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ABSTRACT

Considering the impact of fourth generation universities on social, economic and, cultural
developments as well as the growth and development of local and regional communities,
the main purpose of this article is to study the dimension and develop a fourth-generation
university model for Iranian universities. The study was conducted within the framework
of a qualitative approach and using the grounded theory strategy. The statistical
population included experts and specialists in the field of higher education. Using the
purposive sampling method, the required data was gathered through semi-structured
interviews with 25 experts. The data analysis was performed using MAXQDA software
and based on Strauss and Corbin design in three stages of open, axial and selective coding.
To validate and review the results, they were given to the interviewees and then using the
peer review technique by five experts of higher education, the validity of the research was
confirmed. Findings showed that the component of responsible value-creating university
as a central phenomenon, transformationalism and adaptability as causal factors,
responsible leadership, development of professional skills of human capital and developer
curriculum as action strategies, components of specialized and professional policy-
making, culture responsible innovation culture and transformational structure were
identified as underlying conditions, whereas; academic independence and developer
financial models were identified as the intervening components of the fourth generation
university. The main consequence of the interaction of all the mentioned components is
regional development, which plays a vital role in the development and growth of the local
and national community in areas such as: cultural, social, economic and environmental.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, as societies are gradually moving towards knowledge-based societies, the
role of universities in social issues, especially regional and local ones, is becoming
more prominent. Universities have emerged from subsidiary to major institutions
for the growth and development of communities and their role has been defined as
an engine of innovation (Cai, Ma, & Chen, 2020). Undoubtedly, the "development
of higher education" is considered as a new feature at global, national and local
levels (Samri, 2017). Over the past decades, due to rapid changes and advancement
of science and technology as well as economic, political and cultural transitions,
universities too have experienced changes in their domain. In order for universities
to be able to carry out their missions in the best possible way, they must review their
goals, perspectives and activities and replace them with new and contemporary
perspectives (Mosavi, Salehi, Omran, Mosavi & Ferasatkhah, 2020).

PURPOSE

Universities will be successful when they are able to identify themselves with the
social texture in which they exist, identify and conceive cultural, social, economic
and political priorities of their society, and adjust their vision and mission
accordingly. Undoubtedly, successful and leading universities, while using global
experiences, formulate their missions by taking into account the priorities of local
and national communities, and take steps to fulfill their social and cultural
responsibilities by empowering their place and region for sustainable development.
Considering the impact of fourth generation universities in the development of
local and regional communities, this research seeks to investigate the dimension of
the fourth-generation university and develop a model for Iranian universities.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was conducted within the framework of a qualitative approach,
utilizing the grounded theory strategy. The statistical population included experts
and specialists in the field of higher education. Using the purposive sampling
method, the required data was collected through interviews with 25 experts using a
semi-structured questionnaire. The data analysis was performed using MAXQDA
software and based on Strauss and Corbin design through three stages of open, axial
and selective coding. In order to confirm the validity of the results, a peer review
was done by five experts.

FINDINGS

The findings showed that the component of responsible value-creating university as
a central phenomenon, transformationalism and adaptability as causal factors,
responsible leadership, development of professional skills of human capital and
developer curriculum as action strategies, as well as components of specialized and



professional policy-making, responsible innovation culture, and transformational
structure were identified as the underlying conditions whereas academic
independence, and developer financial models were intervening components of the
fourth generation university. The main outcome of the interaction between
aforementioned components is regional development, which plays a vital role in the
development and growth of local and national communities in areas such as:
cultural, social, economic and environmental. As the paper explains the fourth
generation university model is designed in the form of a logical one that includes
causes, contexts and factors of intervention on the central phenomenon and
strategies for creating a fourth generation university and its consequences.

CONCLUSION

The fourth-generation university is a responsible social institution that, relying on
its unique features and capabilities, plays an important role for dynamics and
constructive changes of that society in all dimensions and hence, is a basis for social
development and growth. With transformation and advancement of the
international community in various domains, the vision of a dynamic and creative
civil society and their horizons have undoubtedly changed the missions of
universities amid emerging demands that too pave the way for transformations in
universities as well. The fourth-generation university, while adapting to social
changes, manages rapid and complex changes with its own flexibility, skillfulness
and dynamism, and therefore will be the creator of a dynamic society.

NOVELTY

Findings and the proposed model in this article can provide conditions for Iranian
universities to move towards fourth generation universities. On the other hand, it
helps policymakers and planners of Iran's higher education system use this model to
facilitate their decisions and planning for universities in accordance with regional
conditions and their creative interactions with the world of work, industry,
technology and community.
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