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ABSTRACT

The theory of social understanding of texts was first introduced by Mohammad-Javad
Mughniyah in his book Figh of Imam Sadiq (AS) as a novel approach to deriving rulings
from juristic evidence, and Martyr Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad-Bager Sadr, by providing
a rigorous formulation of it, considered this approach a turning point in the history of
Islamic jurisprudence. The subject of discourse analysis, meanwhile, involves examining
any semiotic phenomenon, including texts, speech, communicative events, and so on. The
most significant common ground between discourse analysis and the theory of social
understanding of texts can be considered the domain of “language.” According to linguists,
meanings do not exist independently in the mind; rather, meaning resides in language, and
to access meaning, one must understand the structure of language. In the social
understanding of texts, it is also emphasized that the emergence of speech is not fully
realized through literal, situational denotation alone; rather, the social implications of
speech—that is, the rational presuppositions within the context in which the text is issued—
must be considered, and a final interpretation is achieved through the combination of
situational and social denotation. In this article, using an interdisciplinary approach and
descriptive-comparative method, the social understanding of texts from the perspective of
Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad-Baqger Sadr is examined alongside discourse analysis from
the perspectives of Foucault, van Dijk, and Fairclough. Subsequently, the role of employing
discourse analysis and the development of interpretive tools in jurisprudential cases is
discussed.
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INTRODUCTION

Humanity has always striven in social and interpersonal interactions, through various
forms of speech and writing, to distance itself from metaphors and attain the truth of
exchanged meanings. Understanding the meaning of speech gains doubled value
when embedded in a text with an absent author. Here, various schools of linguistics,
hermeneutics, and others employ their efforts to discover the true meaning closest to
the speaker's intent. Discourse analysis, as one of the modern methods in text
comprehension, goes beyond cultural, social, and rational factors to examine the
connection between text and linguistic elements to reveal the complete meaning of a
discourse. Discourse analysis is more of a scientific school intersecting with other
sciences, possessing its own goals, psychological frameworks, and concepts. In the
science of principles of jurisprudence (usul al-figh), the apparent meaning (zahir) is
the first signification that comes to the audience's mind from the word, and its
probative value (hujjiyyah) is accepted. Martyr al-Sadr defines the apparent meaning
as a specific level of signification of speech that combines with conventional (wad'i)
and contextual (siyaqi) significations. The theory of social understanding of the text,
considering the exigencies of human social life, deems common presuppositions as
conveying additional meanings. This is the point of convergence with discourse
analysis, which offers tools such as intertextuality and power-knowledge relations.
The research issue is the differences and affinities between these two approaches, and
its importance lies in expanding tools for juridical inference (istinbat fighi).
Objectives include comparative exploration and expansion of the framework for
social understanding.

PURPOSE

This research seeks to comparatively explore the theoretical and methodological
affinities and differences between the theory of social understanding of the text, as
articulated by Martyr Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr, and discourse
analysis theories proposed by Michel Foucault, Teun van Dijk, and Norman
Fairclough. It aims to investigate how discourse analysis tools, such as intertextuality
and power-knowledge relations, can enhance and expand the framework of social
understanding of the text in juridical inference (istinbat fighi), particularly in non-
devotional domains. Through an interdisciplinary approach, the study endeavors to
enrich the methodology for interpreting sacred texts within their social, cultural, and
historical contexts, thereby advancing the principles of jurisprudence (usul al-figh)
and laying the groundwork for future research on practical applications in economic
and psychological juridical contexts.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is interdisciplinary, descriptive, and comparative. The research
population includes the juridical theories of Martyr al-Sadr and discourse analysis
theories of Foucault, van Dijk, and Fairclough. Sampling is purposive, based on key



works such as Martyr al-Sadr's books (1394b) and discourse analysis texts. Data
collection tools involve documentary and library review. The research process begins
with describing concepts, proceeds to comparative analysis, and culminates in
qualitative analysis to explore the position of discourse analysis in developing tools
for juridical inference. Analyses are conducted using descriptive, explanatory, and
interpretive methods, without specific statistical software, given the qualitative
nature.

FINDINGS

Findings indicate that social understanding of the text emphasizes conventional and
social significations (such as rational presuppositions) and completes the apparent
meaning of speech within a social context. Discourse analysis, with tools like
intertextuality (Fairclough) and power-knowledge relations (Foucault), dissects
hidden linguistic structures. Differences lie in philosophical foundations: discourse
analysis is rooted in post-structuralism and views the text as empowering, while social
understanding focuses on social interpretation in non-devotional domains. Affinities
exist in the domain of language and meaning, where both approaches deem meaning
dependent on social context. The innovation lies in integration: discourse analysis
can enrich social understanding by identifying metaphors in sacred texts. The validity
of results is confirmed through comparative analysis and reference to the
background.

CONCLUSION

The research conclusion demonstrates the complementary nature of the two
approaches, particularly the findings of discourse analysis in developing social
understanding of the text. Results are linked to the background, and it is
recommended that future research focus on economic and psychological juridical
instances. The role of results, with emphasis on synergy for a richer comprehension
of hidden themes, is highlighted in advancing principles of jurisprudence and their
application in understanding texts.

NOVELTY

The novelty lies in the interdisciplinary comparative approach for expanding social
understanding with discourse analysis tools. Limitations include focus on non-
devotional domains and inapplicability to devotions. Scientific applications:
Development of principles of jurisprudence. Social applications: Better
understanding of texts in contemporary societies. Originality: Unprecedented in
meta-thematic integration. Value: Enrichment of juridical inference without
claiming primacy.
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1. Practical Discourse Analysis Method (PDAM)
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