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ABSTRACT

The emotional structure of every society forms the dynamic cultural part of that society.
Despite the profound and pervasive effects of these emotional networks on the social context
and daily interactions, a systematic and analytical study of on structure of society's emotions
is performed rarely in the Iranian social sciences space. Over the past few months, the
coronavirus pandemic has had significant effects on the emotional structure of the Iranian
society, especially the two emotions of hope and anxiety. Cyberspace is a continuation of real
space that well depicts these changes. Relying on virtual ethnography, semiotics and
thematic analysis, the present paper shows that the spread of the Coronavirus, in cyberspace
more than ever and in the continuation real emotional structures of society has put collective
hope against public hope. Based on the results, criticism has tended towards utopian
optimism as well as the carnivalization of space. Nevertheless, there are traces of agentic
hope, which, of course, sometimes lead to deviation in that space. Anxiety, as an emotion
that is inversely related to hope, and especially collective hope, has increased dramatically
with the rise of the coronavirus pandemic. Since the increase in structural anxieties does not
lead to agentic hope, it has added to frustrations and boredom and existential anxiety. Even
the transformation of existential anxiety into visual once has not been able to reduce its
severity. Eventually, the anxiety out of corona becomes an abomination to all members of
the society and then increases it further.
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INTRODUCTION

Digital media, and in particular social networks, have resulted in significant changes
in the Iranian society in recent years. In particular, they have led to a change in the
emotional economy of society as they have taken on unlimited and often
uncontrolled areas and opportunities in production, reproduction, exchange, and
change of emotions, and especially because of their textual nature, they have a
significant role in making sense of these emotions. In addition to its medical,
economic, and political dimensions, the Covid-19 pandemic has created new
emerging social forms in various cultural and social domains. The existence of
social networks has accelerated this process, especially because they play a major
role in the emotional construction of societies. It seems that an emotional
transmission has occurred in the face of Covid-19 and it is even possible to speak of
the change of the nature of emotions and their constant transformation into each
other. The two emotions of anxiety and hope as the most negative and positive
ones, previously as the most basic emotions formed the emotional structure of the
Iranian society. However, it seems that the existing dynamics in the text of virtual
and digital interactions of Iranian users have given them a different nature and
quality. On the other hand, anxieties and bottlenecks arising from the Covid-19
pandemic have coincided with particular economic and political challenges the
Iranian society has faced in recent years and has caused the special importance and
sensitivity of these emotions and made them more complex.

PURPOSE

Since the structure of emotions in Iranian society is influenced by macro-structures,
we focus specifically on whether social networks have presented a new form of
emotions of hope and anxiety in the society in the face of the Covid-19 pandemic or
have acted in accordance with the previous structures.

METHODOLOGY

The present study relies on virtual ethnography. In order to conduct a research that
simultaneously assess the psychoanalytic and social layers of the desired emotions
and the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, we needed to use non-participatory
methods and non-intervention data. For this purpose, by referring to social media
pages of different people were selected randomly and then purposefully, which
included people with different genders, age groups, ethnicities, and classes, and
their opinions about the impact of Covid-19 on their emotions. Apart from focusing
on issues and categories related to the emotional life of the respondents based on



deductive logic, analyzing different texts produced and displayed on social
networks, categories and structures were also identified inductively and were used
in the analysis and conceptualization.

FINDINGS

The Covid-19 outbreak was one of the historical moments that could contrast the
public hope arising from sovereignty and the collective hope belonging to all groups
in society. However, in the end, this confrontation does not have a winner, and even
both types of hope are broken from within. In addition, despite the relative presence
of critical hope among Iranian cyberspace network users, the forces of collective
hope do not have enough strength to fight the spread and control of the disease
comprehensively. In such circumstances, the hope has shifted more towards
heroism and utopian. On the other hand, wit which is an effective force for hope in
Iranian society has turned into the carnivalesque through intertextual humor, in a
way that its direction is no longer clear. The agentic hope is manifested itself in the
form of increased entertainment during quarantine (campaigns and challenges) but
could threaten by strategic forces and fall into the trap of meaninglessness caused by
the leisure-centric space. Hope is closely linked to anxiety. Raising collective hope
can always reduce the anxiety created by structural forces. Existing structural
anxieties (such as economic problems or inflation, judicial injustice manifested in
various hashtags) have escalated the corona anxiety. The above increased anxiety
stems from both structural, political, economic and policy-making weaknesses as
well as from the public negligence. Collective anxieties can only raise hope when
there is an opportunity for dialogue with power and activism, otherwise, they
reinforce the anxiety caused by failure, which itself has a dialectical relationship
with existential anxiety. Users try to reduce existential anxiety by turning it into
visual anxiety. But since existential anxiety is directly related to structural one, in
which individuals have no agency, and on the other hand, the escape routes from
this are superficial, they will soon become increasingly anxious. On the other hand,
Covid-19 in Iran differs from Ulrich Beck's risk; In Iran, hazards such as Covid-19,
although have international and subjective dimensions such as the origin of the
virus, relationship with other cultures, environmental and global pollution in the
time of the pandemic, but ultimately are dependent on structural forces and
therefore viewed as objective and national. As a result, dealing with Covid-19 as a
moral panic, the statesmen are considered as devil folks.
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CONCLUSION

The arrival of Covid-19 in Iran with all existing structural issues and contexts led to
the expansion of previous emotional structures and, in particular, hope and anxiety.
Social networks as a mirror of Iranian popular culture reflect these changes well.
Although Covid-19 has provided new opportunities for production, representation,
and interpretation of emotions such as hope and anxiety, these expressions
continue the previous emotional structure and reproduce the macro structures of
Iranian society.

NOVELTY

Using data without intervention gave us the opportunity to understand virtual and
emotional elements more accurately and purely. Since Iranian cyberspace is one of
the most important areas for identifying emotions in domestic culture, it seems that
such research can give a deep understanding of culture, especially in times of crisis,
to the general public, researchers and policymakers.
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3. McBride III
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