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Extended Abstract

Islamic architecture is considered as an important and significant historical tradition. For
Iranians, this tradition is more than historical and is mentioned as a part of the identity of
architecture in Islamic Iran. Many theories have tried to explain Islamic architecture but
could only determine a part of its coordination possibly due to their adopted methods.
These theories have lost their capability of effective application because they have
neglected the practical and concrete aspects (which all can be named under the title of
“lifestyle”). The goal of this article is to include the concept of lifestyle in the definition of
Islamic architecture, after presenting and criticizing theories mentioned in the research
literature. This article emphasizes that lifestyle is the missing element of theories on
Islamic architecture and that Islamic architecture can be applicable in the social life of the

Iranians by including lifestyle in its definition.

Keywords: Islamic Architecture, Lifestyle, Islam, Muslim, Iran.

1. MA in Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism, Imam Khomeini international
University, Qazvin, Iran (Corresponding Author).

P4 smfazelian@gmail.com

2. Associate Professor of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism, Imam Khomeini
international University, Qazvin, Iran.

P4 s.r.eghbali@ikiv.ac.ir


https://www.doi.org/10.22631/isih.2017.1937.2480

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Vol. 10
No. 1
Winter 2017

Introduction

Different definitions have been proposed to explain the phenomena of Islamic architecture,
and it seems that all of these definitions depict parts of its reality. However, these definitions
have neglected the concept of lifestyle and are mostly only abstract and theoretical. Hence,
they fail to serve practically in everyday life of Iranian Muslims.

Purpose

The goal of this article is to focus on the concept of lifestyle as an important term in
psychology and social science. By using this concept, we can expect a dynamic and practical
pattern for Islamic architecture and redefine it as an efficient system in the present scenario.

Methodology

This research follows a literal investigation in the context of Islamic architecture and lifestyle
with a case study of the definitions of Islamic Architecture to establish a new definition of
Islamic architecture.

Results

The results of this research indicate that lifestyle is a useful term with wide applications in
architecture. Thus, an efficient, dynamic and optimal version of Islamic architecture can be
determined. Islamic architecture is a doctrine that can be lived in the current life of Iranian
Muslims. When architecture gets involved with different aspects of human life, it gets related
to lifestyle, which is its foundation. Here, the following questions arise: how this relation is
made? and how architecture could be related to lifestyle? Islamic architecture based on
lifestyle, through focusing on the practical aspects of human life, attempts to reach a pattern
for Muslims with proportion to their new life and modern situation.

Defining Islamic architecture based on lifestyle represents the confluence of theoretical
and practical dogmas of Islam. This means that a new form of architecture is obtained which
creates exquisite shells with a dedication to authorize dogmas of Islam. Through this, people
who live in houses made by Islamic architecture based on lifestyle can be considered as
modern Muslims. The benefits are:

Dynamicity: Islamic architecture based on Lifestyle is never considered to be fixed
because lifestyle itself is a dynamic concept.

Applicability: Instead of a theoretical and normative one, the practical and applicable
aspects of architecture are under emphasis, through which the distance between worldviews
and life is decreased and the manifestation of dogmas in human life can be in sight.

Meeting the time: according to the new definition which is itself dynamic, it meets the
time and context of the age and tries to have responses to the open questions of the society.

Target Community: This new definition is deeply related to the community in target. In
other words, the community is always under consideration and never neglected in any step of
the design. This helps in getting rid of the normative aspects in previous patterns and
matches the current lives of the Muslims.



Unify goals: This definition helps in achieving the goals of Islamic architecture. In other
words, through this pattern, we are close to gaining the wanted product. In this way, while we
are deeply involved with Islamic dogmas, we try to create the artwork.

Novelty

Six different definitions of Islamic architecture are currently recognized: descriptive-
historical attitude, analytical-historical attitude, philosophical attitude, educational attitude,
allegorical attitude and systematic attitude. However, none of these definitions have
considered lifestyle and all of them have proposed their definition based on the history of
Islamic architecture. It is obvious that, based on these definitions, there would be no positive
result for today’s life. This indicates that Islamic architecture becomes only a part of the
history of architecture and loses its capabilities and efficiency. This is where meditation on
lifestyle, which is the neglected element in Islamic architecture, as a significant term in
psychology and social science can resuscitate it and bring back its benefits.

Conclusion

The different theories on Islamic architecture, until now, have many disadvantages, especially
because that they do not consider the practical aspects of life. According to the new
achievements of social and mental sciences, lifestyle is considered a concept which can fit the
lacking aspects of Islamic architecture. The goal is to reproduce a definition for Islamic
architecture based on lifestyle that can retrieve its capabilities in the practical area of Muslims
today. Thus, the definite claim of this article is that by the interference of lifestyle in the
definition of Islamic architecture, its benefits can be retrieved.

Novelty

e Attempting to propose a new definition of Islamic architecture based on a rich concept,
i.e., lifestyle, in psychology and social science.

e Recompensing the lacks in the existing definitions by projecting and criticizing them
with respect to interdisciplinary aspect (Architecture, psychology and social science)

o Attempting to make a relation between the theories of Islamic architecture and the
quality of the Muslims’ life in the current age.

o Discovering the problems of the existing definition and attempting to solve them by
having an interdisciplinary study in different fields of human sciences by utilizing the
potential capabilities.
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Islamic architecture is considered as an important and significant historical tradition. For
Iranians, this tradition is more than historical and is mentioned as a part of the identity of
architecture in Islamic Iran. Many theories have tried to explain Islamic architecture but
could only determine a part of its coordination possibly due to their adopted methods.
These theories have lost their capability of effective application because they have
neglected the practical and concrete aspects (which all can be named under the title of
“lifestyle”). The goal of this article is to include the concept of lifestyle in the definition of
Islamic architecture, after presenting and criticizing theories mentioned in the research
literature. This article emphasizes that lifestyle is the missing element of theories on
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Introduction

Different definitions have been proposed to explain the phenomena of Islamic architecture,
and it seems that all of these definitions depict parts of its reality. However, these definitions
have neglected the concept of lifestyle and are mostly only abstract and theoretical. Hence,
they fail to serve practically in everyday life of Iranian Muslims.

Purpose

The goal of this article is to focus on the concept of lifestyle as an important term in
psychology and social science. By using this concept, we can expect a dynamic and practical
pattern for Islamic architecture and redefine it as an efficient system in the present scenario.

Methodology

This research follows a literal investigation in the context of Islamic architecture and lifestyle
with a case study of the definitions of Islamic Architecture to establish a new definition of
Islamic architecture.

Results

The results of this research indicate that lifestyle is a useful term with wide applications in
architecture. Thus, an efficient, dynamic and optimal version of Islamic architecture can be
determined. Islamic architecture is a doctrine that can be lived in the current life of Iranian
Muslims. When architecture gets involved with different aspects of human life, it gets related
to lifestyle, which is its foundation. Here, the following questions arise: how this relation is
made? and how architecture could be related to lifestyle? Islamic architecture based on
lifestyle, through focusing on the practical aspects of human life, attempts to reach a pattern
for Muslims with proportion to their new life and modern situation.

Defining Islamic architecture based on lifestyle represents the confluence of theoretical
and practical dogmas of Islam. This means that a new form of architecture is obtained which
creates exquisite shells with a dedication to authorize dogmas of Islam. Through this, people
who live in houses made by Islamic architecture based on lifestyle can be considered as
modern Muslims. The benefits are:

Dynamicity: Islamic architecture based on Lifestyle is never considered to be fixed
because lifestyle itself is a dynamic concept.

Applicability: Instead of a theoretical and normative one, the practical and applicable
aspects of architecture are under emphasis, through which the distance between worldviews
and life is decreased and the manifestation of dogmas in human life can be in sight.

Meeting the time: according to the new definition which is itself dynamic, it meets the
time and context of the age and tries to have responses to the open questions of the society.

Target Community: This new definition is deeply related to the community in target. In
other words, the community is always under consideration and never neglected in any step of
the design. This helps in getting rid of the normative aspects in previous patterns and
matches the current lives of the Muslims.



Unify goals: This definition helps in achieving the goals of Islamic architecture. In other
words, through this pattern, we are close to gaining the wanted product. In this way, while we
are deeply involved with Islamic dogmas, we try to create the artwork.

Novelty

Six different definitions of Islamic architecture are currently recognized: descriptive-
historical attitude, analytical-historical attitude, philosophical attitude, educational attitude,
allegorical attitude and systematic attitude. However, none of these definitions have
considered lifestyle and all of them have proposed their definition based on the history of
Islamic architecture. It is obvious that, based on these definitions, there would be no positive
result for today’s life. This indicates that Islamic architecture becomes only a part of the
history of architecture and loses its capabilities and efficiency. This is where meditation on
lifestyle, which is the neglected element in Islamic architecture, as a significant term in
psychology and social science can resuscitate it and bring back its benefits.

Conclusion

The different theories on Islamic architecture, until now, have many disadvantages, especially
because that they do not consider the practical aspects of life. According to the new
achievements of social and mental sciences, lifestyle is considered a concept which can fit the
lacking aspects of Islamic architecture. The goal is to reproduce a definition for Islamic
architecture based on lifestyle that can retrieve its capabilities in the practical area of Muslims
today. Thus, the definite claim of this article is that by the interference of lifestyle in the
definition of Islamic architecture, its benefits can be retrieved.

Novelty

e Attempting to propose a new definition of Islamic architecture based on a rich concept,
i.e., lifestyle, in psychology and social science.

e Recompensing the lacks in the existing definitions by projecting and criticizing them
with respect to interdisciplinary aspect (Architecture, psychology and social science)

o Attempting to make a relation between the theories of Islamic architecture and the
quality of the Muslims’ life in the current age.

o Discovering the problems of the existing definition and attempting to solve them by
having an interdisciplinary study in different fields of human sciences by utilizing the
potential capabilities.
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