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Extended Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the Turner's works in the field of sociology of body
and its relationship with human rights. Although the study of citizenship has been an
important development in contemporary sociology, the nature of rights has been largely
ignored. Only in the 1990s the works of Bryan Turner led to the development of a new
sociology of human rights. This article defends the claim that human rights is a legitimate
subject of inquiry for sociologists. Method of recent article is documentary. Turner
sociological studies in the field of medical, body, human rights and religion can be an
example of multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies in humanities. Turner, in his
works has tried to take advantage of concepts and findings of sociology of body, politics
and philosophical anthropology, as well as embodiment and vulnerability and find
materialist basis for defending human rights universal claims. He knows sociology of body
as a basis for the defense of human rights universal concepts and alternative discourse to
the natural law tradition. According to him, human rights as an institution beyond
citizenship, is a substitute for citizenship and its challenges. In summary, The article
argues that a sociology of human rights is very important, because, there are obvious
limitations to the idea of citizenship which is based on membership of a nation state.
Therefore, human rights as a sociological concept is an important supplement to the
existing idea of citizenship.

Keywords: Sociology of Body, Embodiment, Vulnerability, Human Rights, Citizenship,
Cosmopolitan Virtue

1. PhD in Sociology, Ministry of Cooperatives, Labour and Social Welfare, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author).

>4 abbasgorgi@yahoo.com

2. Associate Professor in Sociology, Faculty of Social Science, University of Shiraz, Shiraz, Iran.

P< mogadas@shirazu.ac.ir

3. Expert of Legal Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Kangavar, Tehran, Iran.

>4 Javadgorgi62@gmail.com


http://dx.doi.org/10.22631/isih.2018.2161.2659
https://www.doi.org/10.22631/isih.2017.1937.2480
https://www.doi.org/10.22631/isih.2017.1937.2480
mailto:abbasgorgi@yahoo.com

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Vol. 10
No. 1
Winter 2017

Introduction

Typically, discussion about body has always been considered as one of the dominant issues in
the history of human thoughts. However, sociology of body has been created by Bryan S.
Turner’s theoretical efforts in mid-1980s, for the first time (Nettleton, 1998). Turner
sociological studies in the field of medical, body, human rights and religion can be an
example of multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies in humanities.

Purpose

The purpose of this article is to study the Turner's works in the field of sociology of body and
its relationship with human rights. Therefore, the present study is to investigate the
relationship between embodiment and human rights in the framework of interdisciplinary
studies.

Methodology

Method of this article is documentary. Therefore, the method of gathering and analyzing data
is documents studies.

Discussion

Turner, emphasizes on the pivotal importance of body in sociology and current social theory,
under the influence of a range of social theorists and philosophical anthropologists such as
Nietzsche, Heidegger, Foucault, Marx, Berger and Luckmann and Gehlen. Turner, affected
by epistemological pragmatism, has used different theoretical approaches for understanding
social problems in his studies. By criticizing the paradigmatic boundaries, Turner tried to
connect together adversary paradigms in different fields of social theory. He considers
paradigmatic boundaries as an artificial and false issue which is resulted from subject and
object dualism. Turner, by assumption of a post-Cartesian situation, tried to connect these
two levels by compilation of foundationalist and constructionist approaches.

In addition to the sociology of the body, Turner has played an important role in the
formation of the sociology of human rights as an interdisciplinary knowledge in 1990s. In his
works, he has made an effort to find a materialistic basis for defending the universal claims
on human rights by taking advantages of concepts and findings of the sociology of the body,
politics and philosophical anthropology like embodiment and vulnerability. For the first
time, Turner has developed the sociology of human rights in an article as “An outline of a
theory of human rights”, in 1993. Before that, sociology discussed about human rights just
through citizenship studies. Therefore, sociology did not have a valid theoretical approach of
human rights (Turner, 1993). In this period of time, he tried to find a materialistic basis for
defending the universal claims on human rights by taking advantages of findings of the
sociology of the body, especially the concept of embodiment and vulnerability. Turner,
considers the sociology of the body as a basis for defending the universal concepts of human
rights and an alternative negotiation for natural rights tradition. In his opinion, human
rights, as an institution more than citizenship, is a proper alternative for citizenship and its
related challenges.



Turner, defends the universal human rights against cultural relativists based on
foundationalist ontology. For this reason, he believes that the sociology of human rights
needs a meta-theoretical model. He knows common embodiment and vulnerability as a
meta-theoretical model of the sociology of human rights. He tried to restore the existence loss
in objective and abstract explanation of human rights based on materialistic groundings such
as embodiment and vulnerability. According this, from Turner’s point of view, human rights
can be defined as a set of global and universal principles; because, human beings are involved
in common ontology which has a root in their embodiment and common vulnerability.
However, sociology entrance in human rights has had different consequences. One of the
results of the formation of the sociology of human rights, is a change in existent orientations
in the studies of social problems so that issues like inequality, poverty and gender
discrimination and racism, are not social problems but they are a type of human rights
violations (Frezzo, 2011). Additionally, the appearance of the sociology of human rights and
entrance of sociology in global governance, have made fundamental challenges in sociology,
as a single and monodisciplinary knowledge in contrast to a view that considers sociology as
a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge. This issue has pushed the traditional
boundaries of sociology as a monodisciplinary knowledge. In his belief, considering human
rights as a social and experimental phenomenon, sociology can play an important role in the
human rights development. Then, one of the main duties of the sociology of human rights, as
an interdisciplinary knowledge, is determination of necessary infrastructures for human
rights growing in different societies; because it seems that only training the human rights and
taking place legal actions, is not sufficient to realize this aim (Horowitz, 2007). Thus, Turner
from a critical point of view, emphasizes on rebuilding and reconnecting the morality,
politics and moral and practical commitment of society.

Conclusion

In conclusion, among current sociologists, Turner has had a dominant role in current flows
of social theory and various fields of society. His importance in current sociology is basically
because of his innovations in various fields of sociology so that some of these fields such as
the sociology of the body and the sociology of human rights has been created by him for the
first time. The importance role of Turner in the sociology of human rights is because of not
only moral defending the human rights claims, but also for using foundationalist ontology
against social constructionists who consider human rights and its claims as a historical and
relative issue. Turner, in his studies, based on foundationalists viewpoint, made an effort to
response to many criticisms on abstract nature of human rights through finding an
experimental and materialistic grounding like body, embodiment and pain to defend the
universal claims on human rights. Considering this target, Turner identifies connecting and
reconciling a minimalistic version of foundationalism to constructionism as his strategy in
creation of the sociology of human rights. In his opinion, at the absence of a strength
grounding, human rights is only considered a social construction and allocated to western
culture so that nowadays, many critics believe that in this era, human rights has been
changed into moral ideology of the emperors and an approach for powering western
countries through humanitarian interventions and showing off the war as a humanitarian
action. Therefore, foundationalist ontology is not only a universal grounding to investigate
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human rights violations, but also, in practice, it inhibited constructing of human rights in a
variable and conditional way. To sum up, foundationalism is not only compatible to but also
supplement of constructionism. So, it is possible to study human rights as a social
construction, without lowering it to a powering and profiteering approach.

Novelty

The importance role of Turner current sociology is basically because of his innovations in
various fields of sociology so that some of these fields such as the sociology of the body and
the sociology of human rights has been created by him for the first time. Only in the 1990s
the works of Bryan Turner led to the development of a new sociology of human rights. In
sum, Turner sociological studies in the field of medical, body, human rights and religion can
be an example of multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary studies in humanities.
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6. embodiment
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1. somatic society
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3. Merleau-Ponty
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