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Extended Abstract

Considering widespread implication of development projects, it seems that development
is the only solution for elimination of problems such as poverty, starvation, insecurity and
eventually justice. Developmental state and good governance theory are two major
development theories which formulate the attainment of the mentioned goals.
Developmental state theorists argue that development achievement requires a powerful
state while supporters of the good governance idea, believe that development depends on
elevating the governances quality and creation of trust between state and citizens. These
two theories have many theoretical tensions. In this article we investigate such tensions
and have come to the conclusion that developmental state and good governance theory
have no discrepancies. Actually implementation and dissemination of good governance
needs developmental state, in the other words, it is prerequisite for good governance.
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Introduction

Development is one of the key issues that has become one of the most important keywords of
social science, and especially political science, today. So far, various types of development
have been proposed, including human development, economic development, political
development, and so on. The synchronous development includes all of the above, but will not
be limited to any of these. So today, the issue of comprehensive and sustainable development
is of paramount importance.

The goals of sustainable development classified by the United Nations Development
Program include poverty eradication, health, and well-being, educational system quality,
inequality reduction, peace, and justice. The goals mentioned above illustrate the fact that the
main part of the development is focused on human development. In other words, it must
always be borne in mind that development will not be limited to economic development and
include human development as well. Now, development has become so important that even
influenced the quality of life and happiness of humans. Thus, preparing the policies that drive
development will be of great importance to the government of any country.

Looking for the same development actors, some thinkers such as Peter Evans, Adrian
Leftwich, and many others have placed the government in this position and believe that
government is the main actor in development. Therefore, the development of a country
depends on the government’s actions and policies. In contrast, some other thinkers in the
field of development believe that the development in a country depends on the involvement
and participation of ordinary people. While the first category of thinkers consider economic
development and industrialization as one of the most important indicators of development,
the second category, i.e., the supporters of the relatively new "good governance" theory, has
also been added to their category and believe that development has more qualitative
indicators other than the quantitative index of economic growth and industrialization.
According to the theory of good governance, sovereignty is not limited to government alone
but will have partners such as civil society, non-profit organizations, religious figures, and so
on, depending on the type of governments.

Hence, the government in this theory does not take on the central role considered by the
first category thinkers (who can be called state-oriented). In the opinion of the state-oriented
thinkers of development, economy, and industrialization, if not, the main criteria of
development are at least the most important of these criteria. It is while in the opinion of the
second category, the qualitative indicators of life have the central place in the definition of
development. The present article focuses on the mechanisms of the development-oriented
government and the prerequisites for good governance, and also examines the specificities of
each of the two categories.

Purpose

The present study aims to indicate that achieving comprehensive growth and development
requires a strong and efficient government. Also, economic development is, in particular, the
prerequisite for good governance.



Methodology

The descriptive-analytical method, along with the interpretation of the texts from two
distinct categories in the field of development, is the best method that can serve the objectives
of this paper, including the comparison of the opinions of the two different categories in the
field of development and finding their common indications.

Result

As mentioned above, a group of thinkers believes that the main actor in development is the
government, and the development of a country depends on the activities and policies adopted
by the government. In contrast, some other scholars, with emphasis on good governance,
mainly focus on qualitative indicators, including accountability and popularity, political
stability and non-violence, the rule of law and corruption management, rather than
quantitative indicators such as economic growth and industrialization.

The advocates of state-oriented development explain the fact that a number of developing
countries have experienced higher economic growth and their industrialization process has
progressed faster, with reference to the authority that governments have enjoyed. According
to their opinion, successful governments in development are those with more power (Kuhli,
2004, 20). However, we should keep in mind that the power considered by the advocates of
state-oriented development was not based on the mere physical coercion, but they focused on
power in the relation between the state and society. In this regard, concepts such as
community-based autonomy by Peter Evans, the constructive relationship between the
government and economic groups and the stakeholders by Leftwich, and the coherent state of
capitalism has been proposed by Attlee Kohlley (Evans, 2001, 24-23; Leftovich, 2006, 85;
Kohlley, 2004, 21).

The main critique of the proponents of state-oriented development to the advocates of the
idea of good governance for facilitating development is that the latter category did not take
into account the fact that developing countries have not reached the level of political
institutionalization to establish an effective relationship between government and society;
therefore, the government in these countries should initially provide the necessary
infrastructure for economic, social and political development, and then take step on the
establishment of good governance. The advocates of the state-oriented development do not
oppose the idea of good governance and even may consider it as one of the developmental
requirements (Leftovich, 1994, 363), but they believe that, before attempting to establish good
governance, powerful governments should provide the necessary institutional frameworks,
which is possible only through sufficient power and powerful institutions in the hand of
government. Hence, it seems that the proper implementation of the rules of good governance
will be nonsense in countries where their political infrastructure is weak.

Discussion

Considering various definitions of the concept of “development”, it can be assumed that
tackling global growing poverty, corruption, law aversion and ultimately establishing justice
will depend on the development. The purely economic sense of development has led to the
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prevalence of the belief that the increase in quantitative economic indicators, such as GDP
and per capita income, will coincide with development. On the other hand, if we consider
development subject to the promotion of qualitative indicators such as the level of people's
satisfaction with life and their sense of happiness, then the importance of the economy is
reduced. In the field of development agencies, the “government” or a combination of
governmental and non-governmental and civilian organizations are responsible. Given the
diversity of ideas and theories of development, research in this regard will be very important.

Conclusion

The present research emphasizes that two categories of theories, namely, the theory of state-
oriented development and the theory of good governance, do not conflict with each other,
and in fact, good governance is a consequence of the developmentalist government.

Novelty

One of the most important features that can be considered for this research is its approach
that not only include political science studies but also considers the fields of economics and
social sciences. The research, compare the two categories of developmental ideas by
establishing a significant relationship between them. In other words, two categories of
theories, which are mostly characterized by quantitative (state-oriented development) and
qualitative indicators (the idea of good governance), are complementary to each other
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1. Robert Chambers
2. good govenance
3. happiness
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1. world happiness report
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1. Rush
2. collective decision-making
3. Chhotray and Stoker
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2. Leftwich

3. governance and development
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1. accountability

2. alegal framework for development

3. information

4. transparency

5. governance for sustainable development

6. department for international development (DFID)

7. making government work for poor people
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1. building state capability
2. worldwide governance indicators
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2. life expectancy
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