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ABSTRACT

Cultural history is an interdisciplinary approach to historiography that seeks to interact
with the two main areas of the humanities i.e. history and culture. In general, existing
Persian sources in the cultural history domain can be classified into two categories: a)
Knowing cultural history, including: history, definition, theoretical bases, theories and
theorists, introducing significant works and, presenting main issues as well as their
analyses and criticisms; b) Applying cultural history, including: recognizing sources,
topics, methods and approaches and providing solutions. In this research, taking into
account the available Persian sources, the evolution of critical studies in the field of
cultural history in Iran was analyzed and with respect shortcomings in existing researches,
solutions were presented in order to systematize future researches for profound
understanding and growth of this trend and its application to Iranian historiography. The
data show that firstly there is a temporal dispersion and secondly there is a thematic
discontinuity in the publication of sources as well as in this field of knowledge, theoretical
foundations, theorists and critics, their methods and examples are not fully introduced
and gap of critiques and analyzes is clearly evident. The results (solutions) presented are:
1) Defining an evolutionary study; 2) Determining translation priorities; 3) Providing
critique and analysis of cultural history issues; 4) Trying to create the Iranian cultural
history tradition by using intra-cultural theories; and 5) Paying attention to the main
features of cultural history and adhering to it, avoiding confusion of main topics of
cultural history.
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INTRODUCTION

Cultural history, which has turned into a dominant current in historiography in the
world today, tries to use the two main fields of humanities, namely history and
culture, in interaction with each other with an interdisciplinary approach. History
of Cultural History is divided into four stages:

1) Classical (1800-1950)

2) Social History of Art (since 1930s)

3) Discovering History of Popular Culture (since 1960s)
4) New Cultural History (NCH) (since late 1980s)

According to Peter Burke, every new phenomenon is always faced with
problems, and the phenomenon of new cultural history is no exception. He believes
that the way forward is likely to be one of the three scenarios: a return to Burkhart
as a symbol of the revival of traditional cultural history, the expansion of new
cultural history into newer realms, and a reaction against the reduction of society to
culture or what is called "social history retaliation” (Burke, 2010, 140).

One type of history that may be confused with cultural history is "history of
culture.” One of the most important differences is the way we look at culture. In the
history of culture, the traditional view of culture is dominant and in it historians
seek to find past events and narrate the formation, evolution and transformation of
culture (Kowsari, 2015; Fazeli, 2007, 26-35). Also, in the history of culture, sublime
and elite cultures have always been considered. But cultural history seeks to explain
culture and pays attention to its components. Another important feature of cultural
history is attention to serious emotions, feelings, and experiences; unlike the history
of culture, which somehow deals with the history of systems of thought. Another
difference between cultural history and the history of culture is that the former is
theory-oriented, unlike the latter one, which is less theoretical for concepts and
phenomena (Fazeli, 2007, 26-35).

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is the critique of researches in the field of cultural history
in Iran, in order to explain the place of this trend in Iranian historiography and
clarify the direction of future research. This research is designed to respond the
following questions:

1) What issues have been addressed in Persian sources in the field of cultural history?
2) What are the shortcomings of Persian sources in the field of cultural history?

3) How can cultural history researches in Iran be turned into a dynamic and
effective process?



METHODOLOGY

The method of data collection was library and the analytical method of findings was
qualitative using logical and interpretive reasoning. In this study, in order to answer
the proposed questions, first, among Persian sources, those seemed to be closer to
the field of cultural history with respect to the main keywords were collected. About
50 sources were then selected by carefully reviewing the sources and removing items
that had less semantic relevance. Then, after studying and analyzing these sources,
the fields of study of researches were identified and categorized, and then the
subject was examined from the perspective of literature development. Finally, by
identifying the shortcomings of past researches in cultural history, solutions were
proposed to systematize future research and create an effective flow in the cultural
history research.

FINDINGS
Following is some of the outcomes of the current study:

1) Time scattering and significant ups and downs in presenting works in the
cultural history domain in different time periods.

2) Thematic discontinuity in published works.
3) Lack of codified studies in researches and translations.
4) Not paying attention to the category of criticism and interpretation.

5) Not paying attention to the importance of theory and streamlining in the
cultural history study.

6) Confusion of the topic in applying the approach of cultural history.

CONCLUSION

As a result of the present study, the following strategies are presented in order to
better orient and influence future researches in the cultural history domain:

Course of Study
» Defining to organize the collection of researches in the field of cultural history.
« Setting priorities and prerequisites.

Translation

« Translation of key and influential sources on cultural history from the
beginning until now.

« Translation of the latest researches and current sources in the world.

« Defining a logical order based on whole or part of translations.
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Criticism and Interpretation

« A critical insight on various issues of cultural history and measuring them with
Iranian-Islamic criterion (inter-cultural).

« Explaining the principle of cultural history.
« Explaining the scope of cultural history and its boundaries with other close disciplines.
Theory

« Localization of the cultural history approach for its use in Iranian
historiography.

« Creating the Iranian tradition of cultural history taking into account the
national-cultural nature of cultural history.

« Utilization of intercultural theories in the cultural history approach.
Applying Cultural History Approach
« Paying attention to the main features of cultural history and adhering to them.

« Avoiding confusing topics and paying attention to the boundaries of cultural
history with other closer disciplines.

» Paying attention to the theory-oriented approach of cultural history.

NOVELTY

Although the field of cultural historiography has two hundred years of obstacles,
but due to the many ups and downs throughout, it has though found a new trend
today it is still abandoned in Iranian studies and researches and requires a serious
determination and purposeful measures to achieve the desired results. Also, a lack
of proper translation of the most important sources in this field and the dispersion
of researches is one of the most important limitations of research in the field of
cultural historiography.

In this article, we have tried to provide a platform for researchers by examining
a collection of previous researches on cultural history and their relation with the
flow of cultural history elsewhere in the world. As such, they can use it to draw the
path of cultural history more clearly than before and cultivate this important
approach in historiography using the proposed solutions.
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