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ABSTRACT

In today’s rapidly evolving academic landscape, the emergence of new sciences necessitates
a reevaluation of classic theories and concepts through an interdisciplinary lens. One
notable field making waves is cognitive science, which offers compelling theories and
insights into the workings of the mind and cognitive processes. This has prompted scholars
interested in the interplay between cognition and culture to critically assess the
contributions of cognitive studies to our understanding of social and cultural phenomena.
Among the disciplines affected are the social sciences, particularly sociology. Over the past
few decades, sociologists have sought to revise their foundational concepts and theories in
light of findings from cognitive science, especially those from cognitive psychologists and
neuroscientists. This has led to the establishment of a new interdisciplinary field known as
cognitive sociology. However, like any emerging discipline, cognitive sociology grapples
with internal tensions stemming from differing perspectives. This article aims to explore
the historical approaches and traditions within this nascent field using an analytical-
descriptive method. It will demonstrate how adopting a balanced perspective between
strong and weak interpretations of the relationship between culture and cognition can
foster a productive and synergistic dialogue between sociology and cognitive sciences,
ultimately enriching the field of cognitive sociology.
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INTRODUCTION

Examining two common approaches in Cognitive Sociology,such as Zerubavel and
DiMaggio, as well as the traditions emerging from classical sociology that have
influenced these two approaches, i.e. Durkheimian, Goffmanian and Bourdieuian
tradition, this article have shown that there are two dominant discourses in
contemporary cognitive sociology about the relationship between culture and
cognition; which are isolationist discourse (weak version) and reductionist discourse
(strong version). The scholars in isolationist discourse, which uses sociology to
explain cognitive capabilities, believe that the cognition of an individual is an
epiphenomenal entity that is determined by the context of culture and society, on the
other hand, the scholars in reductionist discourse believe that it is the individual
knowledge that produces macro-level of cultural phenomena and not the other way
around.

The advocators of the strong version, who are strongly opposed to isolationist
sociology, believe that keeping sociology alive and active in cognitive science era
could not be achieved by "quasi-interdisciplinary" fields with the titles of "Sociology
X", such as "Sociology of Culture and Knowledge'. They argue that since the
isolationist approach ignores actual cognitive sciences: rather than going to the
established experts on cognition, it seeks to re-conceptualize their research object, it
could not encourage any actual interdisciplinary exchange. Some consider the origin
of isolationist approach is the "sociological hubris" in not even bothering to engage
with decades of research in a field, a hubris which resembles the early 20" century
ambition of sociology to become the queen of social sciences. The critics of the
isolationist approach, believes that in order for cognitive sociology to maintain its
dynamism and contribute to the production of science, it must engage with cognitive
science and keep in mind the assumption that cognitive scientists know more than
them about cognition and mind and their findings could help sociologists in better
understanding of culture and society.

On the other hand, we should be aware of the serious threat in strong version
(reductionist view) of cognitive science in the realm of sociology. Since this
reductionist view defends the abandonment of the cultural sociology concepts and
theories. Ii the other word, rather than cultural sociology turning towards cognitive
science, the defenders of reductionist view want to put aside cultural sociology and
its traditions from cognitive sociology and they want to make sociology a branch of
cognitive psychology, which scholars like Durkheim tried to avoid it. Therefore, the
reductionist view of sociology and its several hundred years of achievements is a big
obstacle in the way of attracting the attention of sociologists to the interdisciplinary
fields of cognitive sociology, not having even a course of cognitive sociology or even
cognitive anthropology in social science departments in Iran can be seen as an



example of this claim. One of the reasons for the refusal of accepting cognitive social
science is that social science thinkers, in addition to their misinterpretations of the
concept of cognition, when faced with the overlooking the achievements of social
sciences in the reductionist discourse, become worried about reducing their
achievements to the psychology and cognitive neuroscience. Therefore, applying
such a reductionist view to social sciences in cognitive sociology is a path that will
lead us to astray instead of achieving prosperity.

PURPOSE

Now an important question will arise whether cognitive sociology should adopt one of
these two stands or there is a moderate way in which we can have a fruitful contribution
with cognitive sciences without ignoring the value of cultural sociology. In other words,
can we consider neurons and mental schemas as the micro-foundation of culture in a way
that do not trivialize concepts such as social phenomena and logic of actions? It should
not be forgotten that according to DiMaggio (7991), cognitive sociology will be
scientifically valuable when it does not marginalize the concepts and perspectives of
cognitive science and cultural sociology and can adapt these conceptual frameworks to

each other.

METHODOLOGY

Using an analytical-descriptive method this article aims to explore the historical
approaches and traditions within cognitive sociology.

FINDINGS

As a result, we can find a moderate way that translates the concepts between these two.
Such an approach can be achieved only through the design of a larger and more inclusive
field called "Cognitive Cultural Sociology". In this way, the existing theories in sociology
can be tested against the findings of cognitive psychology and cognitive neuroscience,
because this path will help sociology and its theories to achieve explanatory adequacy in
addition to observational and descriptive adequacy. In other words, by taking such an
approach, one can find an answer to the questions, e.g., whether a religious upbringing
affects our mental processing and our conceptualization of the world and does this claim
have a psychological reality, or why people in different religious traditions conceptualize
social phenomena in different ways and take different actions.

CONCLUSION

By adopting such a moderate path, we can re-evaluate the findings of various fields of
cognitive science in the field of sociological research and show how much what happens
in the laboratory of cognitive neuroscience and cognitive psychology have a social reality
in our daily lives.
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NOVELTY

This article demonstrate how adopting a balanced perspective between strong and weak
interpretations of the relationship between culture and cognition can foster a productive
and synergistic dialogue between sociology and cognitive sciences, ultimately enriching
the field of cognitive sociology.
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