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Extended Abstract

During the recent years, despite numerous studies conducted in the field of occupation
of graduates in the Iran, several dimensions have still remained unknown; hence,
conducting a qualitative meta-analysis in this field could reveal the methodological and
content characteristics of these studies and identify the research gaps in this field at the
same time. Therefore, 92 studies in this field conducted during the period 1978 to 2018
in the form of theses and research papers were investigated through meta-analysis by
searching for the two keywords "occupation and graduates” in two scientific databases
including "Iran Science and Technology Research Institute (Iran Doc)” and “The
Scientific Database of Jahad Daneshgahi”. Examining the studies published over the
past few decades showed that investigating the issues related to graduates' occupation
mainly involved emphasizing several specific dimensions such as occupation status and
inoccupation of graduates, the need to focus on the quality of higher education and
curriculum in the university, and highlighting graduate entrepreneurship. With regard
to the results of research in this area, the repetition of studies and the lack of a
comprehensive study on graduate occupation could be attributed to factors such as
disproportionate share of academic disciplines, imbalances in the use of methodological
approaches, a lack of theoretical basis that is consistent with conditions of Iranian
society, a lack of focus on gender issues and challenges faced by graduates, inadequate
attention to issues such as skills development and activities in the cooperative sectors
and lack of future-based research.
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INTRODUCTION

A brief look at the status and performance of graduates in the labor market and
assessing employers' satisfaction in various sectors shows that most of the graduates
considered as the educational system output lack the basic capabilities and
competencies required in the labor market, in some cases they even are not able to
seize the job opportunities that they face after the graduation. On the other hand,
the high unemployment rate of educated people indicates the undesirable condition
of work force efficiency and the failure of the educational system to obtain an
acceptable level of performance (Azizi, 1993). Over the past four decades, this has
motivated Iranian researchers to investigate the employment condition of graduates
and the employment problems of graduates as one of the most important and
common issues in the field of higher education and labor market from different
angles in the form of articles and dissertations. This is done with the purpose of
encouraging improvements in both abovementioned fields. However, despite
numerous studies and practical efforts in these fields the research data shows that
the employment of graduates is still an unresolved social issue with a research gap
requiring more comprehensive research with a critical approach in order to offer
research and practical recommendations accordingly.

PURPOSE

Examining the main goals and grounds for studies conducted in the field of employment
of graduates Identifying research gaps in the field of employment of graduates with a
critical approach and providing suggestions based on the obtained results.

METHODOLOGY

The method used in this study is qualitative meta-analysis and corpus includes structured
articles and dissertations published between 1978 and 1998 and focusing on issues related
to the employment of graduates, as well as the Persian articles and dissertations published
in scientific-research journals and registered in Iran Doc database.

RESULTS

One of the issues discussed in the present study was the formal and methodological
aspect of the research, in which we can pay attention to various dimensions and aspects.

Part 1) Form and Methodology

Table 1. The form of research conducted in the field of employment of graduates

Form Frequency Percent
Type
Scientific Research Article 30 32.60

Ph.D Dissertation 60 6.52




Form Frequency Percent
Master’s Thesis 56 60.86
Decade Published

1970 1 1.08
1980 1 1.08
1990 33 35.86
2000 57 6.95
Level of addressing graduate employment issue

Organization 3 3.26
University 29 31.52
Faculty 31 33.39
Region 10 10.86
Province 9 9.78
Country 9 9.87
Unknown 1 1.08
Methodology Paradigm

Interpretationism 7 7.60
Positivism 76 82.60
Pragmatism 8 8.69

Part 2) Content Appearance

The main issue in the content section is the thematic focus of the topics under
study. All the research that has been done in Iran on the employment of graduates
has focused on several central issues, which are shown in the table below:

Table 2. Thematic focus of research in the field of employment of graduates

Topics Frequency Percent
Employment of graduates from the perspective of skills development 6 6.52
Employment unemployment status and of graduates 39 42.39
Employment of graduates from the perspective of entrepreneurship 17 18.47
The effectiveness of curricula and the quality of higher education 26 28.26
Employment of graduates with a focus on the cooperative sector 4 4.34

DISCUSSION

According to the data obtained in this study, the repetition of research in the above
topics and not achieving a comprehensive approach in this field could be attributed

to the following factors:
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A. The disproportionate share of academic disciplines in addressing the issue of
graduates employment.

B. An imbalance of methodological approaches in analyzing the employment
problems of graduates.

C. The lack of theories in accordance with the conditions of Iranian society and
the graduates’ employment.

D. Lack of attention to the issue of gender in the discussion of graduates’
employment

E. Lack of focus on intra-organizational issues and challenges of employed
graduates

F. Insufficient attention to issues such as skills development and student activity
in the field of cooperation and entrepreneurship.

G. Lack of future perspective
CONCLUSION

According to the mentioned research gaps in the field of employment of graduates
with an interdisciplinary approach to addressing this issue based on the needs
assessment of research topics in this field, research could be targeted by adopting a
holistic approach and it could help to overcome and improve the barriers and
weakness of quantitative and qualitative methods for addressing the graduate
employment issues.

NOVELTY

The use of a holistic and comprehensive approach to qualitative meta-analysis in
studying the research subject the lack of research entitled meta-analysis of graduates
is one of the innovations of this research. Also, among the limitations of this
research, we can mention the vast scope of the subject and the lack of access to some
dissertations and articles in this field.
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