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ABSTRACT

The chaotic state of the global environment indicates the inappropriate exploitation of
nature by humans. Although the philosophy of creation finds meaning in balance and
equilibrium, and this is clearly evident in environmental indicators before human
intervention, the entry of humans and their interference in nature have created instability.
Climate change, water, soil, and air pollution, reduction in biodiversity, severe changes in
land use, and the intensification of extreme events are all due to humans' deviation and non-
compliance with the laws governing nature. In recent decades, many efforts have been made
to solve these problems in various countries around the world, and the emphasis on the
need to return to the principles and system of nature was one of the most important of
them. The term ecological civilization, which was first introduced in 1976 by Feature in the
book "Conditions of Human Survival", has become one of the keywords for human return
to the principles of nature in recent years, so that countries such as China, with a rich and
nature-loving civilizational background, are trying to improve the problems and
imbalances in the country's environment by reviving the traditions of their predecessors in
preserving nature. On the other hand, there are strong beliefs about the need to transition
from the current economy to a green economy based on vital relationships between the
economy, society and the environment. An economy in which growth and development
will not necessarily lead to environmental destruction. This article attempts to find out how
to realize ecological civilization through the green economy. In this regard, by examining
the civilizational background of Iranians in preserving nature, a suitable capacity for the
transition to ecological civilization through a green economy in Iran has been suggested.
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INTRODUCTION

A look at the poor state of environmental indicators in the world indicates the
inappropriate exploitation of nature by humans. Although the philosophy of creation
finds meaning in balance and equilibrium, and this is clearly evident in
environmental indicators before human intervention, the entry of humans and their
interference in nature have created instability. Climate change, water, soil and air
pollution, biodiversity loss, severe land use changes and the intensification of extreme
events are all due to humans not following the laws governing nature. According to
the World Meteorological Organization, in 2024 the average temperature of the Earth
is 1.55 degrees Celsius higher than the average temperature between 1850 and 1900.
Also, 2024 is considered the warmest year recorded in the past 175 years. In this year,
even the temperature of the oceans reached the highest figure in the past 65 years,
and the average sea level reached a historical record since 1993 (WMO 2024).

Now the fundamental question is what has caused the emergence of numerous
environmental crises in the country? Does Iran have the appropriate natural capabilities
to meet the needs of the resident population? To answer this question, it is necessary to
compare the biological capacity and ecological footprint of the country's residents. A
2019 Yale University report shows that the per capita ecological footprint of Iranians is
equivalent to 3.2 global hectares, while Iran's per capita biological capacity is only 0.8
global hectares for each Iranian. This means that we have an ecological deficit
equivalent to 2.4 global hectares per person in the country, which puts additional
pressure on the land and shows the need to manage the consumption and exploitation
of the land. Therefore, it can be concluded that one of the most important factors in the
emergence of environmental crises in the country is the mismatch between the natural
capabilities of the land and the type and extent of its use.

There are certainly two solutions to address this imbalance: one is to increase
biological capacity by restoring natural ecosystems and improving land resilience,
and the other is to change consumption patterns and lifestyles to adjust consumption
in line with existing capacities. Certainly, in order to address this imbalance, it is
necessary to move in both directions, and entering from both fronts will speed up
and facilitate this. But can this be achieved with the current practice of land use?

What is certain is that the only solution to overcome this crisis is to return to an
ecological civilization and a civilization compatible with nature. A civilization that is
based on following the principles governing nature. In the following, we will explain
the principles of this civilization and how it is spreading in the world.

PURPOSE

The purpose of writing this article is to examine the realization of ecological
civilization through the passage of the green economy and how it is achieved. In other



words, this article seeks to explore how ecological civilization is achieved by relying
on the green economy model.

METHODOLOGY

The research is qualitative and was conducted by reviewing existing written
documents, annual reports, research articles, guidelines and policy documents.

FINDINGS

Natural resources are limited and human desires are infinite, so turning to ecological
civilization can provide the necessary balance between resources and needs.
Ecological civilization emphasizes the importance of a harmonious relationship
between humans and nature and supports sustainable development that is based on
economic growth in line with environmental protection. Green economy, in this
context, acts as a tool for realizing ecological civilization by promoting
environmentally friendly industries, reducing carbon emissions, and conserving
natural resources. In fact, by integrating green economy principles into the country's
development programs, sustainable and equitable growth can be achieved while
preserving Iran's unique ecological heritage.

Ecological civilization, as a new development paradigm, emphasizes harmony
between humans and nature, environmental sustainability, and social welfare more
than the accumulation of material assets. In fact, ecological civilization attaches
greater importance to natural assets and their value, while man-made assets require
huge costs to maintain and depreciate over time. Civilization based on industry and
technology, or industrial civilization, often relies on fossil fuels, while ecological
civilization advocates sustainability and the use of renewable energy. Industrial
civilization knows no boundaries of development and may expand continuously
regardless of resource constraints, but the ecological civilization model clearly
recognizes natural limitations and follows its boundaries.

The development of ecological civilization aims to provide clean air and water,
fertile soil, and a healthy environment for people; promote balanced, healthy, and real
economic development; protect human rights and interests and social justice;
optimize the income distribution pattern, reduce the gap between the rich and the
poor, and promote balanced regional development. A new development model called
ecological civilization is taking shape internationally, and the global community is
trying to accelerate the process of transformation towards sustainability. The
fundamental principles of "focusing on popular participation, increasing economic
well-being, appropriate and equitable distribution of income, promoting peace, and
preserving natural capital are consistent with and reflect the fundamental principles
of ecological civilization."
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CONCLUSION

Centuries of human failure in dominating nature have now led him to seek
prosperity and sustainability in his interaction with nature. Therefore, the ecological
civilization approach, which is currently being followed in many countries, including
China, has been considered as a way out of the destructive effects of man on nature.
This type of civilization approach, which is derived from the nature-oriented nature
of man, tries to seek sustainability in interaction with nature by returning to natural
principles and laws. Since the establishment of civilization is a long-term matter, an
effort is made to find a way for this approach to develop in the country by linking this
approach with the roots and foundations of nature-friendly Iranians. It seems that
the Iranians' ancient history based on nature conservation has provided a favorable
basis for the development of this approach in the country. Studies have shown that
for the transition to ecological civilization, it is also necessary and essential to change
the current economic approaches, which are mainly linear and based on maximum
use of nature. Therefore, the green economy is mentioned as a driver and promoter
of the realization of ecological civilization by relying on the rich cultural foundations
of Iranians in preserving nature, and it seems that Iran, in terms of its geographical
location and cultural background, can be a pioneer in the transition from the existing
civilization to the ecological civilization through the passage of the green economy.
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This article is the first article that specifically examines the realization of ecological
civilization from the perspective of the green economy.
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