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ABSTRACT

The article defines and identifies features of the ecological humanities, understood as a
symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. It focuses on
ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late nineties within the
framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism, Eurocentrism, and Western
science. The article highlights the role of traditional ecological knowledge, as well as the
development of biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human,
social sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and non-
humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and anticipate
future knowledge building in terms of extended mind, distributed cognition,
biocommunication, and empathy.
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INTRODUCTION

The article will define and identify features of the ecological humanities, understood
as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. I am particularly
interested in ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late
nineties within the framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism,
Eurocentrism, and Western science. The paper will highlight the role of traditional
ecological knowledges and native knowledges, as well as the development of
biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human, social
sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and
non-humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and
anticipate future knowledge productions in terms of extended mind and distributed
cognition.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to define and identify features of the ecological
humanities, understood as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific
paradigm.

METHODOLOGY

An extensive interdisciplinary literature review was conducted, accompanied by
qualitative research methods including textual analysis, deep reading, and
consultations with experts. This approach allows for a comprehensive exploration
of the ecological humanities, integrating diverse perspectives from various scientific
and indigenous knowledge systems.

FINDINGS
The main findings of the article are:

A) Paradigmatic Shift in Humanities: The article highlights a significant shift
towards ecological humanities, which is seen as a symptom of a broader scientific
paradigm shift that integrates ecological and environmental concerns with
humanistic studies.

B) Development of Ecological Humanities: It identifies the emergence of
ecological humanities, which challenge traditional anthropocentric and Eurocentric
perspectives within the humanities by incorporating posthumanist critiques of
anthropocentrism and indigenous knowledges.

C) Role of Biohumanities: The article points to the development of
biohumanities, which integrates human and social sciences with life sciences,



creating a more inclusive and interconnected type of knowledge that transcends
traditional disciplinary boundaries.

D) Vision of Symbiotic Meta-communities: The ecological humanities propose a
utopian vision where humans and non-humans coexist within meta-communities
based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, anticipating a
future of knowledge building characterized by extended mind, distributed
cognition, biocomunication and empathy.

E) Integration of Indigenous Knowledge: The findings emphasize the
importance of incorporating traditional ecological knowledges and indigenous
perspectives, which enrich the humanities and challenge Western-centric
epistemologies.

CONCLUSION

Today's humanities contribute to the creation of a holistic, inclusive, integrated, and
complementary body of knowledge that merges the humanities with the natural
sciences and incorporates indigenous knowledges. Additionally, the progressive
developments in artificial intelligence and biocommunication are poised to
fundamentally transform the field of humanities. In what may be its most
revolutionary aspect, the human is not the sole author of this emerging knowledge.

NOVELTY

The article, originally published in Polish in 2013, introduces an innovative
interdisciplinary framework that combines ecological, posthumanist, and
biohumanistic insights, presenting a novel approach to understanding the
intersections between humanistic disciplines and scientific inquiry. It proposes a
radical transformation in the study of humanities by incorporating traditional
ecological knowledges, non-human perspectives and an a merge with biological
sciences, fundamentally challenging traditional human-centric methodologies. It is
pioneering in foreseeing a holistic and integrated model of knowledge building that
incorporates concepts of extended cognition and distributed mindsets, leveraging
developments in various scientific fields to enrich humanistic studies.
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INTRODUCTION

The article will define and identify features of the ecological humanities, understood
as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. I am particularly
interested in ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late
nineties within the framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism,
Eurocentrism, and Western science. The paper will highlight the role of traditional
ecological knowledges and native knowledges, as well as the development of
biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human, social
sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and
non-humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and
anticipate future knowledge productions in terms of extended mind and distributed
cognition.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to define and identify features of the ecological
humanities, understood as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific
paradigm.

METHODOLOGY

An extensive interdisciplinary literature review was conducted, accompanied by
qualitative research methods including textual analysis, deep reading, and
consultations with experts. This approach allows for a comprehensive exploration
of the ecological humanities, integrating diverse perspectives from various scientific
and indigenous knowledge systems.

FINDINGS
The main findings of the article are:

A) Paradigmatic Shift in Humanities: The article highlights a significant shift
towards ecological humanities, which is seen as a symptom of a broader scientific
paradigm shift that integrates ecological and environmental concerns with
humanistic studies.

B) Development of Ecological Humanities: It identifies the emergence of
ecological humanities, which challenge traditional anthropocentric and Eurocentric
perspectives within the humanities by incorporating posthumanist critiques of
anthropocentrism and indigenous knowledges.

C) Role of Biohumanities: The article points to the development of
biohumanities, which integrates human and social sciences with life sciences,



creating a more inclusive and interconnected type of knowledge that transcends
traditional disciplinary boundaries.

D) Vision of Symbiotic Meta-communities: The ecological humanities propose a
utopian vision where humans and non-humans coexist within meta-communities
based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, anticipating a
future of knowledge building characterized by extended mind, distributed
cognition, biocomunication and empathy.

E) Integration of Indigenous Knowledge: The findings emphasize the
importance of incorporating traditional ecological knowledges and indigenous
perspectives, which enrich the humanities and challenge Western-centric
epistemologies.

CONCLUSION

Today's humanities contribute to the creation of a holistic, inclusive, integrated, and
complementary body of knowledge that merges the humanities with the natural
sciences and incorporates indigenous knowledges. Additionally, the progressive
developments in artificial intelligence and biocommunication are poised to
fundamentally transform the field of humanities. In what may be its most
revolutionary aspect, the human is not the sole author of this emerging knowledge.

NOVELTY

The article, originally published in Polish in 2013, introduces an innovative
interdisciplinary framework that combines ecological, posthumanist, and
biohumanistic insights, presenting a novel approach to understanding the
intersections between humanistic disciplines and scientific inquiry. It proposes a
radical transformation in the study of humanities by incorporating traditional
ecological knowledges, non-human perspectives and an a merge with biological
sciences, fundamentally challenging traditional human-centric methodologies. It is
pioneering in foreseeing a holistic and integrated model of knowledge building that
incorporates concepts of extended cognition and distributed mindsets, leveraging
developments in various scientific fields to enrich humanistic studies.
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