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Abstract

With the changes in the nature of economic development in the post-industrial
economy in this century, cultural activities, which in the past were thought to have
adverse effects on economic development, have come to play an important role in
the discourse of urban planning and regeneration. Therefore, culture-led
regeneration has become one of the most prevalent regeneration approaches in
many cities around the world. However, after decades of experience of
regeneration in Iranian cities, re-generation approaches are still largely based on
the repair and physical reconstruction of old areas, and in spite of the rich cultural
resources of Iranian cities, there is no comprehensive planning for the exploitation
of these potential sources as the driving force for regeneration. However, what is
the role of culture in urban regeneration? What is culture-led regeneration and
what are its characteristics? What are the models and factors of its implementation?
And what challenges does such regeneration face? In terms of objectives, this paper
presents fundamental research and has employed descriptive methodology based
on contextual data. The purpose of this research is to develop the theoretical
literature of culture-led regeneration by providing answers to these questions in the
hope of promoting successful experiences of regeneration in Iranian cities. In
summing up the discussion, we introduce this approach as an integrated and
holistic approach relying on the resources of history, spaces and creative forces.
Keywords: Iranian society, cultural consumption, cultural lifestyle, residential
architecture in Tehran
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