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Extended Abstract

One of the most important topics have been studied in Cultural geography field, is
investigating the relationship between environment conditions and its effects on culture
and how their mutual influence on each other. In this regard, some cultural elements are
raised by natural geography condition and is related by natural dimensions and
characteristics of geographic space. These ecological characteristics lead formation of the
unique cultural landscape of space. In other word, the reasons for the emergence of this
symbol culture were related to natural features. For example, many part of the religion
function include provide solutions for problems that there are in the place. This trend is
terminated to the formation of religious thoughts that particularly is led by natural space.
Obviously, Religion in Iran is certainly not the exception in this category, and there is
some part of fundamental causes of characteristics Religions in Iran were affected by
natural foundations of Iran’s plateau. In this regard, in this paper this question has been
proposed, how had been affected natural geographical indexes on religious thoughts
before Islam rise and after it? In this research for responding to this question, have been
struggled with explanting and analytical approaches, was checked natural fundamental
causes of religious thoughts in Iran. Finding research reveals that, natural conditions of
Iran plateau or even in the Middle East such as climatologic characteristics or
geomorphologic conditions, hydro issues, have been very effective roles on religious
thoughts before entering of Islam to Iran and after it.
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Introduction

One of the most important topics have been studied in the cultural geography is investigating
the relationship between environment conditions and its effects on culture and how their
mutual influence on each other. In this regard, some cultural elements are raised by natural
geography condition and is related by natural dimensions and characteristics of geographic
space. These ecological characteristics conducted the formation of unique cultural landscape.
In other word, the reasons for the emergence of this symbol culture was related to natural
features. Religion is also a part of culture, and in part regions particularly in the Middle
Easter, religion cultures is one of the essential elements that influences on the rest of culture.
For example, many part of the religion thoughts provide some solutions way for overcome on
environmental issues that there are in the place. In many cases, environmental features have
produced some religious beliefs. Obviously, Religion in Iran certainly is not exception from
this approaches, and also some part of Religions characteristics in Iran were affected by
natural foundations of Iran’s plateau.

The aims of this research is to study the effects of geographical elements and symbols on
Iranian culture and identity. In this regard, in order to accurately study the epistemological
dimensions of religious thoughts in Iran, should be carefully considered the ecological
dimensions of it.

Methodology

In this regard, in this paper this question has been proposed, “how had been affected natural
geographical indexes on religious thoughts before Islam rise and after it?” In this research for
responding to this question, have been struggled with descriptive and analytical approaches,
is explained the ecological causes of religious thoughts in Iran.

Result

In this regard, the most important and persistent religious characteristics of the Iranian
people that influenced by the natural geography of Iran's plateau can be expressed in the
following ways:

1- Zoroaster's religion, as one of the oldest religions in Iran, was the result of reforms and
struggles with superstitions that existed in the ancient Aryans' religion. In the beliefs and
teachings of Zoroastrian religion, duality, goodness and ugliness, beauty and evil are also
based on environmental data. For examples the symbol of mercifulness and purity include
sun, rain, justice, etc., and the symbol of ugly was drought, cold, famine, pests, illness, lies and
injustice (al-Ghafoor, 2001: 41).

2- The geographical arena of the Zoroastrian emergence was in the Kharazmo and the main
source of livelihood for the people in this region and in this period time was livestock and
nomadic region (Kaviani Rad and Thamei, 1392: 254). Since the emergence of rationality and
civility was less compatible with the principles of nomadic life, therefore; one of the
important thoughts of Zoroastrianism was to persuade people to move from predator or
nomadic life (Lashgari, 1396: 65) to cultivation and agricultural life style.



3- The turning of the Iranians people to the Shi'i religion was entirely influenced by the
geographical environment. Because in view of the remote geographical position of Iran
towards the center of the Umayyad and Abbasids territory in the Sham and Hijaz, this area
has always been a safe area for the opposition to the ruling dynasties. On the other hand, the
geographic area of northwest of Iran due to geomorphologic barriers; It has been quite
favorable for the emergence of distinctive thoughts. Historically, especially in the
northeastern and northwestern part of Iran, has always been the source of religious
innovations within the framework of Islamic philosophy.

4- In this regard, even the expansion of Islamic religion in Iran is also influenced by the
geographic structure of Iranian land. So that, after the failure of Iran from the Arabs in the
battle of Qadisiyah and in the Zagros Mountains, the progress of Islam was accelerated. Also,
the strategic mistakes of the Sassanian Empire in moving the capital to out of the Iranian
plateau and deploy it on the non-defensive area in Mesopotamia, were other reasons for this
failure.

Discussion

There is a fundamental cultural homogeneity between before and after Islam, and it is
possible to speak of Iranian culture as a coherent whole without neglecting the important
differences between Iranian culture before and after Islam. Generally, two different
worldviews cannot stay in a land for a long time and this process is entirely due to the Iranian
plateau environment background.

Conclusion

Finding research reveals that the natural conditions of Iran plateau or even in the Middle East
such as climatologic characteristics or geomorphologic conditions, hydro issues, have been
very effective roles on religious thoughts before entering of Islam to Iran and after it. In
addition, the environmental hazards on the plateau of Iran have also played an important
role in the emergence and consistency of some Iranian people religious beliefs.

Novelty

In the religion sociology studies in Iran, is less considered to mutual relationships between
religion thoughts and the geographical environment. This article has focused on some
characteristics of religions in Iran, which has been strongly influenced by the geographic
environment and continuation of some religious beliefs from Iran has derived from these
process.
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