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ABSTRACT

Given that natural disasters are unforeseen and unavoidable events, paying attention to
these is very important in the country's macro policies and development plans, especially
the Seventh Development Plan. For this reason, it is necessary to have a clear
understanding of the importance and impact of disasters on development policies and
programs in order to integrate natural disaster considerations into policies and programs
of all sectors. Accordingly, in this article, while introducing the basics of natural disasters,
some of the most important natural disasters including earthquakes, floods, droughts and
dust storms and their effects are reviewed. In order to provide a better understanding of
the situation of Iran in the world’s natural disaster risk map, a comparison of Iran's
position in the field of natural disasters with 190 other countries has been done using
INFORM global index data. According to this report, Iran is ranked 142 and is severely
affected by natural disasters and suffers huge losses annually. Therefore, on the eve of the
seventh development plan, strategies, policies, programs and measures to reduce the
effects and consequences of natural hazards in the framework of disaster risk management
and reducing the effects and consequences of each natural hazard should be given special
attention. In this article, in addition to analyzing natural disaster management in Iran,
some solutions are proposed for the Seventh Development Plan.
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INTRODUCTION

Iran's geographical location in the arid and seismic belt of the earth, as well as its
geological and climatic conditions has usually caused it to be exposed to a variety of
natural disasters. For this reason, among the world countries, Iran is one of the 10
most vulnerable ones in terms of the occurrence of unexpected events. Out of 43
natural disasters identified in the world, about 33 of them have been occurring in
Iran. For this reason, despite having only one percent of the world's population,
Iran has about 6 percent of the world's natural disaster losses (Plan and Budget
Organization, 2018a).

PURPOSE

Given the growing trend of natural disasters in Iran, especially earthquakes, floods,
droughts and dust storms, addressing these issues and taking the necessary
measures, especially natural disaster risk management, is one of the most important
priorities in the Seventh Development Plan of Iran that must be paid attention to.
Therefore, the objectives of this study are to investigate the current situation of
natural disasters in Iran, their comparison with other countries, disaster
management challenges and providing suggestions for the seventh development
plan.

METHODOLOGY

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical and the library-
documentary method has been used for data collection. For this purpose, some of
the most important natural disasters including earthquakes, floods, droughts and
dust storms and their effects are reviewed. In order to provide a better
understanding of the situation of Iran in the world’s natural disaster risk map, a
comparison of Iran's position with 190 other countries has been done using the
INFORM index. In conclusion, considering that Iran is in the process of preparing
the seventh economic, social and cultural development plan and no research has
been done on the importance of natural disasters in this plan, this article proposes
measures and policies to be used in formulating strategies and actions in the
Seventh Plan.

FINDINGS

Crisis management and natural disaster risk in Iran can be analyzed from different
dimensions and aspects. Some of them depend on natural conditions, geographical
location, climatic and geological characteristics that make the country constantly
exposed to various natural disasters, and some of these problems depend on the
governance and institutional structures of the crisis management in Iran, which
reduces the country’s resilience and make it more vulnerable to natural disasters.



CONCLUSION

Given that natural disasters are unpredictable and unavoidable events, the attention
to these disasters in development policies and programs, especially the Seventh
Development Plan is very important. For this reason, there must be a clear
understanding of the importance and impact of disasters on development policies
and programs hence; natural disaster considerations can be integrated into policies
and programs of all sectors. Accordingly, in this article, while introducing the basics
of natural disasters, some of the most important natural disasters, including
earthquakes, floods, droughts and dust storms, were reviewed. These studies have
shown that every year, as a result of various disasters, the country endures a lot of
human and financial costs.

Strategies, policies, programs and actions to reduce the effects and consequences
of natural hazards in the framework of the disaster risk management should be
based on scientific principles and foundations so that these scientific findings can be
applied to policies and action plans and reduce the effects and consequences of
those hazards and eventually integrated them into the policies and programs of all
sectors in the Seventh Development Plan.

NOVELTY

Natural disasters are unforeseen and inevitable events that all countries encounter
with and will happen in the future. Most of these disasters are unpredictable and are
generally natural processes that humans have no role in causing them or may
indirectly affect their occurrence. Iran is no exception to this rule and has always
been exposed to various natural disasters such as floods, earthquakes, droughts and
dust, many of which have been the source of changes in social and economic
contexts. Given that the country is going to write the seventh development plan and
adopting a disaster risk management approach instead of a crisis management
approach can reduce the consequences and damage caused by natural disasters, in
this study, policy proposals for implementation in the Seventh Development Plan
have been proposed.
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1. Extreme Events
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1. Post disaster needs assessment report

2. Damages and losses
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1. Thar desert
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