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Extended Abstract

Migration is a multifaceted phenomenon the study and understanding of which
requires different approaches and methods with interdisciplinary perspective.
Reviewing the literature related to migration illustrates the fact that theories explaining
migration have been developed mostly around the macroeconomic issues and personal
needs theories. If migration or the tendency to migrate is considered as a decision to
act, then this decision is likely to come from an image or variety of images of the future.
People migrate in order to fulfill a desirable image of the future or ban an undesirable
one. Accordingly, we can study images of the future in order to identify subjective and
intersubjective parameters affecting migration. With this aim, the present study in the
qualitative tradition, using semi- structured interviews, examines the future images of
young people who want to migrate and tries to examine the phenomenon of migration
from the context of future mental imagery. The data gathered from 23 interviews were
put into thematic analysis when the qualitative saturation was gained. The results
showed that three major themes namely 1) dystopic images of the origin, 2) following a
pandemic for leaving the country, and 3) the attractions of the destination are the
strong images motivating migration. Among them, the dystopic images of the origin
have the most significant share.

Keywords: migration, images of the future, dystopia, thematic analysis

1. Assistant Professor of Futures Studies, Faculty of Science and Technology, University of Isfahan,
Isfahan, Iran (Corresponding Author).

P<M.taheri@ast.ui.ac.ir

2. PhD Candidate of Futures Studies, Faculty of Management, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

P4 Kazemi.masoumeh@ut.ac.ir


https://dx.doi.org/10.24200/isih.2018.292
https://dx.doi.org/10.24200/isih.2018.292
http://isih.ir/article_292.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Vol. 10
No. 4
Autumn 2018

INTRODUCTION

Migration is a multifaceted phenomenon the study and understanding of which
requires different approaches and methods with interdisciplinary perspective.
Reviewing the literature related to migration illustrates the fact that theories
explaining migration have been developed mostly around the macroeconomic
issues and personal needs theories. If migration or the tendency to migrate is
considered as a decision to act, then this decision is likely to come from an image or
variety of images of the future. People migrate in order to fulfill a desirable image of
the future or ban an undesirable one. Accordingly, we can study images of the
future in order to identify subjective and intersubjective parameters affecting

migration.

PURPOSE

The present study is an interdisciplinary research in order to investigate the role of
the images of the future in migration among the Iranian educated youth.

METHODOLOGY

The study has been accomplished in qualitative tradition with an explorative
approach using thematic analysis.

RESULT

The data gathered from 23 interviews after reaching theoretical saturation were
analyzed using thematic analysis. The results revealed that three major themes
namely 1) dystopic images of the origin, 2) following a pandemic for leaving the
country, and 3) the attractions of the destination are the strong images motivating
migration

CONCLUSION

The results of this research showed that among the contributors of the research the
widest share from mental concepts constructing images of the future belongs to the
dystopic images of the future. In other words, the issue of migration is raised when
the mentality of people is formed around the fact that there could not be a
promising future for the society. The next main theme is related to the attractions of
the destination. This theme illustrates the image which is related to searching for a
promised paradise outside the borders of the present society. Ultimately, the next
main theme is related to following a pandemic trend ubiquitous in society which is
originated neither from repulsion of the origin nor from attraction of the
destination but from following the community particularly the peers.



Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the interviewees

Indicator The status of the interviewees

gender 13 women and 10 men

Level of Education

Job

11 students, 4 self-employment, 8 government jobs

Field of Study 14 engineering, 7 Humanities, 2 art field

6 Master students, 5 Ph.D. students, 9 master graduate, 3 Ph.D. graduates

Table 2. Primary codes related to future images extracted from the text of the interviews

w

Text Sample (verbal statements)

The middle east seems to be cursed, Egypt, Syria, Irag; just God knows
when our turn is. Here it seems that many like the trouble. I always have
the stress of war and ISIS and things like that; if the newspaper headline of
20 years later is not like today, it wouldn't be better; a bunch of lie and
covering. I like my country, but no more than myself. I can cope with the
ups and downs of life, but it is irritating to think that everything is going to
be destroyed. I'm always waiting for bad news. If I do not receive bad news
one day, I feel it is unusual. It seems that my mine have set for bad news.

The main reason of my immigration is my children. Of course I do not
have a child now, but I don't want them to grow in such environment.
We ourselves are a burnt generation and I do not want to ruin their
future too. I myself had a terrible childhood, but I don't like them to have
such experiences. While everything has changed and parents are more
careful, the rise of child abuse is a sign of an uncultured society notably
for girls. It is so sad.

The place is not important for me, but it is important to go where I do
not hear news about embezzlement and things like that every morning.
Some say Iran is the best place to make money, but if you are a thief.
When the oil is over, it will be the end of all of us. So it is better to go
now. The more I try, the less I earn. I tried hard last year and saved my
money to buy a car then the car became expensive suddenly. Neither I
enjoyed my life, nor could I afford to buy a car.

Education is now my top priority. I know no other work but studying. I
think I would reach to the end of my life id I do not study. I don't want to
continue it in Iran because I hate the environment of the universities in
Iran. I think education is more important for foreign countries. Here
everyone can have a degree. I went to buy a book from Enghelab Street
yesterday and I saw that the official degree was selling there. What am I
doing in university exactly? I tried hard to pass entrance exam. I love to
invent and make new things, but just mark is important here.

Sub Themes

Condemned in
the dark

For kids

The city of
thieves

The entrance
of inventors to
the university
is prohibited
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Text Sample (verbal statements)

I lived in a foreign country for a year. More or less there are such social
issues there too, but it seems that our problems are bolded or we
ourselves are more sensitive. We don't have the power to change so we
wish to immigrate. We are unpunctual; we insist on our own word, we
have no tolerance at all. I don't know how the foreigners are, but as I
have watched their movies, have read their books, and have heard from
the others their culture is much better than ours. I think they have their
own problems too. Some of our relatives live in Germany. They work
very hard. I think I may not stand that situation. We are excessively
pessimistic to ourselves and very optimistic to them. If I want to
immigrate one day, I will go to a comfy and far away country to live
comfortable. My cousin immigrated last year. He is very satisfied with
educational system and says that their teaching approaches are much
better than here.

Suppose that economic condition improves, but we have water crisis. So
immigration may be a kind of escape. My father's village was green up to
ten years ago, but it is almost dry. I do not want to live where water is
rationed. The south of the country will be vacant some years later and no
one is going to do something for this problem. All of those people would
like to go to big cities like Tehran where they already have thousands of
problems. The environment is not joking to any one, we destroyed it and
now we want to leave.

Here everyone is thinking about himself. I do not have a real friend in
the society, not at work, nor at university. It's like that everybody likes to
put his feet over the other ones shoulders and climb. You will be eaten if
you are weak so I want to go where when I am old not to be thrown
away. Everyone is just worry about himself today even families are not as
united as before. Of course I have no one there when I immigrate, but no
one has something to do with me at least.

I have decided to go several times by now, but I heard something happy
and it made me hopeful to stay. As if everything is happening in my
mind, otherwise everything is ordinary out there. Before the tenth
government, most of my friends had decided to go, but now we are not
insistent to go anymore. Our situation has not changed, even has got
worse, but the atmosphere is not insecure anymore. It is a long time that
I do not listen to the news so I feel better now. If I decide to go now, it
would not be due to the others' talks. I may go for higher education. For
most of us migrating is not part of our programs, but it is part of our
goals. Like buying a car or a house, we do not buy a house to live
comfortably but we buy it in order not to be behind the others. I cannot
exchange my country but I myself can leave. I think I miss Iran and think
of it all the time, but I think if I don't go, I will be behind

Sub Themes

the apples on
the other side
of the wall are
the sweetest

An image of a
demolished
city of the
environment

Sub utopias are
the other side
of the
demolished

city

I go so I exist




The apples on the
other side of the
wall are the
sweetest

Pandemic for
leaving the
country

Destination
attraction

Future images
of stimulus

emigration

The entrance of
inventors to the

university is The city of
thieves

prohibited

Dystopic
images of
the origin

Animage of a
demolished city of
the environment

Condemned
in the dark

Sub utopias are
the other side of
the demolished
city

Chart 1. The Sub themes and original images of the future are on the subject of the desire to migrate

NOVELTY
Migration has been investigated from various perspectives but it has not been
explored with a foresight approach and based on the images of the future that

people have in their mind.
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1. Mayda

2. OECD(Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development)
3. Pacheco

4. HDI (Human Development Index)

5. Ruyssen
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1. Thematic analysis
2. Tuckett
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