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Abstract

In this paper, I aim to shed light on the cultural consequences and effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on Iranian society. After a short introduction about the purpose and leading
questions of the article, I will seek to delineate "the problematization of culture in Iran",
and deal with this problem that how Iranians' collective mind, influenced by the COVID-19
pandemic, has become more conscious and sensitive inspiring them to question taken-
for-granted cultural matters. Then I will commit myself to characterize three discourses
that have addressed the probable cultural impacts of this pandemic situation on Iranian
society, including the discourses of "continuity", "discontinuity", and "critical rethinking”.
My approach to the current pandemic situation is in the same vein with the critical
rethinking discourse. I will put forward this viewpoint that the Coronavirus crisis has
given us a great opportunity to critically revisit and reconsider our ways of life and this
reconsideration will be continued regardless of its objective effects on the society’s
structures. My methodology approach in this article is mainly based on discourse analysis.
Theoretical and conceptual analysis is a strategy to understand available discourses about
the cultural effects of the Corona Virus. I will also include my personal intuitions drawn
from my lived experiences
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INTRODUCTION

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 epidemic, this question has been raised that
what implications this situation has for the lifestyle and culture in Iran. The
government and political system on the one hand, and Iranian citizens including
researchers and scholars in different areas of knowledge, on the other hand, have
explicitly and implicitly brought up the issue that how this pandemic situation will
affect Iranians” way of life, beliefs, emotional structures, identity, and socio-cultural
values, and that whether this crisis is a remarkable historical discontinuity or just a
short term suspension?

PURPOSE

Here, I argue that although at the present time, due to significant scientific, medical,
technological, and political developments, pandemics do not exert the same influences
on societies as they did in the past, one cannot imagine that the coronavirus pandemic
will not have specific effects on nations. Regarding the recent plethora literature on
possible socio-cultural impacts of the COVID-19 crisis on Iranian society, I assert that
this pandemic situation has advanced the problematisation of the culture. I suppose
that before this pandemic situation, Iranian society had already addressed critical
questions about cultural patterns and way of life challenging religious and cultural
rituals and beliefs. The advent of COVID-19 pandemic has moved this social
questioning forward emphasising the question of culture. Several factors contribute to
the importance of this question for Iranian society. First of all, due to the integration
of culture and political discourses, any alteration at the cultural level is expected to
change up political order. Secondly, the emotional structure and everyday life of
Iranian society, historically overwhelmed with rituals, are affected by the rituals’
suspension. In addition, the institution of home and family has been revisited
influenced by the lockdown. Academia and higher education have also driven
attentions toward culture and questioning that.

METHODOLOGY

Methodologically, this article has drawn on the discourse analysis approach. A wide
range of scholars from different fields such as social science, political sciences,
philosophy, anthropology and cultural studies have exerted effort toward analyzing
cultural aspects of the coronavirus crisis. Incorporating these accounts into my
intuitions and observations, I will attempt to outline these approaches in a new way
and provide the readers with evaluating the cultural consequences of the
Coronavirus crisis in an interdisciplinary framework. By offering a new articulation
of available discourses and formulating innovative concepts, this paper builds on
and extends theoretical understating of the present COVID-19 situation.



I will maintain that these social, academic and political discussions have given
rise to three discourses engaging in analysing cultural transformations resultant
from coronavirus crisis. The first discourse is the continuity discourse referring to
the approaches of scholars who believe that no profound change will happen in
cultural patterns and everyday life of Iranians in the long term, influenced by the
Coronavirus crisis. These scholars suppose that affected by their deep-rooted habits
and collective mentality, Iranians will return to their previously established life
patterns. Standing in sharp contrast is the discontinuity discourse that considers
COVID-19 pandemic an event and posits that this pandemic situation will make
fundamental transformations in mentality, structure, and systems of the society.
Besides, there is a third approach that I have called it “critical rethinking discourse”.
My own approach toward cultural consequences of Coronavirus pandemic is
comparable to the rethinking discourse. Therefore, I will allocate the majority part
of this article to presenting this viewpoint.

DISCUSSION

I will argue in detail that although the COVID-19 pandemic might be not an event
or a historical discontinuity in our culture, we cannot suppose that it will not have
any effect on people’s mentality. Of the great importance, I assume, is the
emergence of substantial questions about our beliefs and customary practices and
taking into account new alternatives. To further the argument, I will demonstrate
that factors like information explosion, defamiliarization of the lifeworld by social
sciences, changes in preferences, development of digitalisation, improvement in
comparative faculty of people, and the rise of individual agency contribute to the
emergence and distribution of the reconsideration discourse.

CONCLUSION

I will finally conclude that at the moment, our mental and intellectual processes
have become Coronaized, i. e. Iranian society has obtained a new social insight
toward various concepts including modern life, science and technologies, natural
environment, traditional beliefs and superstitions, ethical issues, family and home,
political and economic systems, individual agency, the relationship between
different domains of knowledge, virtual communication, physical and spiritual
problems, everyday life, health and care, international relationships and like that.

NOVELTY

I reiterate that the COVID-19 crisis cannot make considerable changes in our
culture and life in a short period of time like five years. Nevertheless, this short era
is a threshold time bringing with it changes in our mentality and emotional
structures. After around five years, I propose, a post-corona Iran will emerge having
faced socio-economic, political, national and international tensions. These multiple
pressures will bring about an emerging culture.
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