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Abstract

The crisis in global natural water will be an issue of concern in this century for several
reasons. Some of them are population growth, climate changes and specifically
unsustainable use of water resources that makes provision of safe drinking water one of
the most important global concerns. As one of the human rights, the right to water will be
a major concern. Undoubtedly, states have an international duty to ensure individual’s
access to safe drinking water. But solving water crisis and finding further methods to use
the water resources more sustainably shall not be attainable without the participation of
the private sector. The engagement of transnational enterprises with high financial,
technical and human resources from the private sector in water provision and
management with respect to the right to water, reveals the importance of reviewing the
role and responsibility of private sector, specifically transnational corporations in
implementation of right to water. The present article, choosing interdisciplinary
approach, attempts to review the legal and ethical justifications of private enterprises’
responsibility for human right to water as well as determine the nature and scope of such
responsibility as a financial entity, not as public interest provider.
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2. UN special rapporteur

3. office of high commissioner for human rights (OHCHR)

4. general assembly resolution
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1. general comment
2. availability

3. quality

4. accessibility

5. affordability

6. Letnar
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1. united nations' development program (UNDP)
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1. food and agriculture organization of the united nations (FAO)
2. Russell

3. world business council for sustainable development (WBCSD)
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1. Williams
2. Note
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1. Lagoutte
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1. Van der Walt

2. horizontal application of human rights
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1. De Schutter

2. Clapham

3. Gardbaum

4. soft law

5. OECD guidelines for multinational enterprises

6. UN guiding principles on business and human rights
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