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Abstract

Disarray in the physical form of the architecture of Tehran today is an obvious
fact even to lay viewers, and raises fundamental questions: which academic
discipline should account for this disarray? Is it the duty of architecture and
urban planning, or that of sociology and cultural studies? Is Tehran’s political
economy of Tehran accountable for it, or should its causes be sought in the
analysis of problematic issues in urban management? It seems that an
understanding of this problematic issue cannot be reached through any of the
above-mentioned disciplines individually, but rather through the adoption of an
interdisciplinary approach. Therefore, in this article we attempt to survey the
disarray in the physical form in Tehran’s architecture today from the viewpoint
of sociological and cultural studies. In the authors’ view, this interdisciplinary
approach is more fruitful in discovering the nature of this problematic issue than
its analysis under individual disciplines. In this article we attempt to analyze the
relationship between the physical form of Tehran’s architecture today and its
cultural and sociological elements. In other words, the authors aim to show that
more than an element dependent on aesthetic taste or architectural
requirements, the chaotic change in the architecture of Tehran today is a variable
dependent on cultural and sociological elements.

Keywords: Iranian society, cultural consumption, cultural lifestyle, residential
architecture in Tehran.
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