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Extended Abstract

Is identity a heritage inherited from the past or a choice for the future? In this question,
the concept of ‘time’ is presupposed. Thus, my point of departure is analyzing the concept
of time. Then the relation between the concept of time and social theory will be examined
to maintain that ‘sociology’ is the science of ‘space’ rather than the science of ‘time.
‘History’, however, is the science of ‘time’ which, in its Hegelian version, has a strong
connection with the paradigm of the ‘philosophy of consciousnesses’. This paradigm
would not allow sociology to be established, because sociology is the theory of action
rather than the theory of consciousness. For this very reason, the establishment of
sociology in the late nineteenth century was contemporaneous with the crisis of the
philosophy of consciousness. The focal point of this crisis was the concept of ‘subject’,
which itself was both the base of modern philosophy and the focus of modern society. But
Marx, Nietzsche, Freud and Romanticist Movement radically criticized the concept of
‘subject’ and thus brought about crisis for modern society. The establishment of sociology
was a response to such a crisis. It was a turning point by which we became aware of the
heaviness and harmfulness of ‘tempocentrism’ and instead point to the usefulness of
‘topocentrism’. After this theoretical discussion, some problems of tempocentristic
approach to ‘identity’ in Iranian social science will be referred to show how this approach
is laden with the past, and therefore, unable to regard the future. The Iranian social
science’s inability to develop an ‘action theory’ seems to be rooted in its tempocentrism. In
order to find a way out of this dead-end and open some new horizons in the sphere of
theory and practice, the Iranian sociology need to throw down the approach to identity ‘as
a heritage from the past and adopt it ‘as a choice for the future’. Finally, I
will discuss ‘rational identity’ and its relation to social science.
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Iintroduction

Identity is a social construct. It means that we inherit identity from the past, but this very
inherited identity determines our future in one way or another. However, what we inherit
from the past does not fully determine our future; because we are in the position of
“choosing”. We choose some elements and abandon some others. So our choices play an
important role in which we are. What is the relationship between past and future regarding
identity? In this article, I will firstly examine the concept of “time” which has been
presupposed in the above question, and compare it with the concept of “space”. I will argue
for the relevance of the concepts of time and space to social sciences, particularly sociology
and history. Then having briefly examined the general trend of social sciences in Iran, I will
proceed to propose a new perspective in defining “identity” and try to reconceptualize
“rational identity” according to Habermas.

Purpose

My main purpose in this article is to define identity on the basis of the rational choices made
by human beings. Moreover, I intend to present a perspective in which the heavy burden of
history over Iranian social identity becomes a little lighter.

Methodology

Philosophical and conceptual analysis is used as method of research.

Findings and Results

1. History is the science of “time”, and sociology is the science of “space”.

2. Philosophy of consciousness in nineteenth century culminated in historicism which was
tempocentric in nature. This led to a kind of crisis in the philosophy of consciousness.

3. The establishment of sociology in late nineteenth century was a response to the crisis of
the philosophy of consciousness, because sociology is topocentric in nature.

4. Iranian social sciences are mainly tempocentristic. This is why they define identity as a
heritage from the past.

5. Iranian sociology is unable to develop some sort of “action theory” due to its
tempocentristic approach to identity.

6. In order to open a new horizon in the sphere of social theory and practice, Iranian
sociology, has no option other than to abandon the approach to identity as “a heritage
from the past” and adopting it as “a choice for the future’.

7. “Rationality” is the only criterion according to which identity must be defined. The
communicative nature of rationality is the core value of the processes of identity
definition.

Originality and Value

The value of the findings lies in their horizon-opening characteristic for the deadlock of the
Iranian social sciences. Accordingly, Iranian social sciences would be able to contribute to
hopeful changes in the sphere of social practice in Iran.
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