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Extended Abstract

The emergence of the interdisciplinary futures studies after World War II put aside
prophet-like fortune-telling and predictions. This interdisciplinarity, having undergone
ups and downs during the recent decades, always tried to provide some scientific
propositions about the future. Among these, different approaches and concepts were
proposed in the field of futures studies, and each, despite commonalities, had specific
futures and distinctions. One of most important concepts is the concept of strategic
foresight. This paper aimed at exploring the quiddity of this concept. First, the
significance and position of the strategic foresight in futures studies was defined and
delineated Then the interdisciplinary identity of this concept and its epistemological basis
were analyzed. The findings indicated that strategic foresight, as an interdisciplinary, is
progressing, and unlike some other approaches of futures studies were not associated with
failure and decline. This interdisciplinary benefits from a kind of inter-paradigm
rationality, and is consistent with its features. It can be highly efficient in different
contexts of long-term planning of the country, especially in economy. Finally, some
suggestions were proposed to focus and apply strategic foresight in the country.
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Introduction

Interdisciplinary futures studies in its general sense embraced a vast number of concepts and
terminologies related to the alternative future with different approaches. The futurology, foresight,
strategic foresight, la prospective, visionary management and futures studies in its particular and
common sense are examples. These concepts have not arisen out of the vacuum but have a basic
content and context (Sardar, 2010, pp. 177-178). Without a doubt, foresight is one of the most
important concepts in futures studies. The historical trace of the use of this concept goes back to
the emergence of futures studies. Foresight includes many of the executive activities and academic
debates on the futures studies (Kuosa, 2012, p. 16). The compilation of appropriate policies and
strategies depends on the correct and accurate provision of data for the planning process and
illustration of the proper situation in the future. Foresight has turned into an important issue in
this field (Khazaei & Elahi, 2012, p. 8). In Iran, future studies are new and based on trial and error
(Paya & Baradaran, 2010, p. 485). The analysis and interpretation of different concepts and
approaches and assessing the appropriateness of this interdisciplinarity with the country's needs
lead to better decisions and saving in cost and time.

Purpose

Foresight as one of the approaches and concepts of futures studies is significant at different levels
of planning and management. Therefore, in addition to exploring the nature and quiddity of this
interdisciplinary concept, this paper intends to express the necessity of paying more attention to it.
Since the trend of gradual growth of foresight from 1995 the concept “strategic” was added as a
suffix to this concept, which in turn made its maturity and evolution possible. This research
investigated foresight taking into account this newly-added suffix.

Methodology

Given the purpose, this study is considered to be a developmental research. While providing some
scientific innovations, it aimed to offer some practical suggestions to managers and officials in
planning and decision-making. The data was collected from secondary sources using a library
research method. The data analysis procedure was analytical-interpretational, and the findings
were based on the investigation of strategic foresight concept in addition to the analysis of
epistemological foundations of this interdisciplinary field.

Findings and results

Successful policy making requires holism, and this in turn requires interdisciplinary knowledge.
Therefore, strategic foresight has an important place in the field. In addition, its being
interdisciplinary led to the production of new knowledge and helped create an acquired
competitive advantage, especially the knowledge-based economy which is currently an important
issue in Iran. This interdisciplinary field facilitates decision-making in different branches and does
not challenge the underlying assumptions of the classic sciences. Of course, strategic foresight does
not ignore pro-active futures studies and tries to formulate strategies for the future on the basis of
ration-value, besides other strategic options. These strategies will help the country to achieve
advantage in technology leadership which can overtake the chart of learning and saving money.
The balance between the value and empiricism in strategic foresight, in addition to preventing the
extreme relativism in this field, leads to avoiding superficial view and linear prediction. Since the
public opinion about the scientific value of different disciplines determines the decisions about the
allocation of public funds, this paper provided a reliable epistemological basis for strategic
foresight based on criteria such as the problem-solving, accuracy of predictions, balance between
the issues, simplicity, vastness, and compatibility. Justifying the rationality of propositions of
strategic foresight may lead to further acceptance which in turn will attract funding and
development.



Innovation and implications

Strategic foresight is a concept with an independent identity although it has similarities in different
aspects with other concepts and approaches of futures studies. According to inter-paradigm
criteria of Kuhn, rationality of strategic foresight is interpreted and justified. Strategic foresight is a
consistent approach to conditions in Iran in planning and decision-making areas. Finally, in order
to further the application of the interdisciplinary field of strategic foresight in Iran, suggestions are
presented as follows:

1. By enhancing the level of professional standards for strategic foresight, its acceptability should
be increased.

2. More interaction between fields focusing on interdisciplinary development will strengthen
strategic foresight. Therefore, putting strategic foresight at a higher level in futures studies
under the category of fields such as political science or management in Iran does not seem an
appropriate approach. Some sort of revision in this case is recommended.

3. Teaching strategic foresight in various academic disciplines was neglected, and PhD candidates
of futures studies in Iran only pass two approved units with this name and content in their
curriculum. It is recommended that at least two units titled “strategic foresight” be taught to
students of political science, management, public policy, and all majors involved in the fields of
planning and decision-making.

4. It is recommended that decision-makers and officials in the industry and university, as well as
all government managers be made familiar with strategic foresight and this interdisciplinarity
be applied in the macro and long-term planning of the country.
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