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ABSTRACT

Focusing on the two novels Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors, this study examines the role
of dress in reflecting the class structures of Iranian society within these narratives. The
principal aim of the research is to analyze how dress is employed to depict class differences,
reinforce or contest social norms, and attain a deeper understanding of the structures of
power within society. To examine the relationship among language, power, and social
structures in the two novels, this study employs a critical discourse analysis approach. The
findings reveal that dress is not merely a superficial element but a potent instrument for
representing and critiquing class structures. In both novels, dress is deployed to differentiate
among distinct social classes, reinforce social norms, and signal historical-social
transformations. In Prince Ehtejab, for instance, attire clearly delineates the divide between
the aristocracy and the subaltern classes, whereas in The Neighbors, dress functions as a
symbol of poverty and deprivation. This study demonstrates that both novels, through dress,
engage in the representation of existing socio-class structures, albeit with differing
intensities and methods. Overall, the present study underscores the significance of dress as
a symbolic instrument for a deeper understanding of the social and class structures within
modern Persian literature.
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INTRODUCTION

The point of departure for this study is the observation that scholarship on the Persian
novel has predominantly focused on narrative technique, characterization, and
language, while paying insufficient attention to the semiotic function of dress in
representing society and social class. In the Persian novel, attire exceeds mere
ornamentation; it signifies social class, cultural affiliation, and individual identity. In
this sense, the pattern of characters' dress throughout the narrative is regarded as a
reflection of the cultural, social, and economic dynamics of society. Nevertheless, no
systematic understanding of this function exists within the tradition of the Persian
novel, and this very lacuna constitutes the origin of the research problem.

To fill this lacuna, two novels—Prince Ehtejab by Hushang Golshiri and The
Neighbors by Ahmad Mahmoud—were selected, since, despite their manifest
divergence in class positioning and narrative style, both works offer nuanced
representations of the intersection of power, tradition, and modernity in Iranian
society. Prince Ehtejab is narrated from the vantage point of a declining aristocracy,
in which attire is entwined with a lost heritage and lost prestige, whereas The
Neighbors is narrated from the perspective of the working and subaltern classes, in
which dress serves as an instrument of social struggle. The research problem has three
dimensions: first, how dress signals the class attributes of individuals, families, and
social groups; second, how characters' attire functions as a narrative device, either
reinforcing or contesting social norms; and third, whether the two novels, in
confronting class distinctions, merely perform a reflective function or also participate
in the critique of social reality. The ultimate aim is to clarify that dress is not merely
a reflection of individual identity but also an instrument for the symbolic
representation of Iran's broader socio-political hierarchy and cultural norms. The
value of this aim lies in situating novel studies within the broader discourse of social
critique and resistance.

METHODOLOGY

In terms of purpose, this research is applied-analytical, and in terms of nature, it is
qualitative and documentary/library-based. That is, the data were gathered not
through fieldwork or questionnaires but through the close reading and re-reading of
the texts of the two novels. The research population comprises the entire text of the
two novels, Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors, while the research sample consists of
passages, scenes, dialogues, and descriptions within the two works that relate—
explicitly or implicitly—to dress, appearance, and class markers. The theoretical
framework of the study is Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis (CDA),
which, owing to its interdisciplinary character, provides an effective instrument for
examining the relationship among language, power, and social structure in literary
texts; according to this approach, literary texts both shape discourses and are shaped
by them.



The data-analysis method follows Fairclough's three-stage model, operationalized
in four procedural steps: first, an initial reading and selection of text to identify
passages related to dress and class; second, linguistic analysis at the descriptive level,
carried out through open coding of vestimentary and adornment-related vocabulary,
followed by the tabulation of frequencies and percentage frequencies in tables and
charts; third, textual interpretation, which links the descriptions of attire to the
historical-social context of Iran; and fourth, socio-cultural explanation, which
clarifies the relationship between linguistic practice and the social, political, and
ideological context. The data-analysis instrument consists of manual text coding and
the frequency counting of vocabulary related to dress and social class, presented in
the form of frequency tables and bar/pie charts. The research questions are formulated
around three axes: the depiction of class through dress, the narrative function of attire
in reinforcing or contesting norms, and the reflective versus critical stance of the two
novels.

FINDINGS

The descriptive-level analysis of Prince Ehtejab showed that, among a total of 105
vestimentary terms, pirahan (gown) is the most frequent, occurring 43 times (41%).
In the domain of personal adornment, out of 54 terms, spectacles are the most
recurrent, with 38 instances (70%). Both terms occur predominantly in descriptions
of Fakhr-ol-Nesa, the Qajar aristocratic woman. At the level of social class, 67% of
the class-coded lexical frequency is attributed to upper-class characters (Fakhr-ol-
Nesa, the Prince, the grandfather, and the aunts), while the middle class is essentially
absent. At the interpretive level, the contrast between Fakhr-ol-Nesa, with her white
lace gown and spectacles, and Fakhri, the household maid, whose attire includes a
lachak headscarf, apron, and chador-namaz, vividly embodies class distinction
through the women's clothing. The Prince's insistence on dressing Fakhri in
aristocratic garments does not erase the class boundary; rather, it accentuates her
psychological dissonance and the incongruity of those garments with her identity. At
the explanatory level, this function of dress is linked to the historical decline of the
Qajar aristocracy and the crisis of legitimacy of the dominant class.

In The Neighbors, among a total of 238 vestimentary terms, trousers are the most
frequent, occurring 40 times (17%), followed by rakht/lebas (garment, 14%), chador
(13%), and nim-taneh (short overtunic, 13%). In the domain of personal adornment,
out of 28 terms, timepiece accounts for the largest share, at 39%. At the level of social
class, 64% of the frequency is attributed to the lower class, 20% to the middle class,
and 16% to the upper class. At the interpretive level, the patched and unadorned
garments of the characters, including the nim-taneh and torn trousers, reflect chronic
poverty, while military uniforms, work attire, and prison garb delineate distinct social
types associated with repression and struggle. Women's attire is likewise
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differentiated between two archetypes: the "coquettish woman" and the "domestic,
supportive woman." At the explanatory level, these patterns are linked to the social
and economic inequality of Khuzestan in the 1950s (1330s AH) and to the structural
critique of the dependent regime.

In the concluding comparative reading, the authors demonstrate that both novels,
despite their divergent narrative styles, depict dress as a terrain of class struggle,
albeit through two distinct strategies. In Prince Ehtejab, aristocratic attire is not a
token of living power but a reminder of the gradual demise of a historical class. In
The Neighbors, by contrast, dress serves as an instrument for the structural critique
of the reproduction of deprivation and the repression of the working class. Golshiri
narrates the crisis of the dominant class's subjective legitimacy, whereas Ahmad
Mahmoud depicts the material crisis involved in the reproduction of the subaltern's
livelihood. One looks from above at the decline of power, while the other looks from
below at the suffering produced by domination.

CONCLUSION

The findings indicate that, in both novels, visual markers of class—including dress,
dwelling, possessions, and comportment—work together to construct a coherent
image of social norms and economic realities. For instance, the combination of
unadorned attire and a humble dwelling in The Neighbors, as well as the combination
of jewelry, a long gown, and domestic pedigree in Prince Ehtejab, together provide
an integrated representation of the characters' class positions. In response to the third
research question, the findings show that The Neighbors is more explicit in its critique
of social reality, with its thematic focus centered primarily on the subaltern, whereas
Prince Ehtejab, despite its innovation in narrative form through the use of stream of
consciousness, remains predominantly reflective and comparatively muted in its
treatment of the subversion of class norms. This conclusion is based on specific
textual evidence, including direct quotations and lexical frequencies, and neither
privileges one novel over the other nor reflects any bias toward either work.

The results of this study are consistent with the preceding studies cited in the
article, such as Zarei's study of vestimentary symbols in the Divan of Hafez and
Asadi's study of social class and Constitutional-era poetry, in affirming that Persian
literature has considerable capacity to encode social inequality through material
signifiers. However, none of the previous studies on these two novels has specifically
addressed dress, and the present study seeks to fill precisely this lacuna. As a strategy
and recommendation for future research, this analytical framework could be extended
to other novels of the Pahlavi era or the post-revolutionary period, or combined with
comparative analyses of gender and dress. The contribution of these findings to the
advancement of knowledge lies in providing a methodological framework—
combining the frequency coding of vestimentary vocabulary with Fairclough's three-



tier analysis—for future studies in the sociology of Persian literature, while enriching
literary criticism through the application of critical discourse analysis and material-
culture studies.

NOVELTY

The principal novelty of this study lies in selecting dress as an independent analytical
axis for rereading two classic novels of Persian literature—an approach that has not
previously been pursued in an independent and systematic manner in scholarship on
Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors, which has chiefly focused on narrative structure,
feminine identity, socialist realism, or postcolonial readings. A further innovative
dimension is the use of a quantitative coding method for vestimentary vocabulary,
including the compilation of frequency and percentage-frequency tables for dress,
personal adornments, and social classes, alongside Fairclough's three-tier qualitative
analysis. This combination makes it possible to assess the symbolic representation of
class from both statistical and interpretive perspectives. Finally, the comparative
reading of these two novels—one examining dress from the vantage point of the
decline of the dominant class and the other from the vantage point of subaltern
resistance—makes possible the formulation of a unified dialectic of power and
subalternity in Iranian society during a period of transition, a dialectic that has not
hitherto been articulated so explicitly in the research literature on these two works.
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