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Extended Abstract

The interdisciplinary approach is a post-development approach. It introduces the idea-
norm of responsibility as the teleost of education and research. Without this inter-teleos,
all the modern values would be in risk of corruption. But the responsibility itself has
limitations. The phenomenological hermeneutics repairs and rectifies these limitations. By
amending the inadequacy of responsibility in the interdisciplinary approach, we will be
able not to act violently, doing less crimination, exploitation and harming the
environment. For wus, as people involving in the development process and
democratization, to be responsible and to do interdisciplinary is a demanding and
troublesome task of all disciplinary contributions. Only by an aggregation of knowledge
and morality we can do Interdisciplinarity. Interdisciplinarity begins with promotion and
flourishing the self, and flourishing the self needs rationality and criticism. In this research
I argue that we need a phenomenological approach toward Interdisciplinarity, so the
critiques and condemnations heretofore raised against the positive approach toward it
diminish and the interdisciplinary collusion not occurs again.
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INTRODUCTION

This paper is an outline and prologue of my extensive research about
Interdisciplinarity and how it can be located in Iranian academic atmosphere. In the
beginning, I started to study the notion and the experiences of Interdisciplinarity in
its global context, particularly in Western universities and countries. In doing so, I
came to this percept that not all and even the more dominant approach toward
Interdisciplinarity may be succeeded in Iranian academic atmosphere. So I extended
my research in hope of finding an approach which would be pragmatically
applicable Iranian academic space and in the specific situation of our everyday life.

PURPOSE

My aim I doing such research was and is answering this question that how to work
between disciplines, or as it may be put, how to do Interdisciplinarity in an
academic situation? I hope that the results of this research will be seen as a guide for
the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology in Iran for promoting the
Interdisciplinary studies and, likewise, for flourishing the teachers and students in
their disciplines; but showing how to do interdisciplinary in action is in the core of
my contribution in studying Interdisciplinarity and disciplinary studies.

METODOLOGY

My methodology here is phenomenological. My positive argument id based in the
concept of situation and the evils which may be raise in it. Human being is situation
itself. The three universal common situations include the world, society, and the
body. Each of these situations has intertwined sub-situations; as nature and the
environment are global sub-situations, and the university is a sub-social situation,
and the face is a sub-situation of body. Situation is a space for the intentional
interactions of subjects or is the integral consociation of intentional subjects. So,
interdisciplinary sciences are the knowledge of interconnected situations. These
interconnected sciences are not in vain. The ideal is to understand the evils of the
situation and try to control them, which is interpreted as responsibility.

RESULTS

In brief, there are three main approaches toward Interdisciplinarity; the first is to be
positivistic one which is common in most developed countries. In this approach we
come to Interdisciplinarity through disciplinary sophistication. The focal purpose is
juxtaposition of disciplines based on subjects and methods. The result would be a
practical relationship and combination of university to the society and industry and
the other institutions of society. Although, there are so generous and intense success
but that achievements are not far from power oriented ends and capitalistic



preferences. The second, is the postmodernist approach (currently dominant in
countries like Iran and some other developing countries) which has three main
forms: a. attempt to make a discipline to interdisciplinary form by some
modifications and by adding a new subject in the core of a specific discipline; b.
connecting the discipline to a broader field of study; or, c. emphasizing on
pansophy, mainly its traditional one, instead of and in place of interdisciplinary
knowledge. And the third is a phenomenological approach which is present in some
of the contributions related to interdisciplinary studies in late modern world.

DISCUSSION

Modernity is the product of discipline. Though the interdisciplinary responded to
the dangers and hazards of advancing the discipline and its consequences in
controlling evil, positivistic Interdisciplinarity only achieves limited liability.
Phenomenological  Interdisciplinarity =~ extends responsibility —to  “inter-
responsibility”. The ground is the same responsibility but in mutual respects for the
realization of rights and the creation of freedom, happiness, and social integrity.
We, the academicians, are responsible for each of these values. This is the normative
aspect of Interdisciplinarity. Responsibility is always about asking questions and
having answers to reduce and control evil. This is where the limitations of positivist
Interdisciplinarity become apparent.

CONCLUSION

The only appropriate approach toward an Interdisciplinarity which would help us
in promoting the situation to be less engaged in evil acts is its phenomenological
one. The ultimate goal of this approach is to reduce the damages and impairments
of the disciplinary and interdisciplinary in its positivist order. Based on inter-
responsibility, Phenomenological Interdisciplinarity seeks to solve problems, like
the positivist approach; but, in addition, Phenomenological Interdisciplinarity looks
at the devastating consequences of combining the disciplines and controlling them.
Human values are the common denominator of all our intentions to curb evil. I
believe that among the existing perspectives, the phenomenological
interdisciplinary is the most practical and pragmatically approach for transforming
the university in Iran. It is a necessity for us. It provides the most appropriate moral
basis for a responsible university and for a democratic society.

NOVELTY

I made a connection between Interdisciplinarity and responsibility. Responsibility is
an intermediate goal for human society. Interdisciplinarity is one of our theoretical
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and active possibilities for realizing the ultimate responsibility in creating human
values. The theme of responsibility is having the skills of identifying and
recognizing the evils in society, and helping to control them. This teleos is not in the
end, but in the middle of every knowledge and action. It is through the deepening of
responsibility in various fields of education and research and its expansion into the
realm of society that "inter- responsibility" is also achieved.
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1. university to multiversity
2. Glenn Withers, 'Creating the new university, in Gabriele Bammer (ed.), Disciplining
Interdisciplinarity: Integration and implementation sciences for researching complex real-world
problems, ANU ePress, Australian National University, 2013, pp. 375-381.
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Micro-combinations of models or global schemes, unifying disparate approaches, consulting and
partnering modes, contracting of services, coordinating and collaborating inputs and
organizational frameworks, formation of a new community of knowers with a hybrid
interlanguage, generating of new insights, holistic understanding of the core problem or question,
altering perspectives and revised hypotheses, transcending the narrow scope of disciplinary
worldviews, overarching synthesis
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Salter, Liora and Alison Hearn, Outside the Lines: Issues in Interdisciplinary Research. McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 1996.
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