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ABSTRACT

The study of historical wisdom concerning the relationship between humans and the
ecosystem is of fundamental importance for understanding sustainable modes of human
settlement within the natural environment in the past. The present research introduces the
features of this wisdom and explores how it can be studied within the conceptual framework
of “Eco-oriented Wisdom,” drawing upon insights from the two research domains of
“Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)” and “Ecological wisdom (EW).” It then turns to
the concept of abadani (prosperity), a recurrent notion in ancient Iranian and the early
Islamic texts, in order to explicate the human-environment relationship. This article seeks
to demonstrate that abadani, within the ecological civilization of ancient Iran, constitutes a
dimension of the eco- oriented wisdom framework and can be analyzed accordingly. The
research method adopts an interdisciplinary approach and employs content analysis of
textual sources. The findings reveal that abadani can be interpreted through the four
features of eco- oriented wisdom—holism, careful observation, action-orientation, and
value-orientation—and can be examined on three levels: worldview, interaction, and
environmental knowledge, within the context of ancient Iran. Positioned at the intersection
of landscape architecture, history, and ecology, this study contributes to the conceptual
framing of the components of ecological civilization in ancient Iran.
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INTRODUCTION

Many examples of human settlement in ecosystems throughout history testify to
humankind’s awareness and assessment of the natural environment and the
application of an embedded form of wisdom within it. In recent decades, the two
concepts of Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Ecological Wisdom have been
introduced as efforts to recognize indigenous and historical forms of wise interaction
with ecosystems (Berkes, 2008; Yang & Young, 2019). The present study employs the
conceptual framework of Eco-oriented Wisdom, derived from an analysis of the
fundamental principles of these two concepts, to explain the characteristics of this
wisdom and the ways it may be studied.

Understanding such wisdom in the context of ancient Iran is particularly
significant, given the multiplicity and diversity of historical landscapes characterized
by continuity of habitation and minimal ecological degradation. According to
previous researches, the practice undertaken by humans in ancient Iran for
settlement and the continuation of life in ecosystem was abadani (to cultivate, to
prosper), and it reflects the complex relationship between humans and nature within
the value system of ancient Iran (Canepa, 2013; Choksy, 1988; Payne, 2013; Ashraf,
1975; Piran, 2005; Shaghaghi, 2011; Qayoumi-Bidhendi; Danayi-Far, 2016).

PURPOSE

This study argues that the concept of abadani, which articulates the Iranian approach
to nature in relation to settlement and livelihood based on worldview and values,
constitutes a dimension of this historical wisdom and can be analyzed within the
conceptual framework of Eco-oriented Wisdom.

METHODOLOGY

The research strategy, in both the domains of eco-oriented wisdom and abadani, is
based on content analysis of texts. In the eco-oriented wisdom section, by searching
the two keywords “Ecological Wisdom” and “Traditional Ecological Knowledge” in
reputable databases, related studies were collected, screened, and analyzed through
open and axial coding. In the abadani section, the method of content analysis of texts
was also employed. For this purpose, primary sources were reviewed in Zotero
software, and the content was extracted in the form of open and axial codes
(components).

FINDINGS
The Conceptual Framework of Eco-oriented Wisdom

Eco-oriented wisdom is defined through four core characteristics. The first is holism,
whereby the ecosystem, including humans, is regarded as a complex and
interconnected system. Indigenous peoples, both experientially and intuitively, have



engaged with this complexity through constant observation, monitoring, and the
construction of mental models (Yang et al., 2019, p. 38; Berkes, 2008, p. 201; Berkes
& Berkes, 2009, p. 7). The second is careful observation, in which cultural value
systems enhance the accuracy and sensitivity of environmental perception.
Furthermore, the relative limitations of historical technologies fostered a more direct
relationship with the environment (Saxena & Rao, 2023, p. 17). The third is practice
orientation. Unlike modern knowledge, which is less grounded in lived experience
and trial-and-error, wisdom integrates theory and practice, with its practical
dimension considered fundamental. The fourth is value orientation, as wise
engagement with the ecosystem is guided by each culture’s system of values (Dasta,
Shokri, Pakdaman, & Fath-Abadi, 2020, p. 86). These values encompass multiple
dimensions, including the human being as part of the biosphere community, the
sanctity of the biosphere, and recognition of its complexity and power.

The study of ecological wisdom occurs on three levels: worldview, knowledge, and
Practice. At one end, it involves analyzing the macro-level worldview and the micro-
level of knowledge; at the other, through reverse engineering, it examines the product
of decision-making and practice—that is, the landscape. Worldview exerts
overarching influence on both knowledge and landscape, while the process among
these three levels is interactive and reciprocal.

The Concept of Abadani in Ancient Iran

In Avestan, Pahlavi, and early Islamic texts, abadani appears both as a religious and
ethical duty and as a practical manifestation of human-environment relations. This
relationship is explained through six components. First is the rights of ecosystem
elements, whereby nature is recognized as a collection of beings endowed with
intrinsic rights to life, similar to humans (Vakili, 2007). Second is mutual benefit,
where human needs are met by “uncovering and utilizing” the potentials of natural
elements, which themselves seek to fulfill this role. Third is holistic structure of
ecosystem, in which all entities—human and non-human—are regarded as
interconnected organs of a single living whole. A prominent expression of this
holistic view is the concept of asha (Boyce, 2002, p. 30). Besides this holistic view is
reflected in metaphors likening the cosmos to the human body (Farnbagh Dadagi,
1990, p. 124). Fourth is dynamic balance, referring to the essential condition for
abadant: the capacity to intervene in the ecosystem with the awareness that, although
its individual elements are constantly changing, the system as a whole remains in
balance and stability. Fifth is polymath of human agency which requires the presence
of a human agent who is broadly knowledgeable and skilled across multiple domains,
and who possesses integrative wisdom linking theory and practice. Sixth is justice of
human agency, inseparably tied to adbadani. Justice is realized through the decree and
grace of Ahura Mazda, mediated by the king, ruler, or city founder, and thus
prosperity is achieved by the “Good Power.” The term dad derives from the Avestan
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root da- meaning “law” (Shaghaghi, 2011, p. 42). The existence of such law is evident
in the class structure, social hierarchy, and systems of professions and duties that
organized society.

CONCLUSION

The examination of the components of dbadani in ancient Iran within the framework
of Eco-oriented Wisdom demonstrated that abadani can be interpreted as an
expression of this wisdom, with its four fundamental features—holism, careful
observation, practice orientation, and value orientation—clearly present at the core
of prosperity. In this sense, abadani emphasizes the interconnectedness of human
and non-human beings within a living whole, the sanctity and rights of natural
elements, the necessity of precise observation and understanding of ecosystem, and
action in harmony with values and cosmic order. Thus, abadani emerges as a sacred
and wise practice that, at both individual and social levels, becomes an instrument for
sustaining order and fostering ecological flourishing.

Abadani can also be studied within the framework of eco-oriented wisdom,
encompassing the levels of worldview, knowledge, and landscape. At the level of
worldview, particularly in the Zoroastrian tradition, detailed principles articulate the
various aspects of human-environment relations. Here, the human being is perceived
as part of the system rather than as an external observer, and is called to acceptance
and adaptability in the face of constant ecological change. Moreover, this level
embodies a belief in the transformative impact of @abadani on the cosmic scale of asha
and the destiny of creation within the realm of good.

The components of abadani also implicitly underscore the necessity of
environmental knowledge, which forms the basis of human intervention in the
ecosystem. This knowledge extends beyond the recognition of natural elements to the
activation of their potentials.

Finally, in the sense of guardianship, abadani is directed toward forms of
intervention in the ecosystem that yield the product of landscape. References in
historical texts to diverse manifestations of abadani—from tree planting and water
channeling to the founding of cities and construction of extensive infrastructures for
water and roads—confirm this orientation. At the practical level, attention to its
multi-scalar nature, ranging from agriculture to governance and territorial
management, is essential.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this research lies in applying the conceptual framework of Eco-
oriented Wisdom to analyze the concept of abadani and to reveal the linkage between
its components and the fundamental features of this wisdom. By integrating history,
ecology, and landscape architecture, this approach provides a foundation for



expanding interdisciplinary studies on human-ecosystem interaction. The
originality and value of the study rest in highlighting the value-oriented and holistic
perspective of ancient Iran toward the ecosystem, which can serve as a basis for
rethinking contemporary policies and strategies.
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