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2. Fakih & El Baba
3. Ojo

4. Milicevica
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5. Silber
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1. Susen

2. Actor-Network Theory (ANT)
3. Lehtiméki & Virtanen

4. Centemeri
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1. Orders of Worth
2. Atkinson
3. Giulianotti & Langseth
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1. Inspired World
2. St Augustine’s City of God
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1. Domestic World
2. Bossuet
3. Civic World
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1. World of Fame (Opinion)
2. Hobbes’s Leviathan
3. Market World
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1. Industrial World
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4. racial comments
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CONCLUSION

The findings indicate that psychological operations in the 2017 Iranian presidential
debates cannot be explained through a single, predefined model of electoral
psychological warfare. Instead, candidates dynamically selected and combined
tactics based on debate atmosphere, personal characteristics, political experience, and
the broader socio-political context. Over the course of the debates, discourse shifted
from issue-oriented responses toward reciprocal attacks, resulting in fragmented and
non-linear debate narratives. Psychological tactics functioned both directly—by
targeting audience emotions and collective identities—and indirectly—by
undermining rivals’ credibility and consistency. The study further demonstrates that
tactical choices varied according to issue sensitivity, with defensive—offensive tactics
dominating contentious topics, while explanatory tactics prevailed in less
controversial discussions. Overall, the debates illustrate a hybrid and context-
sensitive pattern of psychological operations, deeply shaped by Iran’s political
culture and electoral norms.

NOVELTY

The primary innovation of this study lies in its identification and conceptualization
of indigenous psychological operation tactics specific to Iranian presidential debates,
including “Should I Say” or “Begam Begam”( In Persian) implicit legal threats, and
strategic exploitation of final speaking opportunities. By moving beyond imported
theoretical models and grounding analysis in empirical debate data, the article
contributes a culturally sensitive framework for understanding electoral
psychological warfare in non-Western contexts. The proposed concepts-particularly
the notion of two-layered debates- offer a novel analytical veiw for future research
on political communication and electoral behavior in Iran and comparable political
systems.
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collective identity construction, criticism of government performance, labeling,
assertiveness in speech and action, and exposure of backstage or hidden issues. These
tactics played a central role in shaping audience perceptions and framing political
competition.

3. Emergence of Indigenous and Innovative Tactics

Several tactics appear to be unique to the Iranian electoral context, most notably the
tactic known as “Should I Say?” (implicit threat of disclosure), which has no clear
equivalent in well-known global debate practices. Other distinctive tactics include
threatening legal prosecution, invoking religious and cultural values, and strategic
use of final speaking order (final chance advantage).

4. Transformation of Tactics Across Debate Phases

The first debate was initially dominated by formally idea presentation and relatively
mild criticism. However, following the introduction of socially sensitive and
contentious issues, debates quickly shifted toward more confrontational
psychological tactics. The second and third debates exhibited intensified use of
labeling, character assassination, identity polarization, and exposure tactics,
indicating an escalation of psychological warfare over time.

5. Issue Sensitivity and Tactical Density

Psychological tactics were most densely employed in response to highly
controversial issues. As discussions became more polarized, candidates increasingly
ignored the moderator’s questions and instead used their speaking time to attack
rivals, redirect attention, and influence public opinion through emotionally charged
strategies.

6. Candidate-Specific Tactical Patterns

Candidates with stronger executive backgrounds, higher political visibility, and
greater self-confidence (Rouhani, Qalibaf, Raisi, and Jahangiri) demonstrated more
sophisticated and frequent use of psychological tactics. In contrast, candidates with
more limited managerial experience (Mirsalim and Hashemitaba) relied primarily on
explanatory discourse and avoided intense psychological confrontation.

7. Dual-Layer Debate Structure

The study introduces the concept of “two-layered debates”, wherein a primary layer
consists of intense, confrontational exchanges among dominant candidates, while a
secondary layer includes marginal candidates engaging in less contentious and less
influential discourse.
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INTRODUCTION

Iran’s presidential elections represent a pivotal arena for political competition.
Political psychology, which examines psychological influences on political behavior,
informs the study of psychological operations (psyops) tactics in debates (Huddy et
al., 2013, pp. 5-10). Since the 2009 elections, debates have gained prominence, with
the 2017 campaign witnessing intensified use of psyops by candidates to sway public
opinion. This study investigates the tactics employed during the 12th election
debates, addressing gaps in interdisciplinary analysis of Iran’s unique electoral
dynamics. Prior research emphasizes debates’ electoral impact. Farjadian (2015)
found televised debates decisive in shaping voter preferences, while Sharifi et al.
(2015) highlighted televised debates role in opinion formation. Fazlzadeh et al.
(2017) demonstrated political advertising’s influence on elite perceptions. Globally,
Segal (2016) and Baysari & Harbowo (2024) analyzed psyops strategies in U.S.
elections, noting tactics like fearmongering and misinformation. However, Iran’s
context—marked by cultural and institutional specificities—demands localized

inquiry.
METHODOLOGY

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study combines documentary
analysis of debate transcripts with interdisciplinary theories from political
psychology. Data were coded to identify recurring tactics, contextualized within
frameworks of collective identity, emotional appeals, and cognitive dissonance.

FINDINGS

Based on a qualitative content analysis of all three televised debates of the Twelfth
Iranian Presidential Election (2017), the statements of all six candidates were fully
transcribed and systematically examined. Drawing on theoretical frameworks of
psychological operations and political communication, the study identified,
extracted, and categorized the psychological warfare tactics employed during the
debates. The main findings are as follows:

1. Identification of a Broad Repertoire of Psychological Tactics

The analysis revealed a total of 45 distinct psychological operation tactics used by
the candidates throughout the debates. Not all candidate statements were classified
as psychological operations. Positions that merely reflected expert opinions, policy
explanations, or defensive clarifications were excluded. Only those statements that
demonstrated an intent to cognitively or emotionally influence rivals or audiences
were coded as psychological tactics, ensuring analytical rigor.

2. Prevalence of Certain High-Frequency Tactics

Among the 29 tactics that met the operational threshold (used three times or more),
the most frequently employed were:



Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 18(1), 169-202, Winter 2026

% Ghasemi, A., Tahmasbi, Z., Babaei, M. (2026). The application of psychological operations
A .+ inelectoral debates: A case study of the twelfth Iranian presidential election. Interdisciplinary
\ " Studies in the Humanities, 18(1), 169-202. doi: 10.22035/isih.2026.5458.5101

d.) https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2026.5458.5101 URL: https://www.isih.ir/article 545 html
2008-4641 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

The application of psychological operations in electoral debates:
A case study of the twelfth Iranian presidential election

Ali Asghar Ghasemi', Zahra Tahmasbi’, Mohammad Babaei**
Received: Jun. 11,2025; Accepted: Nov. 28, 2025

ABSTRACT

Electoral debates, their content, and the manner of their conduct have long attracted
attention across various sectors of society, particularly among researchers, due to their
lasting effects on the public. This study aims to identify psychological operations tactics
and their deployment by candidates in Iran’s presidential election campaigns, employing
an interdisciplinary approach. The central research question is: Which psychological
operations tactics and methods did the candidates of the twelfth presidential election of Iran
use against their rivals during the debates? To collect and analyze debate data, both
qualitative and quantitative content analysis methods were employed. In this approach, data
were purposefully gathered, categorized, and analyzed based on indicators derived from
theoretical frameworks. Given the interdisciplinary nature of the topic, political psychology
serves as the theoretical framework of the study. Findings indicate that the candidates
employed 45 tactics, some of which constitute psychological operations. These tactics can
be categorized under two main dimensions: first, defensive—offensive tactics, and second,
explanatory—demonstrative tactics. Among these, the identification and conceptualization
of new tactics—such as the “I’1l tell, I’1l tell!” tactic, threats of legal action, and the use of
evidence or witnesses—represent the innovative contributions of this study. The results
further suggest that the debate process comprises two content layers. The primary layer is
guided by more experienced figures with significant executive responsibilities, while the
secondary layer is generally represented by less experienced individuals without notable
executive backgrounds.
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NOVELTY

The novelty of this research lies in the fact that it takes the phenomenon of academic
procrastination beyond the level of individual and psychological explanations and
reinterprets it within an ecological, cultural, and institutional framework. Unlike most
previous studies that considered procrastination as a form of personal weakness, lack
of'skill, or inability to self-regulate, this research shows that academic procrastination
among graduate students is a reflection of a crisis of meaning, a disconnection of
communication, and structural instability in the academic lifeworld. The innovation
of the research lies in presenting a multilevel interpretive model in which the
interaction of causal, contextual, and intervening factors is understood as a network,
and solutions are sought not simply in individual interventions, but in the cultural and
institutional reconstruction of the university. From this perspective, the present study
is an attempt to move from a psychotherapy-based perspective to a phenomenological
and sociological understanding of "academic procrastination” as a symptom of a
crisis of meaning in contemporary higher education.
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and cultural disconnection are among the intervening conditions that affect the
intensity and direction of this phenomenon. In response to this situation, strategies
such as rearranging the university's institutional culture from formal discipline to
internal responsibility, empowering faculty members as growth facilitators, creating
psychological, social, and motivational support systems for students, reforming the
motivational structure and reward system in higher education, and also meaningfully
linking the university with society and the students' lifeworld are proposed. The
consequences of academic neglect also manifest themselves at two levels, positive
and negative: on the one hand, increasing self-awareness, learning to manage time
and institutional pressures, and developing the ability to rethink scientific projects,
and on the other hand, social isolation, reducing scientific interactions, losing
educational and professional opportunities, and weakening the sense of belonging to
the scientific community. Overall, the results of this study show that academic
neglect among graduate students is not simply an individual problem, but a reflection
of the ecological gap in higher education; a gap between structure, culture, and
meaning that necessitates redefining the role of the university and rebuilding its
connection with the student's lifeworld.

CONCLUSION

Academic neglect among graduate students is not an individual shortcoming but a
socio-institutional phenomenon embedded in the structure of Iranian higher
education. It emerges from the tension between the university as a bureaucratic
institution and the student as a subject seeking meaning, autonomy, and an authentic
academic identity. The findings indicate that experiences of meaninglessness, weak
mentoring relationships, limited research resources, and economic pressures diminish
motivation and undermine students’ sense of academic belonging and trust.
Consequently, the university drifts away from its mission of cultivating critical and
independent thinkers and instead reproduces passivity and procrastination. At a
deeper level, academic neglect reflects a broader crisis of meaning in Iranian
universities—one in which knowing is increasingly detached from being. Addressing
this crisis requires redefining the mission of higher education by shifting focus from
credentials, quantity, and control toward growth, reflection, and intellectual self-
awareness. Structural reforms in motivational systems, improvement of interpersonal
dynamics, and reconnecting universities with students’ social realities are essential.
Ultimately, academic neglect serves as a mirror that reveals institutional
shortcomings; overcoming it depends not on disciplinary measures but on rebuilding
trust, belonging, and meaning within the academic culture. Higher education
policymakers must therefore adopt structural, cultural, and managerial strategies to
restore the university’s role as a generator of knowledge and meaning.
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INTRODUCTION

Procrastination is not just about procrastinating; it is also a sign of a gap between the
internal desire to learn and the external structures of education. Psychology has
attributed this phenomenon more to anxiety, perfectionism, or poor self-regulation;
but sociology shows that procrastination is an echo of incoherent educational
structures, cultural pressures, and social inequalities. Considering what has been said,
it should be acknowledged that academic procrastination should not be examined as
a personal weakness or lack of time management skills, but as a symptom of a deeper
crisis in the structure of meaning, culture, and the institution of the university. From
this perspective, the procrastinating behaviors of graduate students are a reflection of
a kind of academic alienation, the erosion of internal motivation, and the weakening
of the link between academic commitment and the meaning of academic life. This
research attempts to show that the treatment and prevention of neglect is not possible
only through individual skills training or psychological counseling, but also requires
a cultural and institutional reconstruction of the university; a reconstruction that
returns the university from a system of regulations and documents to a house of
thought, dialogue, and meaning. In such a perspective, the ultimate goal of the
research is to rethink the relationship between academic culture, academic
commitment, and the lived experience of students, so that a way can be found to
restore meaning, trust, and participation in higher education.

METHODOLOGY

The present study, using a grounded theory approach, explored the concept of
academic neglect among graduate students. The participants included fifteen master's
and doctoral students from the University of Kurdistan in various fields who were
selected through a purposive snowball sampling method until theoretical saturation
was achieved. Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews and
analyzed through three stages of open, axial, and selective coding.

FINDINGS

The findings showed that academic neglect among students is the result of a set of
causal and contextual factors interacting with intervening conditions. Among the
causal factors are a sense of academic meaninglessness, weakness in the guidance
system and interaction between professors and students, limited research resources
and inadequate academic space, economic and livelihood pressures, and a passive
and unmotivated academic culture. At the level of contextual conditions, factors such
as unpredictability of the academic path, suspension of academic identity, lack of a
clear vision, institutional anxiety, communication instability, a gap in the professor-
student relationship, and a break in the sense of academic belonging play a role. At
the same time, the inefficient structure of the educational system, lack of
psychological and counseling support, low quality of professor-student interaction,
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ABSTRACT

This study employs a grounded theory approach to explain academic neglect among
graduate students. The participants consisted of master’s and doctoral students at the
University of Kurdistan, selected through purposive sampling, with 15 individuals
ultimately included in the study. Data were collected through in-depth semi-structured
interviews and analyzed via open, axial, and selective coding. The findings indicate that
academic neglect is a multidimensional and institutional phenomenon shaped through the
interaction of causal factors—such as a sense of educational meaninglessness, weak
student—supervisor interaction, limited research resources, and economic pressures—with
contextual conditions including suspended academic identity, uncertainty in academic
trajectories, and weakened institutional belonging. Moreover, dysfunctional educational
structures, the absence of psychological support, and cultural discontinuities act as
intervening conditions that intensify this phenomenon. Accordingly, strategies such as
restructuring the institutional culture of universities, empowering faculty members as
facilitators of academic growth, strengthening psychological and social support systems,
and reforming motivational and reward structures are recommended. The consequences of
academic neglect manifest at both positive (enhanced self-awareness and reflective
capacity) and negative (academic isolation and reduced professional engagement) levels.
Overall, the results suggest that academic neglect is not an individual deficit but a reflection
of deeper structural and cultural gaps within higher education, underscoring the need to
redefine the university’s role and its connection to students’ lifeworlds.
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CONCLUSION

The findings of this research underline the interactional nature of intercultural
adaptation, the development of a "third culture", and the responsibility that both host
and guest communities share in fostering this environment.

1. The reciprocal nature of intercultural adaptation

One of the most important-but often neglected-facets of intercultural interaction
involves the mutual behavioral dynamics between international students and the host
community. Adaptation is a dynamic process for creating simultaneous
communication between Asian students and the host communities in building an
intercultural environment. Though such an environment is crucial for enhancing
Asian students' social and academic experiences, it also fortifies the intercultural
competencies of universities that consistently receive students from around the world.

The findings indicate that the development, sustainability, and reinforcement of
effective adaptation in universities is possible only through two-way communication
between the host community and Asian international students.

2. Creating a third (cultural) space

It represents the arising of a third cultural space beyond the cultural spheres of both host
and guest for a new culture of interaction among people of different backgrounds, built
on mutually effective practices. This third cultural space is where meaning is co-
constructed in a shared environment, rather than being reduced to national differences
and stereotypes, and enables productive intercultural engagement.

Adaptation in this shared space does not mean reluctant acceptance, forced
conformity, or passive tolerance. On the contrary, this is about intentional and
conscious recognition of differences, followed by appropriate behaviors that support
coexistence in the new environment for the stakeholders involved.

NOVELTY

This article's contribution is the development of a third cultural space in
internationalization studies and a fresh understanding of reciprocal intercultural
adaptation. This work emphasizes the critical role of host universities (as the other
key stakeholder) in shaping successful intercultural adaptation, in contrast to many
previous studies that only highlight the role of international students as primary actors
in the adaptation process.
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Initially, extracted data was coded inductively using new concepts. The codes
were divided into thematically related subcategories following iterative readings, and
these were eventually combined into two primary categories that served as the
foundation for the final analysis.

FINDINGS

Selected study analysis reveals two overall categories that shape the intercultural
adaptation experiences of Asian international students: 1) perceived differences by
the guest community; 2) unrecognized commonalities by the host community.

1. Perceived differences by Asian international students

Even though differences create common difficulties for all international students,
they adopt a variety of strategies to cope with and adapt to them. The results indicate
that Asian students generally accept host-community differences at three levels
(academic, linguistic, and cultural) and navigate them by enhancing personal
capabilities as well as developing patience, tolerance, and flexibility.

Accordingly, based on perceived differences, students purposefully enhance their
ability to adapt. In the process of academic adaptation, they first take a step away
from the academic standards of their home environment and then make conscious
efforts to achieve the academic standards of the host. In linguistic adaptation, they
step into the host environment with great depth and diligently work on local language
abilities. In terms of cultural differences, students sometimes shift (albeit
temporarily) toward host cultural practices for more effective adaptation.

2. Unrecognized commonalities by the host community

While Asian students work toward academic and linguistic adaptation and strive to
succeed within the host community, they also seek a stable environment in which
they can study and live comfortably. Under such conditions, successful adaptation is
possible only with the creation of a shared intercultural space at the boundary
between the host and guest communities, an environment that would be able to
provide conditions for meaningful interaction, support the development of
intercultural views, and promote constructive transformation.

However, according to students' reported experiences, achieving this shared space
poses significant challenges. The data reveal that Asian students commonly
experience unexpected negative behaviors from the host community-manifesting as
discrimination, racism, bias, stereotyping, and stigmatization at academic, linguistic,
and cultural levels. These experiences reinforce the boundary between guest and host
communities, making the goal of establishing an effective intercultural environment
more difficult.
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INTRODUCTION

Higher education provides the most comprehensive formal educational system that
would enable students to meaningfully understand the increasingly multicultural
world they live in. The attainment of such an understanding in a diversified university
setting necessitates effective intercultural adjustment. Inclusiveness in campus
settings greatly enhances students' ability to engage with their peers, participate fully
in academic life, and finally reap benefits from richer learning experiences.

Intercultural adaptation is highly important for international students, given its
direct impacts on academic performance, social interaction, and emotional stability.
Presently, students from Asia have become a significant group of international
students around the world, and it is this global mobility on such a large scale that has
raised scholarly interest in the cultural and social elements of their processes of
adaptation (Zheng, 2025).

The authors' experiences (based on previous studies related to international
students in general and Asian students in particular) reveal that intercultural
adaptation is of special significance since it broadly influences students' academic
and social lives (Asghari, 2021, 2020). In the same vein, global research findings
support the idea that Asian students commonly face some essential problems in the
process of adaptation which require further scrutiny (Di, 2024; Li, 2024; Zhang &
Ting, 2025).

Accordingly, this article seeks to analyze intercultural adaptation experiences of
Asian students in host countries to develop a shared understanding to contribute to
the improvement of current practices and support mechanisms.

METHODOLOGY

A systematic and purposive review was used to collect data because conducting
extensive empirical research on Asian students as international students necessitates
significant funding and access to specialized human resources, conditions that were
not possible for this study. Qualitative content analysis was then used to organize the
findings from the chosen studies into categories that addressed the research question.

275 article abstracts were screened in the first stage using a predetermined
protocol that matched the goals of the study. After reviewing 112 full-text
publications, 33 studies were chosen for a final content analysis. Results from 24
qualitative studies, 4 mixed-method studies, and 5 quantitative studies that were all
within the protocol's specified scope were included in the chosen articles.

A total of 2,130 Asian students took part in these studies. 1,729 students
completed questionnaires for quantitative studies, and 401 students participated in
interviews for qualitative studies.
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ABSTRACT

Intercultural adaptation is a dynamic process of establishing effective communication in
multicultural settings and holds particular importance due to its impact on all aspects of
international students’ academic and social lives. Since the Asian student population
currently constitutes the largest share of international students in universities across the
world, understanding their experiences in host universities has become an increasing
priority. This study aimed to explore the factors influencing intercultural adaptation among
Asian students. Data for this study were systematically collected from 33 scholarly articles
on Asian students' experience in host universities published between the years 2012 and
2024 and analyzed using qualitative content analysis. The findings identify two central
components of the intercultural adaptation process: "perceived differences" by Asian
international students and "unrecognized commonalities" by host institutions. By perceived
differences, it is meant that international students are aware of the academic, linguistic, and
cultural gaps in the host environment and that their effort at adapting is through the use of
tolerance and flexibility. On the other hand, unrecognized commonalities mean the limited
capacity of the host university to provide common spaces for meaningful interaction as
manifest in discrimination, racism, bias, stereotyping, and stigmatization. These challenges
culminate in making students feel like they do not belong, the invalidation of their identity,
and ultimately, a reinforced sense of alterity and alienation which disrupts together the
processes of effective mutual adaptation. Since intercultural adaptation is a two-way
process, the effectiveness of such adaptation could be guaranteed only when there is a two-
way engagement between international students and the host society. This study
emphasized that a "third culture" is imperative-a shared environment from the initial
cultural differences in which meaning will be constructed collaboratively by the two groups
involved and for which mutual respect, openness, patience, and tolerance will form the
basis. Strengthening this shared environment requires focused efforts toward the reduction
of discrimination, stereotyping, and racism in host university.

Keywords: international students, Asian students, intercultural adaptation, third culture,
discrimination, racism, stereotyping
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NOVELTY

Numerous studies have been conducted in Iran on the subject of migration, most of
which have focused primarily on the causes of migration. However, research
adopting a cultural-sociological perspective and examining the contrasting views of
migration supporters and opponents has been largely absent. Moreover, the
theoretical frameworks commonly used in prior studies such as the push—pull theory
of migration and neoclassical economic models differ fundamentally from the present
study, which employs Boltanski and Thévenot’s theory of justification systems and
regimes of action. To date, migration has not been analyzed through this theoretical
lens. As a pioneering effort, this research opens up a new analytical and conceptual
space within Iranian migration studies and may serve as a foundation for future work
in this area. One of the main limitations of this study was the difficulty of accessing
Sardasht residents living abroad and obtaining their consent for interviews.
Furthermore, a methodological limitation inherent in qualitative research (given its
nature) is the limited generalizability of its findings to the broader population.
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CONCLUSION

The rhetorics of both groups (the opponents and proponents of migration) grounded
in arguments derived from the six cités can be summarized within a dialectical
configuration of “resistance” and “persistence.” In other words, an ongoing dispute
exists between those who oppose migration and those who defend it. Opponents of
migration frame staying in the homeland and refusing to leave for foreign countries
as a form of resistance: a refusal to yield. They argue that educated individuals,
activists, and elites ought to remain in their society, struggle for its progress and
development, and not “abandon the field” by migrating. According to their claims,
the departure of elites and activists constitutes a form of betrayal of the homeland and
society. Conversely, supporters of migration i.e., migrants justify their departure
through the regime of action of persistence, viewing migration as a means of
sustaining life, continuing activity, and exercising agency in a safe environment.
They argue that migration has enabled them to pursue their goals and ideals and to
achieve success, and that it serves as a bridge toward continuity, improvement, and
advancement in their lives. Thus, a combined “resistance—persistence” regime of
action can be proposed to encapsulate the justificatory arguments of the two groups,
opponents and supporters of migration, respectively. Moreover, as illustrated in Table
1, the findings of this study can be further elaborated by distinguishing the categories
derived from interview analysis for each regime of action, mapped onto Boltanski
and Thévenot’s six cités, along with identifying the dominant and most salient
justificatory principles for each side of the migration debate.

Table 1. Regimes of Action based on Persistence and Resistance According to Cités Among of
Supporters and Opponents of Emigration

Regimes Orders or Regimes of Action Dominant
Cités Persistence Resistance Among
. Motivational and emotional . . .
Inspired migration Rational and logical staying Supporters
Domestic Family salva.n(m and Community salvation Opponents
protection
Civic Family and public welfare Collective will grounded in Opponents
struggle
Fame Seeking _approval and Persongl and identity-based Supporters
legitimacy independence
Market Values oriented toward Values oriented toward Supporters
competition and wealth collective benefit PP
Specialization and L .
Industrial efficiency in the destination Spec_lahzatlon and efficiency Opponents
country in the home country




At the two ends of this continuum lie the competing rhetorics of pro-migration and
anti-migration positions. This study broadly examines how different social actors—
such as activists, writers, and artists draw upon systems of justification or regimes of
action (based on the six cités / worlds proposed by Boltanski and Thévenot) in their
disputes over the meanings and functions of migration. In doing so, it seeks to
reconstruct and represent the mental maps through which individuals define “us” and
“them” (Lamont, 2000, pp. 25-26), while simultaneously identifying the underlying
principles of classification that operate behind these definitions.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs a qualitative methodology grounded in a constructivist—
interpretive approach and an elicitation strategy aimed at understanding the
perspectives, behaviors, and everyday actions of the participants. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews and continued until theoretical saturation was
reached. The participants consisted of residents of Sardasht, selected through
purposive and snowball sampling. A total of 26 individuals were interviewed—13
residents of Sardasht who were opposed to migration, and 13 individuals living
abroad who were in favor of migration. Interviews were conducted both in person
and through virtual platforms such as WhatsApp and Google Meet.

FINDINGS

Based on the conducted interviews and their analysis, each group, both supporters
and opponents of migration presented their justifications based on the six cifés or six
orders of worth according to Boltanski and Thévenot, namely: the world of
inspiration, the domestic world, the civic world, the world of fame, the market world,
and the industrial world. These justifications can be framed within a pattern of
“resistance and persistence.” Overall, based on the analysis of findings from
participant interviews, it can be stated that the main theme among supporters of
migration, or the order of persistence, is as follows: In the world of inspiration:
“emotional and motivational migration,”. In the domestic world: “family salvation,”
In the civic world: “family and public good,”. In the world of fame: “gaining approval
and legitimacy,” In the market world: “value oriented toward competition and
wealth,” In the industrial world: “specialization and efficiency in the destination.”
On the other hand, the main theme among opponents of migration, or the order of
worth of resistance is: In the world of inspiration: “rational and logical staying,”. In
the domestic world: “community salvation,” In the civic world: “collective will based
on struggle,” In the world of fame: “personal and identity autonomy,”. In the market
world: “value oriented toward collective benefit,”. In the industrial world:
“specialization and efficiency at the origin.”
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INTRODUCTION

One of the most significant, thought-provoking, and indeed detrimental
developments in our society over the past two decades has been migration,
particularly international migration. Migration refers to the permanent movement of
individuals from one place to another as a result of a hierarchy of values or culturally
meaningful goals, economic opportunities, social networks, and environmental
conditions, factors shaped by the complex interaction between structural forces and
individual choices. This process brings about transformations in the economic, social,
and political relations of both sending and receiving countries, and it can be expected
to have even greater effects on their social and welfare systems (Patterson, 2018; Van
Hear et al., 2017, p. 5; Sipinen & Beck, 2016). Moreover, the desire to migration is a
term that has attracted a lot of attention in recent years. In defining this term, someone
has a desire to migration if they prefer leaving over staying (Carling & Collins, 2017).

According to data released by the National Migration Survey, the Cultural
Observatory, and the Global Migration Report, Iran is among the major migrant-
sending countries in the world. In 2011, Iranian highly educated and skilled migrants
constituted the fourth-largest group among all international migrants in OECD
member states, accounting for half of all highly educated or skilled migrants from the
region. Moreover, in terms of the number of highly educated migrants, Iran ranked
first among countries in the Middle East and North Africa in the same year (Sadeghi
et al, 2018, p. 84).

The migration of Iranians can be classified into three major waves: (a) 1950—
1979, during which most migration was for higher education and with the intention
of returning to Iran; (b) 1979—1995, when migration was largely forced due to the
Revolution and the war; (c) 1995 to the present, marked by predominantly economic
motivations, aspirations for stability and a better quality of life, and with little
intention of returning (Pourghaffar et al, 2024, p. 173).

In the context of Kurdistan and various Kurdish-speaking cities, which over the
past two decades, have been deeply affected by Iran’s third wave of migration: out-
migration driven by economic, political, and social motivations has become
increasingly prominent. Over recent decades, the intensification of center—periphery
dynamics, the dominance and hegemony of centralized, top-down state discourses,
and the marginalization of Kurdish peripheral regions, resulting from anti-
developmental, discriminatory, and internally colonial policies, have collectively
contributed to a sharp rise in migration from these areas.

Despite being a global and regional issue with far-reaching consequences, the
phenomenon of migration has generated contentious debates and sharply divergent
views among its supporters and opponents. In other words, defining the boundaries
of migration and determining its relationship to the active, agentive subject has
become a central point of dispute and differentiation among individuals and groups.
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ABSTRACT

The phenomenon of migration, and in particular foreign emigration, is an important social,
cultural and demographic issue that needs to be investigated. The purpose of this article is
to investigate the views of the Supporters and Opponents of emigration among the Kurdish
citizens of Sardasht city, which has been done using the theory of justification systems or
regimes of action of Luc Boltanski and Laurent Thévenot, which is one of the prominent
approaches in the field of cultural sociology. The use of Boltanski and Thévenot's
perspectives in both the theoretical section and the interpretation of the interviewees' views,
as well as the comparison of the views of the supporters and opponents of immigration, is
an innovative aspect of this article. The research method is qualitative and based on a
constructivist interpretive approach and an Abductive strategy, employing purposive and
snowball sampling methods, and using semi-structured interviews with 26 citizens of
Sardasht (13 residents of Sardasht and 13 residents of foreign countries). The findings of
the research, based on the six worlds of Boltanski and Thévenot that describe the
justification systems of the two groups' pros and cons of Emigration, consist of two distinct
reasoning spectra based on six sites including: Inspired, domestic, civic, Fame, market, and
industrial'. Ultimately, the rhetoric of the two groups pros and cons of immigration based
on the mentioned six worlds can be summarised and categorized in a dialectical
combination of "resistance-persistence".
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NOVELTY

Given that integrating interdisciplinary theories can lead to deeper and more
methodologically precise studies, in this paper we have endeavored to trace the
sociological approach within Hersh’s humanistic perspective by drawing on
Goffman’s theatrical metaphor- an approach that holds the potential to create an
interdisciplinary framework.
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aspects of mathematical activity (Hersh, 1997b, 36 & Hersh, 2013, p. 36). The front of
mathematics consists of the polished results that we show to the world (including our
students), and the back which consists of what we do to obtain those results (Dubinsky,
1999, p. 1064). It is impossible to understand the front of Mathematics while ignoring
the back and it’s hidden aspects.

In the sequel, some common myths about mathematics from Hersh's perspective
are presented. The acceptance of the mathematical myths that Hersh unveils depends
on whether one is located in the front or the back of mathematics. In mathematics,
the front/back separation makes possible a myth, and in the movement from front to
the back, more sophisticated attitude toward the myths is formed.

CONCLUSION

Given that integrating interdisciplinary theories can lead to more profound studies
and methodologically more precise research, in this paper, we have sought to explain
Hersh's humanistic approach to provide a basis for understanding the socio-historical-
cultural meaning of mathematics. Hersh is skeptical about the continued seriousness
of dominant traditional philosophies and believes that if these philosophies wish to
remain relevant, they must confront the challenge of humanism. In this regard,
relying on the research findings and in response to the main questions of this paper,
we have utilized Goffman's dramaturgical metaphor to trace the footprint of a
sociological approach within the humanistic perspective—an approach capable of
creating an interdisciplinary framework. Subsequently, we discussed myths in
mathematics that few would believe if the complexities of the process of creating and
developing mathematics were revealed. These are myths whose formation is made
possible by the front/back separation in mathematics, just as this separation creates
myths about the flavoring of the food and the secret of its deliciousness, or the
complexion and beauty of the leading lady.

A more extensive study of Hersh's approach in answering the question "What is
the nature of mathematical objects?" and his use of Durkheim's concept of social
reality within the humanistic framework of mathematics is beyond the current scope
of this paper and will be examined in future studies through separate research.

Considering the extensive potential at the intersection of sociology and
philosophy of mathematics, it is suggested that researchers from these two fields
engage in more comprehensive interdisciplinary studies on sociological theories in
the philosophy of mathematics. Among these, the impact of the humanistic
philosophical approach on mathematics education could be one of the important axes
of such research and, on the other hand, it could enrich the currently slender body of
mathematical sociology.



In this regard, by using Goffman's dramaturgical metaphor, we try to trace the
sociological underpinnings within the humanistic perspective—an approach with the
capacity to create an interdisciplinary framework.

PURPOSE

In this paper, through an analytical-descriptive approach, we aim to trace the footprint
of a sociological theory by the American sociologist Erving Goffman within Hersh's
humanist perspective—an approach capable of creating an interdisciplinary
foundation. Mathematics, like other social institutions, has its "front" and its "back".
However, these are not "regions" in the literal, physical sense. The "front" and "back"
refer to particular aspects of mathematical activity. It is impossible to understand the
front of Mathematics while ignoring the back and it’s hidden aspects. The acceptance
of the mathematical myths that Hersh unveils depends on whether one is located in
the front or the back of mathematics.

METHODOLOGY

The present study, which is written using an analytical-descriptive method and library
resources, seeks to explain a sociological approach in Reuben Hersh's humanistic
perspective. As mentioned earlier, in this paper, we will see how Hersh, by utilizing
Goffman's theory, introduces the concepts of "front" and "back" for mathematics and
unveils many of the myths in mathematics. The main questions of the present paper are:

1. What sociological approach did Reuben Hersh use in expressing his
philosophical viewpoint?

2. What are the myths in mathematics from Hersh's perspective, and how does he
connect the acceptance of these myths to his proposed sociological approach?

FINDINGS

In this paper, we will first examine how Reuben Hersh utilizes the sociological theory
of Erving Goffman to express the two concepts of "front regjon" and "back region"
in mathematics.

According to Goffman's dramaturgical metaphor, when one’s activity occurs in the
presence of other persons, some aspects of the activity are expressively accentuated and
appear in what is called the "front region". Other aspects, which might discredit the
fostered impression, are suppressed. These suppressed facts appear in another scene, in
a "back region" or "backstage" (Goffman, 2021, p. 128). Goffman extended the
concepts of "front" and "back," which originally applied to restaurants and theaters, to
all social institutions. In a university, the classrooms and libraries are the front regions,
where the public (students) is served. However, the chairman's and dean's offices are
the back, where the products (classes and courses) are prepared. Mathematics, like other
social institutions, has its own "front" and "back" regions, which represent particular
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INTRODUCTION

A philosophy can be regarded as an explanation that seeks to give meaning to the
natural disorder of a collection of experiences. The philosophy of mathematics is
fundamentally a diligently reconstruction that gives specific meaning or order to the
vast, disordered accumulation of mathematical knowledge built up over many years
(Eves, 2006, p. 320).

Reuben Hersh (1927-2020), an American mathematician and philosopher,
introduced his humanist perspective in 1980 through a critical view of traditional
schools of philosophy of mathematics. In humanism, mathematics is recognized as a
human activity, a social phenomenon, and a part of human culture, historically
evolved and intelligible only in social context. Thus, Hersh envisions a world of ideas
and designs created by human beings and found in their shared perception,
contrasting the Platonic realm of forms, and considers it a historical-socio-cultural
reality. Therefore, from a humanist viewpoint, without humans, mathematics does
not exist (Sal Moslehian, 2005, p. 28). The difficulty in discerning the nature of
mathematical objects stems from a centuries-old assumption of Western philosophy.
This hypothesis posits that there are two kinds of things in the world. What isn’t
physical is mental; what isn’t mental is physical (Hersh, 1997b, p. 13). From Hersh's
perspective, mathematics is neither mental nor physical; it is social. It is part of
history and culture. Like law, money, religion, and all things that, despite their reality,
form only part of the consciousness of social humans. This is what mathematics is
(Sal Moslehian, 2005, p. 87). The being and existence of mathematical objects
possess neither an inside nature like subjective thoughts nor an outside nature like a
rock or a spirit. In fact, Hersh rejects both the outside and inside natures that have
dominated discussions in the ontology of mathematics. He then selects a third type,
more commonly discussed in sciences such as anthropology and sociology. Hersh
attributed the articulation of this truth—that social reality is distinct from physical
and mental reality—to Emile Durkheim, the prominent French sociologist from a
century prior (Hersh, 1997b, p. 14).

Interdisciplinary studies emerged as an academic field in the second half of the
twentieth century in response to theoretical and research challenges. These were
challenges that existing scientific disciplines were unable to resolve on their own.
Based on the interactions between sociology and mathematics, two academic
disciplines have emerged: "Mathematical Sociology" and "Sociology of
Mathematics” (Sharifi & Habibi, 2025, p. 53).

Goffman in his book, The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life (Goffman, 2021),
generalized the concepts of "front" and "back," which were originally applied to
restaurants and theaters, to all social institutions.
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ABSTRACT

Reuben Hersh, an American mathematician and philosopher, presented his humanistic
perspective with a critical view of traditional schools of the philosophy of mathematics.
This interdisciplinary perspective is considered among the valuable and influential
viewpoints of late philosophy, contrasting dominant traditional philosophies. From the
point of view of a philosopher of science, he endeavored to connect mathematics to the
human world through his influential views. His innovation lies in presenting a picture of
the mathematical life—a picture that is evidence that a humanist or social-historical account
is truer to real life than traditional accounts. Since humanistic philosophy links mathematics
with people, society, and history, the impact of this perspective will play a significant role
in revising, refining, and transforming conventional traditional views of mathematics as a
mere scientific tool. In this paper, through an analytical-descriptive approach, we aim to
trace the footprint of a sociological theory by the American sociologist, Erving Goffman,
within Hersh's humanistic perspective—an approach that has the capacity to create an
interdisciplinary foundation. Mathematics, like other social institutions, has its "front" and
"back. Acceptance of the mathematical myths that Hersh unveils depends on whether one
is located in the front or the back of mathematics.
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CONCLUSION

This study provides a non-reductionist physicalist reinterpretation of consumer
choice theory by grounding the concept of the consumption set in contemporary
cognitive neuroscience. The analysis shows that the traditional assumption of a fixed
and context-independent consumption set is incompatible with the predictive,
adaptive, and embodied nature of human cognition. By conceptualizing the brain as
a predictive system that continuously integrates sensory input, bodily states, memory,
and socio-cultural context, the paper demonstrates that consumption choices emerge
from dynamic cognitive processes rather than from static preference orderings.
Importantly, the proposed framework remains physicalist—anchored in brain
processes—while avoiding eliminative reductionism. Meaning, intentionality, and
cultural mediation are treated as indispensable components of economic behavior,
even though they are instantiated through physical and neural mechanisms.

The implications for economic theory are significant. Models that treat
preferences as stable parameters and consumption sets as purely mathematical
constructs risk systematic misrepresentation of actual decision-making.
Incorporating predictive cognition allows for more realistic models of learning,
adaptation, and context dependence in consumption behavior. At the same time, the
study acknowledges its scope and limitations. The analysis is confined to the
physicalist-cognitive level and does not provide a full account of normative
reasoning or moral deliberation. Rather, it constitutes the first step in a broader
research program aimed at reconstructing the concept of the economic agent as a
multi-layered being, integrating bodily, psychological, and rational dimensions.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this study lies in its structural reinterpretation of the consumption set
through a predictive, non-reductionist physicalist framework. Instead of merely
adding psychological variables to existing models, the paper redefines the ontological
status of the consumption set itself as a cognitively constructed and dynamically
evolving space. By systematically mapping predictive processing mechanisms onto
the formal apparatus of consumer choice theory, the study provides a coherent bridge
between microeconomic modeling and contemporary cognitive neuroscience. This
approach clarifies the cognitive foundations of preference instability, context
dependence, and learning in consumption behavior while preserving analytical rigor.
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FINDINGS

The findings of this study are analytical and theoretical in nature and emerge from
the systematic integration of predictive processing theory with the formal structure
of consumer choice theory. The central result is a reconceptualization of the
consumption set as a dynamically constructed cognitive space rather than a static and
purely mathematical object. First, the analysis demonstrates that the consumption set
is continuously shaped by the brain’s predictive mechanisms. Through predictive
coding, the brain actively anticipates future states of the environment and evaluates
possible options based on prior experiences, learned concepts, and current bodily
conditions (Barrett, 2017; Friston, 2010). As a result, not all theoretically feasible
options are cognitively represented at any given moment. Instead, only those options
that are predicted to be relevant, attainable, or meaningful enter the active
consumption set.

Second, interoceptive signals—such as hunger, fatigue, or arousal—play a
decisive role in filtering and prioritizing consumption alternatives. The findings show
that physiological states systematically modulate which goods or services are
cognitively salient, thereby altering the structure of the consumption set over time
(Barrett & Simmons, 2015). This mechanism provides a cognitive explanation for
state-dependent preferences frequently observed in behavioral economics.

Third, prediction-error minimization explains how experiences revise the
consumption set dynamically. When actual outcomes diverge from expected
outcomes, the brain updates its internal models, leading to the removal of previously
favored options or the inclusion of new alternatives (Friston, 2010). This process
accounts for learning effects, brand switching, and preference instability without
abandoning rational adaptation. Fourth, conceptual categorization enables cognitive
compression of choice environments. By grouping options into meaningful
categories—such as “luxury,” “necessity,” or “socially appropriate”—the brain
reduces computational complexity while preserving decision relevance (Rosch,
1978; Kahneman, 2011). These categories are culturally and socially conditioned,
which explains cross-cultural variation in consumption behavior.

Finally, memory and contextual cues jointly determine which segments of the
broader theoretical consumption space become activated in specific situations.
Advertising, social norms, and past experiences selectively reinforce or suppress
alternatives, further emphasizing the contextual and temporal variability of the
consumption set (Douglas & Isherwood, 1979). Collectively, these findings indicate
that preferences and consumption sets are endogenous outcomes of cognitive
processes rather than exogenous primitives of economic models.
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INTRODUCTION

Consumer choice theory constitutes one of the foundational pillars of
microeconomics. In its canonical formulation, individual behavior is explained
through a stable preference ordering defined over a given consumption set, subject to
budget constraints. Preferences are assumed to be complete, transitive, and
exogenously given, allowing them to be represented by a utility function that remains
invariant across contexts and time (Mas-Colell et al., 1995). Within this framework,
the consumption set is treated as a purely mathematical object encompassing all
feasible bundles of goods, independent of cognitive or perceptual processes.
However, growing evidence from behavioral economics, cognitive psychology, and
neuroscience suggests that human decision-making does not conform to such static
assumptions. Empirical findings indicate that preferences are context-dependent,
state-dependent, and sensitive to bodily conditions, memory, and social cues
(Kahneman, 2011). These observations call for a reconsideration of the cognitive
foundations of choice theory.

Recent developments in cognitive neuroscience, particularly predictive
processing theories, conceptualize the brain as an active inference system that
continuously generates predictions about sensory inputs and updates its internal
models to minimize prediction error (Friston, 2010; Barrett, 2017). From this
perspective, perception, emotion, and valuation are not passive reactions to external
stimuli but constructed processes shaped by prior experience, bodily states, and
contextual information.This paper situates itself at the intersection of economics and
cognitive science and argues that the consumption set itself must be reinterpreted
through this predictive, constructionist lens. Rather than being a fixed space of
objectively given alternatives, the consumption set is understood as a cognitively
constructed and dynamically evolving space shaped by neural and bodily processes.
Importantly, the paper adopts a non-reductionist physicalist stance: while the analysis
focuses on physical and cognitive mechanisms of the brain, it explicitly
acknowledges the irreducibility of meaning, culture, and intentionality in economic
behavior.

METHODOLOGY

The research employs a theoretical and conceptual methodology grounded in
interdisciplinary synthesis. Primary sources include foundational texts in
microeconomic theory, behavioral economics, neuroeconomics, and cognitive
neuroscience. The method consists of analytically reconstructing the concept of the
consumption set by aligning its formal economic definition with empirically
grounded models of brain function. No experimental manipulation or statistical
estimation is conducted; instead, the study develops a conceptual framework that
integrates predictive processing mechanisms into economic choice theory.
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ABSTRACT

This article adopts a non-reductive physicalist approach and employs an analytical-conceptual
method, examines the cognitive processes underlying economic decision-making and their
application in defining the consumption set in consumer choice theory. The study is grounded in
the logic of interdisciplinary theoretical modeling, wherein models function not merely as
empirical representations but as conceptual mediators between theory and phenomenon. Drawing
on Lisa Feldman Barrett's predictive theory of constructed emotions, it argues that the brain, as
a dynamic and adaptive system, constructs models of the environment through mechanisms such
as prediction, error reduction, and conceptual categorization, which guide economic behavior.
This framework demonstrates that the consumption set is not merely a reflection of fixed
preferences but rather the result of complex interactions between predictions based on past
experiences, interoception, and socio-cultural contexts. The findings highlight the crucial role of
predictive error reduction in continuously updating consumption options and the cognitive
flexibility of the brain in responding to new information. Nevertheless, the article maintains that
although physicalism provides a powerful explanatory framework for the neural foundations of
cognition, it faces philosophical limits in accounting for intentionality and the qualitative aspects
of consciousness. Hence, the analysis should not be read as a defense of physicalism but as an
effort to clarify its explanatory boundaries—boundaries whose transgression calls for the
inclusion of the dimensions of soul and intellect within a tripartite model of the human being. In
this sense, the study represents a first step toward reconstructing economic choice theory upon a
multilayered understanding of the human person. Ultimately, this research proposes integrating
cognitive science, neuroscience, and economics to develop more realistic economic models that
better reflect the dynamic and multi-layered nature of human decision-making. This
interdisciplinary approach offers a new perspective for behavioral economics and
neuroeconomics, emphasizing the need to revise traditional assumptions of economic rationality.

Keywords: Physicalism, cognition, consumption Set, Constructed Emotion Theory, brain
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