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ABSTRACT

This article introduces and systematizes a novel qualitative research method termed
Qualitative Comparative Content Analysis (QCCA). Conceptualized as a fully qualitative
and inter-paradigmatic approach grounded in abductive logic, QCCA integrates inductive
meaning discovery with deductive theory-driven analysis through a unified comparative
protocol. The method is developed using a qualitative—developmental research design,
based on a systematic review and qualitative meta-synthesis of methodological literature
published between 2000 and 2025. The resulting framework is operationalized in five
analytical stages: data preparation, hybrid coding (open and directed), fuzzy normalization
and multi-layered comparison, interpretation, and representation of findings. To assess its
analytical capacity, QCCA is applied to a comparative case study of the concept of security
in the works of Emile Durkheim and Jacques Derrida. The findings indicate that QCCA
enables systematic comparison of meanings across divergent paradigms while preserving
qualitative integrity and avoiding causal reductionism. Overall, QCCA offers a structured
and reproducible model for qualitative comparative analysis, while further refinement of
fuzzy calibration and validation criteria is recommended.
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INTRODUCTION

Qualitative content analysis constitutes one of the foundational research methods in
the social sciences and humanities, playing a central role in the systematic
interpretation of meanings, discursive patterns, and conceptual structures embedded
in texts. Within methodological literature, this approach is primarily articulated
through two dominant orientations: inductive content analysis, which emphasizes
the emergence of categories from data, and deductive content analysis, in which
coding procedures are guided by predefined theoretical frameworks. Despite
sustained efforts to integrate these approaches, a coherent methodological framework
for comparative meaning analysis—particularly in relation to complex, multi-
layered, and inter-paradigmatic phenomena—remains underdeveloped.

Existing methodological studies indicate that prevailing qualitative content
analysis approaches either rely on fluid and weakly structured interpretations lacking
comparative rigor or adopt rigid framework-based models that limit sensitivity to the
semantic complexity of data. Conversely, comparative methods informed by fuzzy-
set logic demonstrate strong analytical capacity in identifying conditional
configurations, yet they often remain confined to causal or semi-quantitative modes
of analysis. The central methodological problem addressed in this article is how
systematic comparison of meaning can be achieved without transforming qualitative
data into quantitative variables. In response, the present study introduces and
formalizes the framework of Qualitative Comparative Content Analysis (QCCA).

PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to develop and formally articulate a coherent qualitative
methodological framework that enables systematic comparative analysis of meaning
without reducing qualitative data to quantitative variables or relying on deterministic
causal assumptions. Specifically, the article aims to conceptualize and operationalize
Qualitative Comparative Content Analysis (QCCA) as a fully qualitative, inter-
paradigmatic approach that integrates inductive meaning discovery and deductive
theory-guided analysis within a single abductive analytical protocol. By addressing
the methodological gap between loosely structured qualitative interpretations and
rigid framework-driven comparative models, the study seeks to provide a
reproducible and theoretically grounded method capable of comparing complex,
multi-layered, and paradigmatically diverse interpretive contexts in the social
sciences and humanities.

METHODOLOGY

In terms of purpose and design, the present study constitutes a qualitative—
developmental research project focused on methodological innovation and the
construction of a novel analytical framework. The primary research strategy



combines a systematic literature review with qualitative meta-synthesis, enabling a
comparative reconstruction of existing methodological components.

The literature review covered publications from 2000 to 2025 and targeted sources
directly relevant to qualitative content analysis, comparative methodologies, and
fuzzy-set logic. Classical and contemporary works on inductive and deductive
content analysis, as well as key contributions to comparative analysis and fuzzy-set
qualitative comparative analysis (fsQCA), were systematically examined.

In the meta-synthesis phase, thirty selected sources were treated as units of
analysis and subjected to qualitative coding. This process resulted in the
identification of core methodological themes and culminated in the formulation of
QCCA as a five-stage model, consisting of: (1) data collection and preparation, (2)
hybrid inductive-deductive coding, (3) fuzzy normalization and multi-layered
comparative analysis, (4) interpretation of analytical patterns, and (5) representation
of findings. To demonstrate the practical applicability of the framework, QCCA was
implemented in a case study focusing on the concept of security, drawing on selected
texts by Emile Durkheim and Jacques Derrida.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate that QCCA successfully establishes a coherent linkage between
inductive and deductive analytical processes. During the hybrid coding stage,
emergent themes derived from the data were systematically aligned with theoretically
informed concepts within each paradigm, allowing conceptual overlaps and tensions
to be explicitly identified. This procedure facilitates movement beyond descriptive
analysis toward explanatory and interpretive levels.

In the fuzzy normalization stage, extracted concepts were mapped onto fuzzy
values based on their intensity and degree of presence within each theoretical
framework. Informed by fuzzy-set logic, this stage enables multi-layered comparative
analysis and supports the identification of conditional meaning patterns. The case
study results demonstrate that QCCA effectively reveals both divergences and
intersections between modern and postmodern interpretations of security, without
advancing claims of deterministic causality.

CONCLUSION

The results of the study indicate that Qualitative Comparative Content Analysis
(QCCA) provides a systematic, transparent, and reproducible framework for the
analysis of complex social and cultural phenomena. By preserving the qualitative
nature of inquiry while enabling structured comparison of meanings, QCCA
transcends the conventional dichotomy between induction and deduction. Its staged
analytical architecture further enhances methodological transparency and
traceability throughout the research process.
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NOVELTY

The principal innovation of this article lies in the formulation of a fully qualitative
operational framework for comparative meaning analysis. By integrating inductive
and deductive coding, drawing on fuzzy-set logic, and deliberately avoiding the
reduction of qualitative data to quantitative variables, QCCA enables systematic
comparison within the qualitative paradigm itself.
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