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1. David McLellan
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Abstract

The interaction between law and ideology is both complex and contentious. This
stems from differences in opinions on the definitions of the two concepts and the
various ways in which ideology and law might be related to one another. Moreover, the
existing diversity in the literature concerning ideology takes the biggest share of the
blame. Hence, to clarify the relationship between ideology and law, one must first do
an interdisciplinary study of the existing approaches towards the concept of ideology,
as well as its general and specific definitions, and ultimately, the selected definition of
ideology must be presented. The theories regarding the relationship between ideology
and law may be divided into three categories, namely, autonomy of law, subordination
of law to the ideology, and the influence of ideology. Interdisciplinary studies show
that the first theory has not been successful in proving the autonomy of law. Likewise,
the second theory has failed to address and respond to substantial issues as to its
claims. Lastly, the influence of ideology theory has failed to deal with how ideology
has been reciprocally affected by law. Nevertheless, the idea advocating the reciprocal
relationship between law and ideology, while assuming a particular meaning of
ideology, has drawn our attention to the importance of political and sociological
factors in understanding law, highlighting the role of law in changes in the prevailing
political culture and the dominant ideology in the society.

Keywords: law, ideology, autonomy of law, subordination of law, influence of ideology,
reciprocal relationship between law and ideology.
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