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Abstract

Corona pandemic has suspended two major social institutions in Iran; Traditional
institution: Mosques, Holy Shrines, Ramadan and Muharram religious rituals were shut
down very soon; as far as modern institutions concerned, i.e. malls, cinemas, Coffee
shops, universities, parks and restaurants they faced closure gradually. Instead of these
two social structures, other two marginal institutions, internet and home, have taken
responsibility to endure the fading social, cultural and even educational affairs. It seems
in intersection of home and internet, there is a “digital woman” maintaining “the
social”, which we aim to introduce. This new feminine institution has risen within
masculine Iranian tradition and masculine modernization. We use Nematollah Fazeli’s
viewpoint about Iranian “none-traditional return to home” in semi-quarantined corona
days and his idea about appearance of unprecedented “active home” in the pandemic.
We also use Donna Haraway’s “a cyborg manifesto” about the feminine characteristics
of mixed human-technology condition, to get qualitative analysis of Persian Instagram
content in first wave of pandemic (between March and June 2020). The result
implicates the appearance of a new generation of Iranian women, neither a traditional
housewife as part of private home; nor a modernized one as part of public street; but a
post-traditionalist/post-modernist creative citizen inside “Insta-Homes”, representing
an feminine agency which doesn’t fit in the marginalizing borders of traditional and
modernist patriarchal structures.
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INTRODUCTION

Corona pandemic has suspended two major social institutions in Iran; Traditional
institution: Mosques, Holy Shrines, Ramadan and Muharram religious rituals were shut
down very soon; as far as modern institutions concerned, i.e. malls, cinemas, Coffee shops,
universities, parks and restaurants they faced closure gradually. Beside these two social
structures, other two marginal institutions, internet and home, are bearing the social,
cultural and even educational burden of Iran, in which “the new digital woman” stands
in the intersection. It’s misunderstanding to consider this revers flow of “returning
to home” in corona quarantine days, as a reactionary movement to restoration
traditional home and housewife, because this time a new home and housewife are
emerging, particularly in the Instagram.

PURPOSE

Introducing this new home and new generation of post-traditionalist/post-
modernist women representing as digital-housewives in Instagram, is the purpose
of this article. While being in the housewife position is always humiliated by
traditional and modernized patriarchal structures, this article is going to show that this
position in semi-quarantined days of 2020 Iran, is empowering itself as a progressive,
creative, feminine agency with its new characteristics.

METHODOLOGY

Conceptualizing “new digital-housewives” is a multidisciplinary task, so we use
three relevant theories: 1) The “return to home” and “active home” viewpoint of
Nematollah Fazeli, the Iranian anthropologist who proposed this idea earlier in the
first pandemic days; 2) Donna Haraway’s “a cyborg manifesto” in social studies of
technology to draw an outline of technology possibilities to flourish femininity not as
“the other” of the center masculinity, but as an open lifeworld allows women to
express their own embodiments; 3) Researches in the field of communication and
media studies which noticed virtual sphere particularly Instagram to be the voice
and missing feminine narratives of the society and life. Based on insights of these
three approaches, we try to qualitative analyze some important contents of Persian
Instagram in first wave of pandemic (between March and June 2020) categorizing them
in 7 aspects of this new woman’s manifestations.

RESULT

In this article we extract the most important content of challenges and digital social
events in first 4-5 months of pandemic in seven categories each one show a new
revival in housewife affairs, presenting the new “active home” and feminine agency
of this new type of “digital housewives™: 1) Baking homemade bread challenge
(reclamation dignity of housekeeping); 2) Home-playing and home-educating of
the kids (reclamation the central role of home in education); 3) Revising couple



relationship (erosion of patriarchal family); 4) Women and pluralism (emerging
religious tolerance); 5. Women and West: toward a realistic approach (beyond
hatred and mania); 6) Feminine charities: Instagram patterns; & 7) Feminine
economy: revival of women’s handicrafts.

CONCLUSION

We should consider these seven aspects as the appearance a new digital-housewife
generation which cannot be theorized in classic dichotomies: Traditionalist or
modernist woman. In each edge of this calm movement, femininity as a creative
agent, riding with the capabilities of Instagram involves in making an alternative
structure which is entirely against the official patriarchal status quo. It seems that
Corona pandemic has improved the emergence of this new post-traditionalist/post-
modernist generation of digital-housewives.

NOVELTY

Based on three dimensions of multidisciplinary theoretical framework of this article,
six novelties can be noticed: 1) Bridging between micro qualitative research and
macro institutional analysis in a totally new subject; 2) Applying Fazeli’s “new active
home” viewpoint to understand new cultural trends in Iran; 3) Using Haraway’s
cyborg theory to conceptualize digital femininity; 4) Crossing classic modern-
tradition woman dichotomies which can’t explain the emergence of this new post-
tradition/post-modern generation of digital-housewives; 5) Demonstrating possibility
and importance of feminist approaches in communication, media and internet
studies; and 6. Introducing very deep emerging cultural changes from the depth of the

known most traditional strata of Iranian society namely “housewives”.
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