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Extended Abstract

The question of how to confront the West has always been an important issue for
Iranians and their political and intellectual elites. The Islamic Revolution of Iran was
a product of such a concern. Ayatollah Morteza Motahari, as one of the most
important ideologue of the Islamic Revolution, tried to provide an account of Islam
that is able to compete with new Western ideologies, particularly Marxism, in order
to prevent the youth from being attracted to such ideologies. He created new
meanings and notions derived from religious, traditional and even modern roots. In
this paper, the main question is how the West is represented in Motahari’s political
discourse. The post-colonial approach is the theoretical framework and Laclau and
Mouffe’s discourse analysis theory is the research method. The findings of the
research indicate that Motahari through representation and creation of otherness
draws an identity boundary between “us” (Iranians) and the other (the West), and
represents the latter with signifiers such as imperialist, exploiter, evil, cruel and
darkness.
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INTRODUCTION

The Islamic Revolution of 1979 in Iran is considered as an anti-Western revolution
with a Shia-Islamic nature, which is trying to marginalize the Westernized discourse
dominant in political and intellectual spheres in Iran, through the use of its own
specific and native language, signs, symbols and metaphors. In this paper, the
discourse of Ayatollah Morteza Motahari, as one of the theorists of the Islamic
Revolution, is discussed, and its linguistic elements (signs and system of reflection,
symbols and metaphors) are analyzed, using the discourse analysis as the research
method and postcolonialism as the theoretical framework. This article seeks to
deconstruct Motahari's discourse, discovering its "hidden" anti-Western aspects.
Postcolonialism, as a branch of cultural studies, is rooted in the linguistic turn of the
mid-20th century and the post-structuralism approach to philosophical and cultural
studies. It seeks to identify the axes of resistance to combat the aggressive colonial
culture. The post-colonial approach, on the one hand, considers the relationship
between geographic and historical realities of the world during the period of the
European colonization, and on the other, emphasizes the need to reflect on a new
type of knowledge that is a creative vis-a-vis colonial-Western discourses, looking at

the world through other narratives and from a wide, different and critical angle.
PURPOSE

This research aims at exploring the concept of "the West" and the way it is
represented in the political discourse of Ayatollah Motahari. Therefore, the main
concern of the present paper is to answer the following question: how the concept of
the West is represented in Morteza Motahari's discourse, and what approaches and

discourses have influenced this representation.
METHODOLOGY

In this paper, post-colonialism is used as the theoretical framework and Lacla and
Moulffe’s discourse analysis method is used as the method. Post-colonial studies are
text-based attempts to change the outlook of the West to non-Western cultures.
These studies cover a wide range of topics from literary theory and critique to
political economy and the issues of identity and culture. This has made postcolonial
theory one of the main branches of interdisciplinary studies. Post-colonial studies
seek to break with the Western perspective, particularly its critique of the Oriental

discourse.



Post-colonial discourse emphasizes the necessity of adopting a combination of
objectivism and subjectivism, and the importance of interdisciplinary research,
using disciplines such as history, economics, natural sciences, technology, culture
and education to explain the subject matter of research. It also emphasizes the role
of language in representing and creating social reality. This is because access to
reality can only be achieved through language, which denies any pre-existing and
objective reality. In this way, the world is considered as the product of discourses.
This theory, however, does not deny the existence of reality out there, but stresses
that objects and phenomena can only be understood through discourse (Hosseini
Zadeh, 1383, 182. They need to be understood in terms of time and place and in
relation to other actions and concepts. From the standpoint of discourse theory, the

world around us is ultimately a product of discourse and language.

By adopting the discourse analysis method, deep layers of Motahari’s discourse
are examined. Hence, signifiers of this discourse and particularly the nodal one, and
the way that they are articulated and linked to each other are explored. This is
carried out through finding chains of difference and equivalence as introduced in
the discourse analysis method. Such links and articulations provide new meanings

to these signifiers.
RESULT

The postcolonial theory, as an interdisciplinary theoretical framework, reveals the
layered and neglected aspects of Morteza Motahhari's political discourse in
representing the West. In this article, the concepts of naturalization (as introduced
by Spivak) and threshold identity (as introduced by Homi Bhabha) are used to
explore how Motahari portrays the West through the production and dissemination
of a discursive system. This construction of meanings and representations take
place through chains of equivalence that Motahhari makes between the West, on
the one hand, and colonialism, domination, capitalism, communism, aggression,
violence and materialism on the other. The logic of the difference between the West,
on the one hand, and Islam, ethics, law and resistance, on the other, is another
aspect of this representation that construct an image of itself and the other between
the West and Islam. However, the threshold identity can be seen in Motahari's use

of modern concepts.
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CONCLUSION

Although many scholars who have investigated the origins of the ideology of the
Islamic Revolution do not consider Motahari, as one of the main ideologues of the
Islamic Revolution, to be a radical critic of the West, the analysis of Motahari’s
works show that the most fundamental critique of the West can be found in
discourse. His intellectual role in the reproduction of modern Islamic concepts and
teachings is consistent with such an expectation. Motahari, who was thinking within
an anti-Western paradigm, tried hard to struggle against increasing Westernization
in Iranian society pursued by the Pahlavi government and gradually expanded into
the inner layers of Iranian community, on the one hand, and the passive approach
of the clergy to these phenomena, on the other hand. He and some religious

intellectuals portrayed the West as "the other" for the indigenous culture.

NOVELTY

This research is distinguished from other works investigating the view of the
Iranian revolutionary theorists, as the latter are mainly textual and descriptive
studies, but this paper, using the principles of postcolonial studies as an
interdisciplinary approach to cultural and social phenomena looks at the subject
matter from the perspective of discourse analysis. So far, the way in which the West
has been represented in the speeches and writings of the ideologues of the Islamic
Revolution and particularly those of Motahari has not been thoroughly investigated.
This study is specifically aimed at applying the postcolonial approach and theory to

the research.
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