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Extended Abstract

Regions have challenges with the phenomenon of injustice from many aspects, and in
different areas suffer from inappropriate distribution of benefits and lack of suitable
access to services. Therefore, regional development, especially in developing countries,
has always faced many challenges, including inequality and spatial injustice. In order to
overcome these challenges, justice-oriented approaches such as territorial justice,
environmental justice, and spatial justice have been raised. Therefore, this paper intend
to review the scholarly literature of spatial justice on the regional scale to clarify the
theoretical ambiguity in this field. The article is based on a systematic review and content
analysis strategy. Systematic review is a second-order analysis that seeks to not only
synthesizes the results of prior works, but also to reflect upon the processes within those
researches. Methods such as open coding were used to collect and analyze the data. Asa
result, by using both systematic review and content analysis, the subject matter is
explicated and organized, and thus the conceptual background that characterizes the
development and change of this issue are discussed. The results indicate that the spatial
justice had not been well defined. Existing concepts and approaches were contradictory
and underdeveloped with respect to incorporation of crucial concepts found in both
justice theory and regional theory. To advance this growing field, more conceptual clarity
is needed. Also in case, it has been aimed to add relevance and momentum to the
literature of spatial justice at regional level by developing a foreground for the future
studies.

Keywords: spatial Justice, regional Inequality, new Regionalism, qualitative content
analysis.

1 . Associate Professor of Urban and Regional Planning, Urban and Regional Planning Department,
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran Corresponding Author).

P4 h-dadashpoor@modares.ac.ir

2 . PhD Candidate of Urban and Regional Planning, Urban and Regional Planning Department,
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran.

P4 nina.alvandipour@modares.ac.ir


https://www.doi.org/10.24200/isih.2019.3057.3370
http://www.isih.ir/article_284.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

Vol. 10
No. 3
Summer 2018

INTRODUCTION

Regional development, especially in developing countries, has always faced many
challenges, including inequality and spatial injustice. In order to overcome these
challenges, justice-oriented approaches such as territorial justice, environmental
justice, and spatial justice have been raised to reducing regional inequalities in
planning debates .On the other hand, space structure is an important dimension of
human society which reflects the social facts and phenomena. Hence, justice and
injustice are occurring at different levels from national to local, and the concept of
"spatial justice" reveals its importance in the spatial dimension.

PURPOSE

Accordingly, during the last two decades, spatial justice studies in response to the
issue of regional inequalities have attracted the mind of the scholars in the area of
regional studies; and many scientific opinions have appeared in this field. Therefore
to advance this growing field, more conceptual clarity is needed. Also in case, it has
been aimed to add relevance and momentum to the literature of spatial justice at
regional level by developing a foreground for the future studies.

METHODOLOGY

To achieve the above aims, the concepts or criteria of sustainability in some In order
to lead up to and clarify the theoretical background, the purpose of this study is to
systematically review the regional inequalities literature and to draw a map of the
spatial justice as a research domain. Therefore, this paper intend to review the
scholarly literature of spatial justice on the regional scale to clarify the theoretical
ambiguity in this field. The article is based on a systematic review and content
analysis strategy. Systematic review is a second-order analysis that seeks to not only
synthesize the results of prior works, but also to reflect upon the processes within
those researches. In order to perform this meta-study, the databases of all articles
published in peer-reviewed journals were searched. The study population consisted
of 33 academic articles with a focus on spatial justice since 2000. Methods such as
open coding was used to collect and analyze the data.

RESULT

The results indicate that the spatial justice had not been well defined. Existing
concepts and approaches were contradictory and underdeveloped with respect to
incorporation of crucial concepts found in both justice theory and regional theory.
To advance this growing field, more conceptual clarity is needed. Also in case, it has
been aimed to add relevance and momentum to the literature of spatial justice at
regional level by developing a foreground for future studies. Consequently, by using
both systematic review and content analysis, the subject matter is explicated and
organized, and thus the conceptual background (concepts, approaches, themes and



methods) that characterize the development and change of this issue are discussed.
In case, it has been aimed to add relevance and momentum to the literature of
spatial justice at regional level by developing a foreground for future studies.

DISCUSSION

The regional inequality literature in domain of spatial justice consists of
considerable advancements and contributions made by scholars and practitioners.
This study explores the articles published in scholarly peer-reviewed journals
between 2000 and 2017 and uses systematic review and content analysis. The
conceptual background of regional spatial justice literature can be clustered under
four research phase: (1) territorial justice, 1950-1970; (2) environmental equity,
1970-1990; (3) spatial equity, 1985-2000; and (4) Spatial Justice, after 2000. Also,
there are mainly two distinct approaches on theoretical framework of regional
spatial justice: distributional spatial justice and procedural spatial justice.

CONCLUSION

The regional inequality literature in domain of spatial justice is still open for
development, and there are gaps in the literature in terms of theories and
approaches. There is a need to find common ground between distributional and
procedural regional spatial justice approaches. Both of them have essential
foundations, and merging them would generate specific theories and processes.
Moreover, the knowledge should be deepened regarding new regionalism as related
to decision-making and empowering process. In that sense, descriptive findings
should be construed with theories and related concepts. Besides that, normative
conclusions should be derived.

NOVELTY

During the last two decades, spatial justice studies in response to the issue of
regional inequalities have attracted the mind of the scholars in the area of regional
studies; and many scientific opinions have appeared in this field. However, in
general, most of the studies in both domains do not refer clearly to the theoretical
backgrounds and do not advance testable models or hypotheses. And so, there is a
lack of theoretical development and practical clarification. Therefore, to fill this gap
in the realm of “spatial justice in opposition to regional inequalities”, it’s important
for generating new insights. This article tries to answer the question by reviewing,
summarizing and evaluating the relevant literature in a systematic way.
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