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ABSTRACT

The sense of place, as an inherently interdisciplinary and multilayered concept, occupies a
central position in understanding human lived experience. This study adopts a qualitative
approach and employs comparative analysis to examine the factors that shape the sense of
place within the realms of architecture and cinema. By leveraging the analytical capacities
of interdisciplinary inquiry, it proposes a comprehensive framework for interpreting this
phenomenon. The primary objective of this research is to explicate the common foundations
of sense of place within an interdisciplinary approach. This study serves as an example of
applying an interdisciplinary approach in the humanities, contributing both to the
development of interdisciplinary research methodology and to a deeper understanding of
the concept of sense of place. In this regard, three levels, physical, activity-based, and
semantic, have been selected as the main dimensions of analysis. The results demonstrate
that despite the media differences between architecture and cinema, the mechanisms of
sense of place formation in both domains follow a similar pattern and lead to an integrated
experience through the interaction of physical, behavioral, and semantic elements. This
research emphasizes the synergistic capacity of architecture and cinema in creating
meaningful and narrative-oriented spaces, and introduces the interdisciplinary approach as
an effective tool for understanding the complexities of place experience in contemporary
cultural and social contexts.
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INTRODUCTION

The sense of place, as an inherently interdisciplinary, occupies a fundamental
position in architectural and urban studies by addressing the deep and dynamic
relationship between human beings and place, a relationship that gains meaning
through lived experience and transforms physical space into a meaningful and
identity-laden environment. Cinema, since its emergence, has likewise provided a
unique platform for representing and reimagining the sense of place through the
creation of narrative and visual spaces. While architecture organizes and designs real
spaces to enable tangible and concrete experiences, cinema constructs mental and
imaginative environments capable of shaping perception and emotion. From this
perspective, despite their differences in nature and medium, both architecture and
cinema are intrinsically tied to the experience of place and play a decisive role in
shaping human perception. Despite numerous studies within each of these fields, the
interdisciplinary approach to the sense of place and a comparative exploration of its
formation mechanisms in architecture and cinema have remained relatively
underexplored. This research gap is particularly significant in the face of the
increasing complexity of cultural and social issues in contemporary Iranian urban
contexts, where the need to rethink place quality and create integrated, narrative-
oriented experiences of place has become ever more pressing. The absence of a
coherent theoretical framework for interdisciplinary analysis not only prevents
architecture and cinema from mutually benefiting from each other’s capacities but
also limits opportunities to deepen the understanding of place experience and enhance
spatial quality. Accordingly, the primary objective of this study is to articulate the
shared foundations of the sense of place and to propose a theoretical—practical
framework that integrates architectural and cinematic approaches to achieve a more
profound and applicable understanding of place experience. Employing a qualitative
methodology and comparative analysis, this research seeks to reveal how the
interaction of physical, behavioral, and semantic elements operates within both
disciplines and to highlight the synergistic potential of architecture and cinema in
fostering meaningful spaces and enriched lived experiences in contemporary cultural
and social settings.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a qualitative approach within an interdisciplinary framework
and applies the method of comparative analysis to investigate the mechanisms
shaping the sense of place in the domains of architecture and cinema. In the first
phase, theoretical data were collected through library-based research, and key
concepts related to the sense of place were identified and examined based on the
perspectives of leading theorists. These concepts were then organized into primary
analytical categories to clarify the physical, activity-based, and semantic dimensions



of the phenomenon. In the next phase, the components of the sense of place in
architecture were classified according to validated sources, and their conceptual
counterparts in cinema were systematically derived. This process, grounded in the
capacities of interdisciplinary studies, enabled a structured comparison between the
two fields. To illustrate the relationships among the extracted components,
comparative tables were developed, allowing for a detailed analysis of the points of
convergence and divergence between architecture and cinema in the creation and
transmission of the sense of place. Given that the sense of place relies on human
perception and lived experience, the analysis focused not on superficial similarities
of elements but on the shared mechanisms of influence on perception and experience.
The application of comparative analysis within an interdisciplinary context thus
provided a coherent framework for recognizing the synergistic potential of
architecture and cinema to enhance the quality of place experience in both domains.

FINDINGS

The comparative analysis revealed that the sense of place, despite the different
natures and media of architecture and cinema, follows a similar pattern shaped by the
interaction of three principal dimensions: physical, activity-based, and semantic.
Within the physical dimension, three categories emerged “context and setting”,
“form and structure”, and “sensory energies”. These refer respectively to
environmental and climatic factors, spatial and geometric configurations, and sensory
elements such as light, color, and sound. In architecture, they are manifested through
climatic design, spatial organization, and natural or artificial lighting, while in cinema
they are represented through location selection, set design, camera movement,
cinematic lighting, and sound design. Despite differing tools, both fields employ
these factors to create a multisensory and enriched experience of place. The activity-
based dimension encompasses “diversity and coherence”, “social relations and
interactions”, and “events”. Diversity and coherence are achieved in architecture by
enabling a range of functions and users, and in cinema through the representation of
varied characters, spaces, and editing rhythms. Social interaction is reinforced
through interactive spaces in architecture and through dialogue, mise-en-scéne, and
the depiction of communal relationships in cinema. Events, such as cultural
gatherings or narrative incidents, contribute to memory formation and a sense of
belonging in both disciplines. These findings underline the centrality of human action
and social engagement in constructing the sense of place.

The semantic dimension consists of three core layers: “authenticity”, “identity”,
and “integrity” . Authenticity highlights the connection of place to history, culture,
and reality, expressed in architecture through local materials, historical context, and
site-sensitive design, and in cinema through accurate set reconstruction, culturally
embedded narratives, and realistic visual details. Identity refers to distinctive features
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that give character and personality to a place, reinforced by unique forms, spatial
coherence, and cohesive storytelling. Integrity denotes the overall unity and
continuity of a place, achieved through spatial integration in architecture and through
narrative consistency, visual harmony, and rhythmic editing in cinema.
Collectively, these findings demonstrate that the sense of place is a multilayered and
interdisciplinary construct arising from the synergy of physical, activity-based, and
semantic elements in both architecture and cinema. This convergence not only
deepens the understanding of human lived experience but also strengthens the
potential for designing meaningful spaces and creating credible narrative worlds
through interdisciplinary approaches.

CONCLUSION

Adopting an interdisciplinary and comparative analytical approach, this study
demonstrated that the concept of sense of place in architecture and cinema-despite
differences in medium and expressive tools-rests on shared foundations across three
key dimensions: Physical, Activity-based, and Semantic. Consistent with the seminal
theories of Punter, Steele, Relph, Norberg-Schulz, and Rapoport, the findings affirm
that place emerges from the interplay of physical, social, and meaningful elements,
emphasizing the centrality of human sensory-perceptual experience. Moreover, in
line with the perspectives of Falahat (2006) and Aznab et al (2022), the results
highlight that sense of place extends beyond physical form, weaving subjective,
cultural, and social dimensions into a meaningful and memorable experience. From
a cinematic standpoint, the findings resonate with studies by Mahdavi et al (2024),
Zein-al-Abedini & Abadian (2023), and Kazemian et al (2022), underscoring the
decisive role of set design, visual composition, and temporal narration in evoking a
sense of place. Distinctively, this research bridges the disciplinary gap by providing
an integrated comparative framework rather than focusing solely on either
architecture or cinema. Overall, the study reveals that architecture and cinema can
mutually enrich each other to create a more comprehensive, multisensory, and
enduring experience of place. This convergence demonstrates that an
interdisciplinary perspective serves not merely as a comparative tool but as a means
to enhance architectural design and cinematic storytelling, offering practical
applications for urban design, public spaces, and cinematic set design in generating
believable, meaningful, and identity-driven environments. Within the cultural and
social context of Iran, these insights gain particular relevance, offering pathways to
improve urban quality, enrich public spaces, and more accurately represent
contemporary social realities in Iranian cinema. By doing so, the research not only
fills existing theoretical gaps but also opens new avenues for future interdisciplinary
studies, fostering participatory, cultural, and aesthetic approaches in both architecture
and cinema.



NOVELTY

A review of the literature reveals that, although numerous studies have addressed
different aspects of the sense of place in either architecture or cinema, most have
remained single-disciplinary, lacking a true interdisciplinary perspective. Previous
research has typically focused either on identifying the physical, social, and semantic
factors of sense of place in architecture, or on examining the visual and narrative
elements that represent place in cinema. Consequently, a coherent comparative
framework that integrates the capacities of both domains to analyze, create, and
enhance the experience of place has been absent. The novelty of this study lies in
presenting an interdisciplinary and comparative framework that, for the first time,
identifies and documents the shared mechanisms of place-making in architecture and
cinema. By synthesizing architectural theories with cinematic studies, this framework
enables theoretical and practical synergy between the two space-oriented arts,
offering a structured foundation to improve both spatial design in architecture and
spatial narration in cinema. This approach not only bridges the existing research gap
but also opens new pathways for interdisciplinary investigations and for designing
meaningful spaces within diverse cultural contexts, particularly in contemporary Iran.
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