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CONCLUSION

Both laws are state-centered and concentrate power in the government, but their
legitimation strategies differ. The 1968 Act employs coercive control and warnings
against individual violations, utilizing negative emotions to construct the state as the
necessary responder to social threats. The 1982 Act utilizes satisfaction-building,
moralization, and controlled participation to consolidate state authority, framing justice
and collective well-being as the basis for state intervention. However, the increase in
monoglossia in the 1982 Act indicates that social participation is defined within a
predetermined framework under state supervision. The distinction between "institutional
participation" and "discursive heteroglossia" introduced in this study provides a more
precise interpretation of the differences between the two laws, showing that increased
participatory institutions does not necessarily mean discursive openness. This research
demonstrates that linguistic and discourse analysis can reveal subtle differences in
legitimation strategies within legal texts. It is suggested that future research extend this
analytical framework to other natural resource laws (oil, forests, mines) to identify
patterns of legal-discursive change across various public policy domains.

NOVELTY

The main novelty of this research lies in the systematic application of Appraisal Theory for
the comparative analysis of two Iranian water laws. While previous studies have primarily
focused on historical, political, and institutional contexts of water laws, this study, through
the analysis of three components—Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation—reveals the
hidden linguistic layers of legitimation, power naturalization, and behavior moralization in
legal texts. Additionally, the distinction between "institutional participation" and "discursive
heteroglossia" is introduced for the first time in this field. This research demonstrates that
increased participatory institutions in the 1982 Act does not necessarily mean discursive
openness, and this distinction enables a more precise interpretation of power relations in
legal texts. The scientific applications of this research are significant in forensic linguistics
and critical discourse analysis, while its social applications are relevant to the critical review
of natural resource laws and public policymaking.

Authors Contribution

All stages of the research, including design, data collection, analysis, and manuscript
writing, were carried out by the author.

Conflict of Interest
No conflict of interest
Funding

This research is an independent study and has not received any financial support from
governmental or private organizations or institutions. All research-related expenses have
been covered by the author.

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

51

Abstract




Main Sub- Sub-sub- 1968 Act 1982 Act
Component component component (Frequency/%) (Frequency/%)
Desire 7 (2.0%) 14 (6.4%)
Disinclination 9 (2.6%) 6 (2.7%)
Social Esteem —
Normality 8 (2.4%) 9 (4.1%)
ial Esteem —
%‘;;fcit; eem 6 (1.8%) 11(5.1%)
Social Esteem —
Judgment Tgfglcitys cem 5(1.5%) 8 (3.7%)
Social Sancti
f’\igacifync lon 5(1.5%) 7(3.2%)
Social Sancti
7‘;,°r‘§prieat‘;° ton 3 (0.9%) 6 (2.7%)
Valuation 10 (3.0%) 11 (5.1%)
1at1 1 0, 0,
lntcrdisci{?‘ljnary Studies Appreciation Reaction 8 (2.4%) 10 (4.6%)
in the Humanities
50 Composition 7 (2.1%) 9 (4.1%)
Monoglossia — 14 (4.1%) 20 (9.2%)
Volume 18
Issue 4 . .
Autumn 2026 Disclaim 7 (2.0%) 7 (3.2%)
Heteroglossia
— Contraction
Engagement Proclaim 7 (2.0%) 8 (3.7%)
) Entertain 6 (1.8%) 6 (2.7%)
Heteroglossia
— Expansion )
Attribute 6 (1.8%) 5(2.3%)
Intensification 11 (3.3%) 9 (4.1%)
Force
Quantification 9 (2.7%) 10 (4.6%)
Graduation
Intensification 5(1.5%) 8 (3.7%)
Focus
Softening 5(1.5%) 6 (2.7%)
Note: Percentages are calculated based on the total number of clauses in each law (1968 Act = 342 clauses;
1982 Act =217 clauses). Each percentage represents the frequency of the respective appraisal component
per 100 clauses, allowing direct comparison between the two corpora despite their unequal sizes. For
example, "security" appears in 5 out of 342 clauses (1.5%) in the 1968 Act and in 15 out of 217 clauses
(6.9%) in the 1982 Act, indicating a more than fourfold increase in relative frequency.




especially propriety (from 0.9% to 2.7%) and veracity (from 1.5% to 3.2%), increased
significantly, reflecting the moralization of water-related behavior in the newer law.

Valuation (from 3.0% to 5.1%), reaction (from 2.4% to 4.6%), and composition (from
2.1% to 4.1%) all increased in the 1982 Act, demonstrating that water is not only valued as a
national resource but also evaluated in terms of its social and aesthetic qualities.

Regarding Engagement: Monoglossia increased dramatically from 4.1% in the 1968
Act to 9.2% in the 1982 Act. This is the most significant finding in this component,
indicating that despite the introduction of participatory institutions (local councils,
associations), the legislative discourse became more monologic and less open to
alternative voices. Heteroglossia components, both contraction (disclaim and proclaim)
and expansion (entertain and attribute), showed only marginal increases, suggesting that
the text's dialogic space remained limited.

Regarding Graduation: Force components, particularly intensification (from 3.3%
to 4.1%) and quantification (from 2.7% to 4.6%), increased in the 1982 Act, reflecting
stronger emphasis on limiting water exploitation and regulating consumption. Focus
components, especially intensification (from 1.5% to 3.7%), increased notably, indicating
sharper definition of violations and moral obligations.

Qualitative analysis further revealed that in the 1968 Act, negative emotions served
coercive control and individual accountability, framing violations as threats to social
order that justified state intervention. In the 1982 Act, positive emotions were linked to
justice and collective satisfaction, but this participation occurred within a predefined
framework under state supervision. The increase in monoglossia confirms that
institutional participation does not equate to discursive openness.

Table 1. Comparison of appraisal theory component frequencies in the 1968 and 1982 acts

Main Sub- Sub-sub- 1968 Act 1982 Act
Component component component (Frequency/%) (Frequency/%)
Happiness 4 (1.2%) 12 (5.5%)
Unhappiness 12 (3.5%) 8 (3.7%)
Security 5(1.5%) 15 (6.9%)
Attitude Affect
Insecurity 11 (3.2%) 5(2.3%)
Satisfaction 6 (1.8%) 10 (4.6%)

Dissatisfaction 10 (2.9%) 7 (3.2%)
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INTRODUCTION

Water resources have historically been among the most vital factors in Iran's economic,
social, and political development. Water scarcity, uneven resource distribution, and
increasing pressure on consumption have made efficient water management a
fundamental necessity. Water-related laws are not merely technical and legal frameworks
but also reflect the dominant attitudes, values, and ideologies of each historical period. In
Iran, two laws—the "Water Nationalization Act" (1968) and the "Fair Water Distribution
Act" (1982)—were formulated in two distinct historical and ideological contexts. The
main research questions are how these two laws represent the attitudes and values of their
respective periods and what linguistic mechanisms they employ for legitimation and
restricting alternative viewpoints.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs an interdisciplinary approach (forensic linguistics and critical
discourse analysis) within the framework of Appraisal Theory (Martin & White, 2005).
The corpus consists of the complete texts of both laws: the 1968 Act with 66 articles and
35 notes (342 clauses) and the 1982 Act with 52 articles and 27 notes (217 clauses). The
unit of analysis was defined as the "clause" (an independent syntactic unit containing a
verb and subject). Coding was conducted based on the three main components of
Appraisal Theory: Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation. To ensure reliability, the entire
corpus was recoded after one month, yielding an agreement rate of 92%. Data analysis
employed a mixed quantitative-qualitative approach; absolute and relative frequencies of
components were calculated, and then contextual examples were interpreted within their
discursive context.

FINDINGS

Quantitative findings (Table 1) revealed that the density of appraisal components in the
1982 Act is significantly higher than in the 1968 Act, despite its smaller corpus size (217
clauses versus 342 clauses). This indicates a more value-laden and evaluative legislative
language in the post-revolutionary law.

Regarding Attitude: Positive emotional components (happiness, security,
satisfaction, desire) increased substantially in the 1982 Act. The most notable increases
include security (from 1.5% to 6.9%), desire (from 2.0% to 6.4%), and happiness (from
1.2% to 5.5%). Conversely, negative emotions such as insecurity (from 3.2% to 2.3%)
and unhappiness (from 3.5% to 3.7%) either decreased or remained stable. This shift from
negative to positive emotional framing suggests a transition from a deterrence-based
discourse to a satisfaction-oriented legitimation strategy.

Judgment subcomponents also showed higher frequencies in the 1982 Act,
particularly capacity (from 1.8% to 5.1%) and tenacity (from 1.5% to 3.7%), indicating
greater emphasis on social competence and stability. Social sanction components,
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ABSTRACT

Water laws in Iran reflect dominant attitudes and ideologies of each historical period.
Despite previous legal and historical research, a gap exists in systematic linguistic and
discourse analysis of these texts. This study compares the "Water Nationalization Act"
(1968) and the "Fair Water Distribution Act" (1982) using Appraisal Theory (Martin &
White, 2005) to reveal their attitudinal and legitimation strategy differences. The corpus
comprises both laws: the 1968 Act with 342 clauses and the 1982 Act with 217 clauses.
Coding was based on three components: Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation. Reliability
was 92% through recoding. Data were analyzed using a mixed quantitative-qualitative
method. Both laws are state-centered, but legitimation strategies differ. The 1968 Act
features negative emotions (unhappiness: 3.5%, insecurity: 3.2%) and administrative
judgments, indicating coercive control. The 1982 Act shows increased positive emotions
(security: 6.9%, desire: 6.4%) and socio-moral judgments. However, monoglossia rose
from 4.1% to 9.2%, showing participation is defined under state supervision. Graduation
components also increased, suggesting centralized management. The 1968 Act employs
national ownership and coercive control, while the 1982 Act employs social justice and
controlled participation for legitimation. The distinction between "institutional
participation" and "discursive heteroglossia" reveals that increased participatory institutions
do not necessarily mean discursive openness. Future research should extend this framework
to other natural resource laws.

Keywords: appraisal theory, discourse analysis, Water Nationalization Act, Fair Water
Distribution Act
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not easily possible due to their fame and status, which limited the opportunity to
interview a wider range of such individuals. Future research may examine the
applicability of the proposed model across different cultural environments and
creative sectors. Comparative studies and mixed-method approaches may further
enrich understanding of the institutionalization process and its relationship with
technological and social change.

NOVELTY

The contribution of this study lies in developing a process-oriented explanation of how
artistic innovations become institutionalized within a creative industry context. The
proposed five-stage model demonstrates that audience formation functions as a critical
intermediary mechanism linking innovation to institutional legitimacy. By integrating
the perspectives of artists, audiences, and institutional actors, the study provides a more
comprehensive understanding of institutionalization than approaches focused solely on
formal structures. Furthermore, the research enriches institutional theory by illustrating
how legitimacy is negotiated, constructed, and sustained through ongoing cultural
interactions in the music industry. The identification of “internal emergence,”
“honesty,” “love for style,” and “institutional skepticism” as mechanisms not
previously theorized in institutional literature on art constitutes a key innovation. The
resulting framework offers both theoretical insights and practical guidance for
understanding the long-term development of innovative cultural products.
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intermediaries, commercial entities, and formal institutions — become involved in the
diffusion and legitimization of the innovation (DiMaggio & Powell, 1983).
Institutional support provides visibility, resources, and opportunities for broader
dissemination. However, artists often express skepticism about the motivations of
these supporters, fearing non-artistic interference or financial exploitation (Negus,
1999).

The fifth theme relates to the acceptance or rejection of institutional support.
Institutional ~engagement does not automatically lead to successful
institutionalization. Instead, artists continuously negotiate the benefits and risks
associated with institutional involvement (Thornton, 1996). In some -cases,
acceptance of support strengthens legitimacy and sustainability but may require
stylistic compromise. In others, rejection of support preserves artistic identity but
results in slower production and limited distribution.

A particularly important finding is that audience formation precedes institutional
endorsement. Contrary to perspectives that emphasize top-down legitimacy, the
findings indicate that institutional support is frequently attracted by the existence of
committed audiences. Furthermore, technological developments, social
transformations, and changing cultural conditions continuously influence all stages
of the institutionalization process (Meysami & Damavandi, 2025).

CONCLUSION

The findings suggest that the institutionalization of innovation in creative industries
cannot be understood solely through formal mechanisms of legitimacy. Instead,
institutionalization emerges through an evolving process in which artistic creativity,
audience engagement, and institutional recognition become mutually reinforcing
(Zucker, 1987). The proposed five-stage model extends institutional theory by
highlighting the central role of audiences in shaping legitimacy. Rather than viewing
institutionalization as a process driven exclusively by organizations and formal
structures, the study demonstrates how legitimacy is constructed through interactions
between creators and consumers of cultural products (Bourdieu, 1993). This
perspective contributes to a more dynamic understanding of institutional processes
in artistic and cultural settings.

The study also provides practical implications for artists, cultural entrepreneurs,
and policymakers. Sustainable innovation requires not only creative production but
also the cultivation of meaningful relationships with audiences and the development
of adaptive strategies for engaging institutional actors. Policies aimed at supporting
innovation in creative industries should therefore recognize the importance of
audience development, cultural participation, and flexible institutional arrangements
(Lena & Peterson, 2008).

Several limitations should be acknowledged. The study focuses exclusively on
eight innovative music groups operating within the Iranian context and relies on
qualitative data. Furthermore, access to some prominent and well-known artists was



interviews were conducted with members of eight innovative music groups that had
actively participated in the development of new musical styles (fusion and
alternative) in contemporary Iran since the 2000s (1380s Persian calendar).
Participants were selected through purposive sampling with a snowball strategy.
Inclusion criteria were: (a) having an innovative style, (b) starting professional
activity from the 2000s onward, and (c) having at least one album or professional
performance. Of 15 groups contacted, 8 agreed to participate. Interviews lasted 45 to
90 minutes until theoretical saturation.

Data analysis followed the procedures of grounded theory. During open coding,
initial codes were extracted from the empirical material. Axial coding was
subsequently used to identify relationships among categories, yielding 16
sub-themes. Finally, selective coding enabled the integration of categories into 5
main themes. To enhance credibility and trustworthiness, the findings were
continuously compared across cases and evaluated through expert review,
comparison with prior research, and member checking.

FINDINGS

The findings reveal that the institutionalization of musical innovation is a dynamic
and non-linear process involving continuous interactions among artists, audiences,
and institutional actors (Lena & Peterson, 2008). Five major themes emerged from
the analysis.

The first theme concerns the emergence of innovation. Innovation originates from
the creative interactions of artists, their experimentation with existing musical
traditions, and their efforts to develop distinctive artistic identities (Becker, 1982).
Rather than being a purely individual phenomenon, innovation emerges through
collective processes of exploration, collaboration, and reinterpretation — often
without initial market or audience consideration.

The second theme relates to audience formation. Innovative musical styles
initially attract limited groups of listeners who share particular tastes, values, and
cultural preferences (Bourdieu, 1984). Informal networks, personal
recommendations, and social interactions — such as cafés, social media, and private
events — play a crucial role in introducing audiences to new artistic forms. At this
stage, audience engagement is based primarily on novelty, authenticity, and
emotional resonance (Frith, 1996).

The third theme involves the stabilization of innovation. As audiences become
more familiar with the innovative style, stronger relationships develop between artists
and listeners. Authenticity, consistency, artistic commitment, and loyalty to the core
identity of the musical style contribute to audience retention and long-term support
(Lena & Pachucki, 2013). Through repeated interactions, innovation gradually
acquires stability and social recognition.

The fourth theme concerns institutional support. Once a stable audience base has
emerged, various institutional actors — including media organizations, cultural

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

41

Abstract




Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanities

40

Volume 18
Issue 4
Autumn 2026

INTRODUCTION

Innovation constitutes one of the most fundamental sources of value creation and
competitive advantage within creative industries (Becker, 1982; Hesmondhalgh,
2013). Artistic fields continuously generate new forms of expression, styles, and
cultural products that seek to distinguish themselves from existing conventions.
However, not all innovations experience the same trajectory. While some artistic
innovations become widely recognized and establish a durable position within
society, others remain marginal or disappear despite their creative potential (Lena &
Peterson, 2008). In contemporary Iran, the music scene has witnessed rapid yet
contradictory changes. On one hand, digital platforms have enabled independent
groups to produce and distribute music; on the other hand, formal institutional
structures (licensing, distribution) remain aligned with mainstream styles (Meysami
& Damavandi, 2025). Fusion music — blending Persian classical music with other
styles or genres — exemplifies this innovation. Yet many innovative groups fade
quickly, while a few become historically established (Kowsari & Molaei, 2013). The
central question is: what distinguishes these two fates?

Institutional theory offers a valuable framework for examining how innovations
gain legitimacy and become socially accepted (Selznick, 1957; Berger & Luckmann,
2016). According to institutional scholars, innovations survive when they move
beyond isolated acts of creativity and become embedded within broader social
structures and cultural meanings (Meyer & Rowan, 1977; DiMaggio & Powell,
1983). Nevertheless, much of the existing literature has focused on organizations and
formal institutions, providing limited insight into the processes through which artistic
innovations become institutionalized (Scott, 1995; Zucker, 1987). This limitation is
particularly significant in the field of music, where audiences, symbolic meanings,
cultural identities, and informal networks play a crucial role (Bourdieu, 1984, 1993).
Consequently, the present study seeks to explain how innovative musical styles
become institutionalized in contemporary Iran and to identify the mechanisms that
facilitate or hinder this process. The two main research questions are: (1) How does
a musical innovation change or create audience taste and become institutionalized?
What path is taken for this to happen? (2) What causes various institutional supports
to flow toward this new style?

METHODOLOGY

This study adopts an interpretive qualitative approach and employs grounded theory
as its primary methodological framework (Creswell & Poth, 2017). Given the
exploratory nature of the research question and the limited theoretical understanding
of the institutionalization process in artistic contexts, grounded theory was selected
because it facilitates theory development directly from empirical data.

The research was conducted using a multiple-case study design. Data were
collected from two complementary sources. First, archival materials related to
innovative Iranian music groups were examined, including media reports, interviews,
historical documents, and publicly available records. Second, semi-structured
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ABSTRACT

Art is one of the most dynamic domains of human life, yet artistic innovations do not share
the same destiny: some attract temporary attention and disappear, while others become
embedded in collective memory. Understanding the mechanisms behind this difference is
particularly important in creative industries. Drawing upon institutional theory, this study
investigates how innovative musical styles become institutionalized in contemporary Iran
and why some innovations gain permanence while others are forgotten. The research adopts
an interpretive qualitative approach using grounded theory within a multiple-case study
design. Data were collected through archival sources and semi-structured interviews with
members of eight innovative Iranian music groups, selected through purposive sampling
with a snowball strategy, and analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding until
theoretical saturation was achieved. Five major themes were identified: the organic
emergence of innovation through artists' internal creative interactions; the formation of an
initial niche audience through shared taste and informal channels; stylistic stabilization
through authenticity and audience loyalty; negotiations for institutional support after
audience consolidation; and the acceptance or rejection of that support. The findings
demonstrate that audience formation precedes institutional endorsement and serves as a
critical condition for the long-term survival of innovative musical styles. The study
concludes that institutionalization in creative industries emerges through ongoing
interactions among artists, audiences, and institutional actors rather than through formal
legitimacy alone. The proposed model contributes to institutional theory by highlighting
cultural identity, audience engagement, and adaptive institutional arrangements, with
practical implications for artists, cultural entrepreneurs, and policymakers.
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NOVELTY

The novelty of this research lies in its pioneering effort to move beyond the traditional
theological and philosophical interpretations of Wang Daiyu’s works, offering
instead the first systematic reconstruction of his political-economic worldview during
the late Ming crisis. By uniquely applying Reinhart Koselleck’s methodological
framework of Conceptual History to the Han Kitab tradition, the study reveals how
Wang transformed the ethical-ritual concept of Filial Piety (Xiao) into a foundational
political-economic category that links Islamic monotheism with Confucian social
management. This innovative approach demonstrates how Wang creatively
subordinated imperial sovereignty to divine authority while simultaneously
identifying the provision of public livelihood as both a religious mandate and a state
responsibility. Furthermore, the research provides a rare interdisciplinary bridge
between Sufi spiritual anatomy and Neo-Confucian governance, marking a
significant scholarly advancement in understanding the historical participation of
Muslims within the Chinese imperial structure as active contributors to its economic
and political discourse.
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Hoarding and Usury: Wang condemned the hoarding of grain during famines as
a sin more egregious than usury. He argued that while the usurer merely seeks profit,
the hoarder actively prays for the misery of the people to drive up prices.

Agricultural Preservation: In a strategic move to maintain social harmony and preserve
agrarian productivity, Wang suggested restricting the slaughter of cattle. He argued that cattle
should be reserved for labor and religious sacrifice rather than the "pleasure of the palate,"
reflecting a pragmatic adaptation to the Chinese agrarian economy.

Resource Allocation: He critiqued the production of alcohol, suggesting that
land used for "sweet rice" (for wine) should be diverted to regular rice production to
eradicate hunger and poverty.

CONCLUSION

Wang Daiyu, as a Confucian literatus and Muslim theologian, extricated the
foundational concept of xiao (filial piety) from its purely ethical-ritual context and
transformed it into a basis for a simultaneous political and economic formulation. By
placing loyalty and obedience to God above obedience to both the ruler and one's
parents, he preserved the vertical structure of Confucian loyalty while binding its
ultimate legitimacy to the will of the Creator. Consequently, the emperor's
responsibility—as the "Son of Heaven"—to organize economic affairs and secure the
people's livelihood was redefined not as an autonomous political right but as a duty
owed to God. This, precisely, constitutes the answer to the fundamental research
question: Wang's economic outlook, amid the politico-economic crises of the late
Ming, consisted of a reconfiguration of the concept of filial piety into a politico-
economic concept wherein ensuring the welfare and sustenance of society was
simultaneously a duty to the parent-ruler and an act of worship before God. This
outlook aligns fully with the premodern Chinese pattern in which the "economy" was
not understood as a domain independent of politics and ethics but was instead
interwoven into social, political, and cultural life. Like other Confucian thinkers,
Wang holds the state, and at its head the emperor, responsible for economic
coordination, the establishment of distributive justice, and the satisfaction of the
people's essential needs. His fundamental divergence lies in linking this
responsibility to a theological obligation; in other words, service to parents and
loyalty to the ruler only acquire meaning when they are deployed in the service of the
Creator and directed toward meeting the needs of His creatures. In this manner, the
concept of "filial piety" in Wang's thought transcends a purely ethical concept and
becomes a "fundamental politico-economic concept" that simultaneously binds
together political legitimacy, social cohesion, and the public livelihood of Muslims.
It is worth noting that Wang Daiyu's work represents the sole surviving written source
by a Chinese Muslim thinker that presents a coherent politico-economic formulation
grounded in the Confucian conceptual heritage and its monotheistic reinterpretation.



Xiao interacts with its contemporary counter-concepts, particularly Zhong (Loyalty
to the ruler).

3. Spatio-Temporal Analysis: Utilizing Koselleck’s categories of "Space of
Experience" (the present past) and "Horizon of Expectation” (the present future), the
research evaluates how Wang’s personal and generational experience as a Chinese
Muslim informed his expectations for a stable, just, and economically viable society.
This includes the study of his specific metaphors, such as the "Heart and Body,"
which bridge Neo-Confucian physiology with Sufi Islamic spiritual anatomy.

FINDGINS

The research identifies that Wang Daiyu utilized Confucian terminology not merely
for linguistic convenience, but as a systematic foundation for an Islamic political
economy. His findings can be categorized into four primary areas:

A. The Redefinition of Political Loyalty and Sovereignty: Wang adopted the
Confucian structure of sovereignty, accepting the Emperor as the "Son of Heaven"
responsible for the world's order. However, he introduced a critical theological shift
by subordinating the Emperor to the "One True God" (Allah). In Wang’s hierarchy,
true loyalty (Zhong) to the state is only possible if one is first loyal to the Creator. He
argued that the state is a "common house" where different groups must coexist
peacefully, and he positioned the Islamic "Pure and True Teaching" as the most
effective path to achieving the Confucian goal of "Great Harmony."

B. The "Heart and Body" Metaphor as a Governance Model: Influenced by the
Neo-Confucianism of Wang Yangming and the Sufi teachings of the Kubrawiyya
order, Wang employed the metaphor of the "Heart and Body" to describe the state.
He posited that the King is the "Heart" of the body politic; just as a sincere heart
ensures a healthy body, a virtuous and just ruler ensures a stable and prosperous
nation. This tied the success of the economy and social security directly to the moral
and spiritual integrity of the political leadership.

C. Filial Piety as a Political-Economic Concept: Wang transformed the ethical-
ritual definition of Xiao into a "fundamental political-economic concept." In the
context of pre-modern China, where economics was not an independent discipline
but was embedded in social management (Jing-ji), Xiao served as the mechanism for
ensuring the "livelihood" of the family and the state. Wang identified specific "non-
filial" behaviors that were economic in nature, such as the failure to provide for the
physical sustenance of parents and the neglect of education for future generations.
By framing the provision of food, goods, and knowledge as a religious and filial duty,
Wang linked Islamic charity with Confucian social stability.

D. Economic Ethics and Resource Management in Crisis: Reflecting the dire
conditions of the late Ming period, Wang addressed specific economic behaviors:
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INTRODUCTION

The intellectual history of Muslims in China represents a unique case of cross-
cultural synthesis, where Islamic monotheism encountered the deeply rooted social
and ethical structures of Confucianism. Historically, the socio-political and economic
conduct of Chinese Muslims has been under-researched due to a scarcity of primary
sources written by the community itself during the medieval period. This changed
significantly during the Ming Dynasty (1368—1644) with the emergence of the Han
Kitab school—a movement of Chinese-speaking Muslim scholars known as the Hui-
Ru. These scholars translated and interpreted Islamic concepts using the vocabulary
of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, effectively facilitating the integration of
Muslims into the Chinese imperial structure as loyal subjects rather than resident
aliens.

Wang Daiyu (c. 1580-1660), recognized as the inaugural figure of this tradition,
lived during a period of profound upheaval marked by the collapse of the Ming
Dynasty and the rise of the Qing. His era was defined by systemic crises, including
internal rebellions, famine, plague, and economic volatility. Writing as a descendant
of imperial astronomers, Wang sought to reconcile the "Pure and True Teaching"
(Islam) with the prevailing Confucian socio-economic order. The primary focus of
this research is to investigate how Wang reformulated the fundamental concept of
Xiao (Filial Piety) and its counter-concept Zhong (Loyalty) as a multi-layered
political-economic framework to address the challenges of his time.

METHODOLOGY

This study employs an interdisciplinary interpretive approach, drawing heavily on
the "Conceptual History" (Begriffsgeschichte) formulated by the German historian
Reinhart Koselleck. The methodology is built upon the distinction between mere
words and "fundamental concepts," which are characterized by their multi-layered
meanings and their role as sites of semantic struggle between competing social or
religious groups.

The analytical framework consists of three levels:

1. Diachronic Analysis: This involves rtracking the historical evolution of the
concept of Xiao from the Western Zhou dynasty through its legalistic and political
transformations in the Han, Tang, and Song periods. It examines how Filial Piety
evolved from a ritualized ancestral cult into a state-sponsored ideology for
maintaining social order.

2. Synchronic Analysis: This examines the "semantic field" within Wang Daiyu’s
major works, specifically The Real Commentary on the True Teaching (1642), The
Great Learning of Islam, and Real Answers to Important Questions. It analyzes how
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ABSTRACT

The concept of filial piety, as one of the foundational concepts of traditional Chinese
thought, has long been a source of political and economic debate due to its conceptual
ambiguity and multiple layers of meaning. Drawing on an interdisciplinary approach and
employing the framework of Conceptual History, inspired by the work of Reinhart
Koselleck, this study examines the following question: How did Wang Daiyu, in the context
of the political and economic crises of the late Ming dynasty, understand economic life
through the conceptual relationship between filial piety and its counter-concept, loyalty?
The findings demonstrate that Wang Daiyu appropriated the Confucian concepts of filial
piety and loyalty and incorporated them into Islamic religious discourse as well as the social
and political life of Chinese Muslims. While he did not adopt every dimension of the
Confucian understanding of filial piety, he reconfigured the relationship between these
concepts by placing loyalty and obedience to God above obedience to the ruler and to one's
parents. At the same time, he accepted the Confucian conception of political authority and
the emperor's status as the "Son of Heaven." Like Confucian thinkers, Wang regarded the
state, with the emperor at its apex, as responsible for regulating economic affairs and
securing the livelihood and material welfare of the people. In his thought, therefore, filial
piety was not merely an ethical virtue but also a fundamental politico-economic concept.
His political-economic outlook substantially converged with the Confucian understanding
of economic governance and with the broader premodern Chinese conception of the
relationship between politics and the economy.

Keywords: Ming period, Confucianism, Islam, filial piety, loyalty, politics, economy

1. PhD Candidate, Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran

P kohsarnazari@gmail.com

2. Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran

XM h aghajari@yahoo.com

*Corresponding Author


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:kohsarnazari@gmail.com
mailto:h_aghajari@yahoo.com




Voegelin, E. (2024). ‘Elm, siyasat va gnostsm [Science, Politics and Gnosticism] (A.

Salgi, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Pileh. [In Persian]

Yamani Doozi Sorkhabi, M. (2016). University Development Planning as an

Interdisciplinary Area. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 1(2), 1-24.
https://doi.org/10.7508/isith.2009.02.001

Zokaei, M.  (2024). Memory  policymaking:  Issues, disputes, and
priorities. Interdisciplinary — Studies  in  the  Humanities, 17(1),  77-112.
https://doi.org/10.22035/is1h.2025.5343.5056

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Flumanities

29

Abstract



https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2025.5343.5056

lntcrdisciﬁ]jnary Studies
in the Humanities

28

Volume 18
Issue 4
Autumn 2026

Kermani, M. A. (2000). Se maktub [Three Letters] (B. Choubineh, Ed.). Tehran, Iran:
Vima Volgar Publications. [In Persian].

Khorsandi Taskooh, A. (2009). Variety of Typologies in Interdisciplinary
Education. Interdisciplinary ~ Studies  in  the  Humanities, 1(4),  57-83.
https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2009.04.003

Khosrowpanah, A. (2009). Gate-keeping Theory, a Method to Discover Interdisciplinary
Sciences. Interdisciplinary — Studies  in the  Humanities, 1(1), 57-76.
https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2009.01.004

Kroll, J. P. (2020). Payan-e bashari-ye tarikh [The End of Human History] (Z. Ebrahimi,
Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Pagah-e Riizgar-e Now. [In Persian]

Lowith, K. (2021). Ma ‘na dar tarix [Meaning in History] (Trans. Z. Ebrahimi). Tehran,
Iran: Elm1 Farhangi.

Malkum Khan, M. (2002). Risaleh-ha [Treatises] (H. Asil, Ed.). Tehran, Iran: Nashr-e
Ney. [In Persian]

Mehrmohammadi, M. (2009). Key Consideration on the Policy Making for
Interdisciplinary Sciences in Higher Education from the Standpoint of Development
Process. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 1(3), 1-18.
https://doi.org/10.7508/is1h.2009.03.001

Mostashar al-Dowleh, Yusof Khan (n.d). Yak kalameh [A Word] (S. Sajjadi, Ed.). Tehran,
Iran: Nashr-e Tarix. (Original work published 1985) [In Persian]

Motahari Tabataba’1, M. (n.d.). Majmii ‘e-ye asar-e Mirza Malkam Xan [Collected Works
of Mirza Malkam Khan]. Tehran, Iran: Entesarat-e ‘Elmi.

Motahhari, M. (1986). Khedmat-e Motaqabel-e Eslam va Iran [Mutual Services of Islam
and Iran]. Tehran, Iran: Sadra. [In Persian]

Motamedi, A., Yamani Doozi Sorkhabi, M., Khorsandi Taskoh, A., & Arefi, M. (2018).
The Evolution of the Typology of Interdisciplinary Research: A Historical-
genealogical Study. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 11(1), 1-32.
https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2019.2929.3266

Pakatchi, A. (2009). Linguistic Requisites of Interdisciplinary Studies. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities, 1(1), 111-135. https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2009.01.007

Schmitt, C. (1985). Political theology: Four chapters on the concept of sovereignty (G.
Schwab, Trans.). The MIT Press. (Original work published 1922)

Talebof, A. R. (1893). Kitab-e Ahmad (Safina-ye Talebi) [The Book of Ahmad]. Istanbul:
Akhtar Press. [In Persian]


https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2009.04.003
https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2009.01.004
https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2019.2929.3266

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adamiyat, F. (1977). Andise-ye taraqqi va hokumat-e ganun [The Idea of Progress and
the Rule of Law]. Tehran, Iran: Khwarazmi Publishing. [In Persian]

Akhundzadeh, M. F. (1978). Alefba-ye jadid va maktibat [The New Alphabet and
Writings] (H. Mohammadzadeh, Ed.). Tabriz, Iran: Ehya Publications. [In Persian]

Akhundzadeh, M. F. (1978). Nagd-e Mostasarod-Dowleh [Critique of Mostashar al-
Dowleh]. Tehran, Iran: (publisher unknown). [In Persian]

Alavipour, S. M., & Nematpour, A. (2009). The Psycho-political: Erich Fromm and the
Crisis in Modern Society. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 1(3), 141-167.
doi: https://doi.org/10.7508/is1h.2009.03.007

Aubes, J. (2020). Elahiyyat-e siasi-ye Pilus [The Political Theology of Paul] (Z.
Ebrahimi, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Daman. [In Persian]

Bahrani, M. (2019). A theory of interdisciplinarity; Introduction and report of a
research. Interdisciplinary — Studies in the  Humanities, 12(1), 1-28.
https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2020.3738.3899

Blumenberg, H. (2015). Interdisciplinarity as repetition of protohistory. In The laughter
of the Thracian woman: A protohistory of theory (S. Hawkins, Trans., pp. 130-132).
Bloomsbury Academic. (Original work published 1987)

Blumenberg, H. (2021). Mashrii iyyat-e ‘asr-e jadid [The Legitimacy of the Modern Age]
(Z. Ebrahimi, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Paygah-e Riizgar-e Now. [In Persian]

Blumenberg, H. (2022). The readability of the world (R. Savage & D. Roberts, Trans.).
Cornell University Press. (Original work published 1981)

Blumenberg, H. (2024). Mafhiim-e vage ‘iyyat [The Concept of Reality] (M. Bahrani,
Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Qasideh-Sara. [In Persian].

Cassirer, E. (1953). Substance and function and Einstein's theory of relativity. Dover
Publications. (Original work published 1923)

Darzi,G . (2018). Metaphor and interdisciplinarity: Explaining the metaphors application
in the interdisciplinary research. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 10(2), 1-
26. https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2018.277

Freud, S. (2025). Tamaddon va malalat-hayes [Civilization and Its Discontents] (M.
Mobasheri, Trans.). Tehran, Iran: Mahi. [In Persian]

Javedani, H., & Tofighi, J. (2010). The Structures, Process and Effective Factors in
Developing Interdisciplinarity. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 2(1), 37-
56. https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2010.05.002

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Flumanities

27

Abstract



https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2020.3738.3899
https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2018.277
https://doi.org/10.7508/isih.2010.05.002

Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanities

26

Volume 18
Issue 4
Autumn 2026

3. The phenomenological approach, which emphasizes the university’s
responsibility toward the world and seeks to mitigate the shortcomings of disciplinary
specialization.

According to the author, Iranian academia has largely fallen into the second
category: a form of interdisciplinarity that is neither committed to problem-solving
nor to human responsibility, but rather to projects of civilizational prestige and
institutional power.

CONCLUSION

The article concludes that one of the principal obstacles to the functional
development of interdisciplinarity in Iran is the dominance of intellectual frameworks
shaped by the Secularization Theorem. By insisting on the reinterpretation and
transmission of tradition, this theorem cultivates a nostalgic attachment to the past
and inhibits the emergence of genuinely modern intellectual curiosity. Concepts such
as ijtihad, the revival of tradition, and reconnection with roots cease to be productive
when they replace the task of responding to actual problems.

NOVELTY

A viable interdisciplinary knowledge system requires a theoretical and functional
discontinuity from the arche of tradition and from the expectation that definitive
answers can be found in the past. Without such discontinuity, neither disciplinary
knowledge nor interdisciplinarity can fulfill their modern function.
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1. Those who regard discontinuity as destructive and unethical, prescribing a
return to the past .

2. Those who distrust both continuity and discontinuity and remain suspended in
a condition of intellectual indecision .

3. Those who interpret modernity itself as a continuation of Gnosticism and
therefore as a form of intensified otherworldliness .

According to the author, all three positions ultimately evade the full acceptance
of modern subjectivity and responsibility.

The Quarterly Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, established
in the mid-2000s as one of the principal theoretical forums for interdisciplinary
scholarship in Iran, provides a revealing example of what the author calls
substantialist continuity. Many articles published in the journal portray
interdisciplinarity not as a modern phenomenon but as an extension of older
intellectual traditions.

Examples include:

1. Tracing interdisciplinarity back to “applied philosophies” or historical traditions
of linguistic;

2. Relating interdisciplinary planning to prehistoric human hunting practices;

3. Describing interdisciplinarity through metaphors such as “the string of prayer
beads,” “bridge-building,” or “an archipelago”;

4. Emphasizing that no fixed or foundational definition of interdisciplinarity
exists.

In the author's view, such approaches obscure the meaning of interdisciplinarity
and distance it from its actual function. Interdisciplinarity emerges only where a
certain rupture in memory and tradition has occurred, not where the past is preserved
as a sacred and uninterrupted continuum.

Among the articles published in the journal, the author identifies only one
significant exception: “A Theory of Interdisciplinarity as It Might Serve Our Needs”
(Bahrani, 2019). This article distinguishes three approaches to interdisciplinarity:

1. The positivist approach, which regards interdisciplinarity as a practical
instrument for solving real societal problems.

2. The postmodern approach, which either labels any discipline supplemented by
a few theoretical additions as interdisciplinary or lapses into the illusion of total
interdisciplinarity, ultimately producing intellectual stagnation.
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INTRODUCTION

Interdisciplinarity is a modern phenomenon and cannot be found, in the strict sense
of the term, within the premodern tradition. Traditional forms of encyclopedic
learning, however extensive, bore no functional resemblance to modern
interdisciplinarity. Yet in contemporary Iran, the expansion of interdisciplinary
studies has often been justified through appeals to traditional roots. This tendency
forms part of a broader pattern in Iranian intellectual life: the assumption that Western
modernity is merely a secularized form of theology and that Iranian modernization
must therefore proceed through the reinterpretation and transmission of traditional
concepts. The author refers to this pattern as the Secularization Theorem.

PURPOSE

The purpose is to show that the theorem has exercised considerable influence within
Iranian academic discourse. Despite more than half a century of discussion
concerning interdisciplinarity and nearly a quarter century of its institutionalization
within universities, the practical achievements of this project remain unclear. No
major social problem has been resolved through interdisciplinary inquiry, no
significant theoretical conflict has been satisfactorily organized, and no genuinely
new horizon of intellectual curiosity has emerged. Through an analysis of the dual
concepts of substance/function and continuity/discontinuity, this article seeks to
explain why interdisciplinarity in Iran has become trapped in a form of continuity-
oriented substantialism.

METHODOLOGY

This argument is developed through a critical examination of some of the most
important articles published in the Quarterly Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in
the Humanities between 2006 and 2019.

FINDINGS

Interdisciplinarity is a product of modern consciousness—a form of consciousness
that validates itself through its functions. The Enlightenment, grounded in reason and
progress, represented the theoretical articulation of this self-legitimating process. In
the modern world, human beings assume responsibility for their own lives and their
shared world rather than awaiting final answers from the past.

Discontinuity, in this sense, is not merely a break with history. It is an ethical and
intellectual project: the willingness to distance oneself from inherited answers and to
formulate new responses to actual crises. The past is not abolished; its questions and
concepts remain present. Yet modern answers acquire distinct functions and
meanings.

Against this perspective, three major secular positions are identified:
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ABSTRACT

Interdisciplinary research and education are legitimate only within a sphere that has
affirmed the legitimacy of the modern age. One indication is a functional rupture with
traditional forms of knowledge. The question is whether interdisciplinarity in Iran have
fulfilled such a condition. It appears that two decades of interdisciplinary contributions in
Iran still remain distant from the functions emerging from rupture. An examination of works
that take interdisciplinarity itself as their subject, as well as works that discuss various
subjects through an interdisciplinary approach, demonstrates that their authors maintain a
continuity-oriented will toward tradition and the past. The resistance of Iranian writers and
researchers to rupture with the past may be discussed under the category referred to as the
secularization theorem. This theorem assumes that modern consciousness is the secularized
form of ancient Christian or pagan consciousness. Iranian authors likewise, generally within
the framework of the same theorem, seek to bring about an indigenous modernity through
the rereading, transmission, and transformation of tradition. One sign of the failure of this
mode of contribution is precisely the interdisciplinary arrangement of knowledge in Iran.
Through a concise analysis of the secularization theorem by way of explaining the
categories of substance/function and continuity/rupture, this article elucidates the pathology
of continuity-oriented essentialism in the articles published in the Quarterly Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies. It then, by focusing on one rupture-oriented article among them,
prepares the ground for further discussions. Without continuity being called into question,
and without a will toward rupture from the essences of tradition, neither the disciplinary
system of knowledge nor the interdisciplinary system can fulfill their proper function.

Keywords: function, continuity, dis-continuity, progress, tradition, modernity, improvement
of life
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tier analysis—for future studies in the sociology of Persian literature, while enriching
literary criticism through the application of critical discourse analysis and material-
culture studies.

NOVELTY

The principal novelty of this study lies in selecting dress as an independent analytical
axis for rereading two classic novels of Persian literature—an approach that has not
previously been pursued in an independent and systematic manner in scholarship on
Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors, which has chiefly focused on narrative structure,
feminine identity, socialist realism, or postcolonial readings. A further innovative
dimension is the use of a quantitative coding method for vestimentary vocabulary,
including the compilation of frequency and percentage-frequency tables for dress,
personal adornments, and social classes, alongside Fairclough's three-tier qualitative
analysis. This combination makes it possible to assess the symbolic representation of
class from both statistical and interpretive perspectives. Finally, the comparative
reading of these two novels—one examining dress from the vantage point of the
decline of the dominant class and the other from the vantage point of subaltern
resistance—makes possible the formulation of a unified dialectic of power and
subalternity in Iranian society during a period of transition, a dialectic that has not
hitherto been articulated so explicitly in the research literature on these two works.
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differentiated between two archetypes: the "coquettish woman" and the "domestic,
supportive woman." At the explanatory level, these patterns are linked to the social
and economic inequality of Khuzestan in the 1950s (1330s AH) and to the structural
critique of the dependent regime.

In the concluding comparative reading, the authors demonstrate that both novels,
despite their divergent narrative styles, depict dress as a terrain of class struggle,
albeit through two distinct strategies. In Prince Ehtejab, aristocratic attire is not a
token of living power but a reminder of the gradual demise of a historical class. In
The Neighbors, by contrast, dress serves as an instrument for the structural critique
of the reproduction of deprivation and the repression of the working class. Golshiri
narrates the crisis of the dominant class's subjective legitimacy, whereas Ahmad
Mahmoud depicts the material crisis involved in the reproduction of the subaltern's
livelihood. One looks from above at the decline of power, while the other looks from
below at the suffering produced by domination.

CONCLUSION

The findings indicate that, in both novels, visual markers of class—including dress,
dwelling, possessions, and comportment—work together to construct a coherent
image of social norms and economic realities. For instance, the combination of
unadorned attire and a humble dwelling in The Neighbors, as well as the combination
of jewelry, a long gown, and domestic pedigree in Prince Ehtejab, together provide
an integrated representation of the characters' class positions. In response to the third
research question, the findings show that The Neighbors is more explicit in its critique
of social reality, with its thematic focus centered primarily on the subaltern, whereas
Prince Ehtejab, despite its innovation in narrative form through the use of stream of
consciousness, remains predominantly reflective and comparatively muted in its
treatment of the subversion of class norms. This conclusion is based on specific
textual evidence, including direct quotations and lexical frequencies, and neither
privileges one novel over the other nor reflects any bias toward either work.

The results of this study are consistent with the preceding studies cited in the
article, such as Zarei's study of vestimentary symbols in the Divan of Hafez and
Asadi's study of social class and Constitutional-era poetry, in affirming that Persian
literature has considerable capacity to encode social inequality through material
signifiers. However, none of the previous studies on these two novels has specifically
addressed dress, and the present study seeks to fill precisely this lacuna. As a strategy
and recommendation for future research, this analytical framework could be extended
to other novels of the Pahlavi era or the post-revolutionary period, or combined with
comparative analyses of gender and dress. The contribution of these findings to the
advancement of knowledge lies in providing a methodological framework—
combining the frequency coding of vestimentary vocabulary with Fairclough's three-



The data-analysis method follows Fairclough's three-stage model, operationalized
in four procedural steps: first, an initial reading and selection of text to identify
passages related to dress and class; second, linguistic analysis at the descriptive level,
carried out through open coding of vestimentary and adornment-related vocabulary,
followed by the tabulation of frequencies and percentage frequencies in tables and
charts; third, textual interpretation, which links the descriptions of attire to the
historical-social context of Iran; and fourth, socio-cultural explanation, which
clarifies the relationship between linguistic practice and the social, political, and
ideological context. The data-analysis instrument consists of manual text coding and
the frequency counting of vocabulary related to dress and social class, presented in
the form of frequency tables and bar/pie charts. The research questions are formulated
around three axes: the depiction of class through dress, the narrative function of attire
in reinforcing or contesting norms, and the reflective versus critical stance of the two
novels.

FINDINGS

The descriptive-level analysis of Prince Ehtejab showed that, among a total of 105
vestimentary terms, pirahan (gown) is the most frequent, occurring 43 times (41%).
In the domain of personal adornment, out of 54 terms, spectacles are the most
recurrent, with 38 instances (70%). Both terms occur predominantly in descriptions
of Fakhr-ol-Nesa, the Qajar aristocratic woman. At the level of social class, 67% of
the class-coded lexical frequency is attributed to upper-class characters (Fakhr-ol-
Nesa, the Prince, the grandfather, and the aunts), while the middle class is essentially
absent. At the interpretive level, the contrast between Fakhr-ol-Nesa, with her white
lace gown and spectacles, and Fakhri, the household maid, whose attire includes a
lachak headscarf, apron, and chador-namaz, vividly embodies class distinction
through the women's clothing. The Prince's insistence on dressing Fakhri in
aristocratic garments does not erase the class boundary; rather, it accentuates her
psychological dissonance and the incongruity of those garments with her identity. At
the explanatory level, this function of dress is linked to the historical decline of the
Qajar aristocracy and the crisis of legitimacy of the dominant class.

In The Neighbors, among a total of 238 vestimentary terms, trousers are the most
frequent, occurring 40 times (17%), followed by rakht/lebas (garment, 14%), chador
(13%), and nim-taneh (short overtunic, 13%). In the domain of personal adornment,
out of 28 terms, timepiece accounts for the largest share, at 39%. At the level of social
class, 64% of the frequency is attributed to the lower class, 20% to the middle class,
and 16% to the upper class. At the interpretive level, the patched and unadorned
garments of the characters, including the nim-taneh and torn trousers, reflect chronic
poverty, while military uniforms, work attire, and prison garb delineate distinct social
types associated with repression and struggle. Women's attire is likewise
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INTRODUCTION

The point of departure for this study is the observation that scholarship on the Persian
novel has predominantly focused on narrative technique, characterization, and
language, while paying insufficient attention to the semiotic function of dress in
representing society and social class. In the Persian novel, attire exceeds mere
ornamentation; it signifies social class, cultural affiliation, and individual identity. In
this sense, the pattern of characters' dress throughout the narrative is regarded as a
reflection of the cultural, social, and economic dynamics of society. Nevertheless, no
systematic understanding of this function exists within the tradition of the Persian
novel, and this very lacuna constitutes the origin of the research problem.

To fill this lacuna, two novels—Prince Ehtejab by Hushang Golshiri and The
Neighbors by Ahmad Mahmoud—were selected, since, despite their manifest
divergence in class positioning and narrative style, both works offer nuanced
representations of the intersection of power, tradition, and modernity in Iranian
society. Prince Ehtejab is narrated from the vantage point of a declining aristocracy,
in which attire is entwined with a lost heritage and lost prestige, whereas The
Neighbors is narrated from the perspective of the working and subaltern classes, in
which dress serves as an instrument of social struggle. The research problem has three
dimensions: first, how dress signals the class attributes of individuals, families, and
social groups; second, how characters' attire functions as a narrative device, either
reinforcing or contesting social norms; and third, whether the two novels, in
confronting class distinctions, merely perform a reflective function or also participate
in the critique of social reality. The ultimate aim is to clarify that dress is not merely
a reflection of individual identity but also an instrument for the symbolic
representation of Iran's broader socio-political hierarchy and cultural norms. The
value of this aim lies in situating novel studies within the broader discourse of social
critique and resistance.

METHODOLOGY

In terms of purpose, this research is applied-analytical, and in terms of nature, it is
qualitative and documentary/library-based. That is, the data were gathered not
through fieldwork or questionnaires but through the close reading and re-reading of
the texts of the two novels. The research population comprises the entire text of the
two novels, Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors, while the research sample consists of
passages, scenes, dialogues, and descriptions within the two works that relate—
explicitly or implicitly—to dress, appearance, and class markers. The theoretical
framework of the study is Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis (CDA),
which, owing to its interdisciplinary character, provides an effective instrument for
examining the relationship among language, power, and social structure in literary
texts; according to this approach, literary texts both shape discourses and are shaped
by them.



Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities, 18(4), 39-72, Autumn 2026

% Moradi, A., & Rezaei, E. (2026). Social classes reflected in attire: epresenting Social
o Distinctions in the novels Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors. Interdisciplinary Studies
\ .~ in the Humanities, 18(4), 39-72. doi: 10.22035/isih.2026.5696.5265

4. https://doi.org/10.22035/isih.2026.5696.5265  URL: https://www.isih.ir/article_582.html

2008-4641 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Research Paper

Social classes reflected in attire: epresenting Social Distinctions
in the novels Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors

Alireza Moradi'*, Elmira Rezaie’
Received: Apr. 24, 2026; Accepted: Aug. 1, 2026

ABSTRACT

Focusing on the two novels Prince Ehtejab and The Neighbors, this study examines the role
of dress in reflecting the class structures of Iranian society within these narratives. The
principal aim of the research is to analyze how dress is employed to depict class differences,
reinforce or contest social norms, and attain a deeper understanding of the structures of
power within society. To examine the relationship among language, power, and social
structures in the two novels, this study employs a critical discourse analysis approach. The
findings reveal that dress is not merely a superficial element but a potent instrument for
representing and critiquing class structures. In both novels, dress is deployed to differentiate
among distinct social classes, reinforce social norms, and signal historical-social
transformations. In Prince Ehtejab, for instance, attire clearly delineates the divide between
the aristocracy and the subaltern classes, whereas in The Neighbors, dress functions as a
symbol of poverty and deprivation. This study demonstrates that both novels, through dress,
engage in the representation of existing socio-class structures, albeit with differing
intensities and methods. Overall, the present study underscores the significance of dress as
a symbolic instrument for a deeper understanding of the social and class structures within
modern Persian literature.
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upbringing: his habits, language, and loyalty take on avian nature, and his relational
ethics of care contrasts with Sam's warrior dignity. Even demons acquire
individuality—Zahhak, and the demons who tempt Kavus as a youth, a minstrel, or
natural phenomena—complicating the good/evil binary.

4. Assemblage and Affective Infrastructures

Williams (1977) classically conceptualized structures of feeling—residual,
dominant, emergent emotions—but saw actors only in human and social terms.
Berlant's (2016) affective infrastructure is a posthuman revision: active patterning of
social norms that accommodates difference and enables coexistence (Berlant, 2016:
395). Our habits, norms, and affective assemblages connect us to each other and the
world; humans maneuver among commonalities as affective infrastructures. In the
recent war, emotional structures embedded in Iranian myth provided a stable,
patterned, collectively agreed template for hope and meaning-making, aiding
resilience. The Shahnameh contains a full set of emotional formulations—anger,
resentment, revenge, pride, love, hope, forgiveness, altruism—narrated under wars
whose main purpose is justice, not conquest. Islami Nodushan (1370: 24) calls "dad"
(justice) the life-glass of the Iranian people. The recent war revealed intermingling
of national and religious emotional systems; Ravandi (1382: 689) notes Qajar
narrators linked Sohrab's death to Ali Akbar's martyrdom. The Shahnameh's cyclical,
non-linear temporality moderates Iranians' understanding of trauma and sustains
hope for justice, taking resilience beyond individual psychology into historical logic.

These infrastructures ground what I call "national emotional literacy"—the
historical sediments of a society's emotional apparatus, the product of cognitive,
sensory, behavioral, normative, and embodied reserves accumulated through
traumatic events. It is the melting point of social groups' emotions at historical
junctures, providing readiness for action. Dabashi (2015: 152) notes
the Shahnameh was a transnational royal heritage with a fair share for postcolonial
nations; despite nationalist reductions, it remains the greatest unifying epic heritage
regulating Iranians' emotions.

The Shahnameh extends infrastructure from the human social realm to trans-
human myth and narrative. Its meter, characters, and modes of publication and
memorization create a durable structure pre-shaping Iranians' feeling and reaction to
catastrophe. Meter conditions the body: reading aloud regulates breathing,
harmonizes groups, and transmits emotion through sound before meaning. Caracciolo
and Kukkonen (2021) show reading involves the whole body. Poetic meter becomes
a non-human actor in an assemblage shaping lungs, memory, and collective trauma.
The Simorgh's feather is a material-semiotic node in an assemblage of hope.

Attar's Conference of the Birds is the clearest assemblage: thirty birds realize they
are the Simorgh; the reader is an assemblage; the seeker and the sought form a



and Rudabeh's body. No single component controls the outcome—precisely Latour's
actor-network. The Shahnameh presents a premodern model of distributed agency
that challenges the humanist fantasy of the independent, self-made hero. The mode
of narration reinforces this: in coffeehouse recitation, the narrator, audience, wall
paintings, and the physical field co-produce emotion. Aydenlu (1388, 41) reports that
officials threatened narrators for killing Sohrab, and audiences asked painters not to
plunge Tahamtan's dagger into his son's flank—evidence that the scene of
consumption is itself a field of distributed agency.

2. Relationality: Beyond Species and Matter

Haraway (1991, 2016) rejects fixed boundaries between human and animal, culture
and nature, organic and technological. Her emblem is the cyborg. Unlike pessimistic
readings of boundary-breaking, the Shahnameh's hybrid figures are tangible, lovable,
and trustworthy. Zal has human form but white hair, is raised by a bird, speaks her
language, and carries a feather that is neither talisman nor tool. The Simorgh speaks
Persian, makes moral arguments, performs surgery, and grieves—neither animal,
god, nor human, but a hybrid of animal, healer, mother, and divine agent. Rostam and
Rakhsh are so fused they form a single combat unit; neither can be imagined without
the other. Rakhsh understands human speech, fights alongside Rostam, and dies of
grief. Deleuze and Guattari's becoming-animal applies fully: Rostam's identity is
incomplete without Rakhsh; when the horse is stolen, Rostam is helpless; when
Rakhsh dies, the epic collapses toward tragedy. This evokes Haraway's companion
species. In Qajar coffechouse painting, Qollar Aghasi's depiction of Sohrab's death
shows simultaneous human and animal grief—Rakhsh enraged, Samand head-
lowered—continuing a Persian tradition of human-animal dialogue for moral
instruction.

3. Non-human Individuality and Becoming-Animal

Non-human individuality (Kohn, 2013; Wolfe, 2010) holds that intentionality, social
life, and moral standing are not monopolized by humans; many indigenous and
premodern ontologies recognize animals, forests, and landscapes as persons.
Becoming-animal (Deleuze and Guattari, 1987) places a human at adjacency with an
animal through shared affects and territories—a transformation of configuration and
personality. While Western posthumanism is indebted to its own indigenous
ontologies, the Shahnameh offers a textual archive of non-human individuality
grounded in a literate, royal, Islamic context with a different genealogy—Avestan
thought, plateau myths, and post-Islamic history—placing Iranian posthumanism in
harmony with the monotheistic worldview. The Simorgh is the clearest instance: she
possesses language, moral agency, emotional depth, and social bonds; she is not a
symbol of maternal love, and Western allegorical reductions misunderstand the text.
Ferdowsi treats her as a winged individual. Becoming-animal is evident in Zal's
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elite cultural heritages—the Shahnameh being a clear instance—are strategies of
affective empowerment and its location. The Shahnameh gives Iranians a shared
emotional geography.

Extending these formulations to emotions evoked by epic texts, mythological
heroes (Rostam, Arash, the Simorgh) are invoked during national traumas as affective
infrastructures serving cohesion and consolation. These characters possess "non-
human individualities," not merely imaginary beings or metaphors. The Simorgh is a
pure other, an ideal with which humans across generations communicate. Attributing
non-human individuality to mythological characters extends narrative logic into a
posthuman space where humans and narratives co-evolve. Stories are not passive; in
unison with Caracciolo (2021), they form part of our embodiment. Humans
physically inhabit stories. The appeal of oral narration by traditional narrators derived
partly from the metrical, rhythmic forms of the Shahnameh and the deep penetration
of narratives into bodies and souls.

METHODOLOGY

The method is predominantly textual analysis based on close reading—meticulous
analysis of text parts, examining "the relationship between the internal functions of
discourse" to discover what shapes a text's persuasive power (Allen, 2017). Focus is
on themes consistent with posthumanist ontology: human-animal bonds,
metamorphoses, hybridizations. Selected stories and characters (Zal and the Simorgh;
Attar's Conference of the Birds) are analyzed. Findings from related research are
reviewed for validity. Other important themes—material agency, temporality,
environmental bonds, trans-embodiment—are referred to implicitly due to word
limitations. Another consideration is the extension of selected stories to
contemporary experience, specifically the recent war. Given sample limitations,
analyses should be interpreted with caution.

FINDINGS
1. Distributed Agency: Simorgh's Feather

Distributed agency (Latour, 2005; Bennett, 2010) rejects a single intentional human
subject as the origin of action; agency circulates through networks of human and non-
human actors. Unlike Western theory, focused on science and new ontology,
the Shahnameh shows ancient distributed agency as ordinary and narrative—the
stories themselves act. In Zal's story, Sam abandons his albino son; the Simorgh
nurses and raises him, later giving him a feather to summon her. When Rudabeh's
childbirth becomes difficult, Zal burns the feather; the Simorgh appears, teaches a
primitive cesarean, and heals the wound with her wing. Agency is distributed among
the feather (a non-human object with summoning power), fire (elemental actor), the
Simorgh's knowledge and wing, Zal's decision (conditioned by avian upbringing),



discuss four constructs (distributed agency, relationality, non-human individuality,
becoming-animal/assemblage) as components of Iranians' affective infrastructure,
then use close readings of Shahnameh stories and Attar's Conference of the Birds to
show instances and implications. The final section critiques the posthumanist
tradition and its applications in Iranian cultural studies.

The posthumanist tradition is closely linked to actor-network theory (Latour,
2005; Callon and Law, 1995), which treats humans and non-humans symmetrically,
without eliminating either's agency (Sharifzadeh, 1397, p. 13). Heterogeneous
networks traverse society, nature, and technology. Accordingly, the Shahnameh is
not merely a literary work of symbolic importance but a network of non-human
actors—narrators, listeners, the text, digital pages, poetic meters—that co-create this
heritage without privileging human intentionality. The humanist reduction of
the Shahnameh to individual and collective narratives is reductive. To understand the
efficacy of its material forms (paper book, digital performances, statues, wall
paintings), Bennett's (2010) vibrant matter is inspiring: these objects become
influential material forces during war and catastrophe.

Assemblage theory (Deleuze and Guattari; DeLanda, 2006) provides another key
concept. All assemblages are singular, historical, and unique (DeLanda, 2006, p. 6).
DeLanda's (2016) flat materialist ontology examines the role of non-material actors
on human collectives; the only unifying element is a common task, symbiosis, or
convergence (2016, p 1). An assemblage encompasses social and non-social entities
from individual, natural, and mythological levels and is not static (ibid., pp. 19-22).
In the Shahnameh assemblage we can distinguish materiality (books, paintings,
videos), expressive role (Ferdowsi's descriptions), territorializing aspect (plot and
events sustaining identity), deterritorializing aspect (invasions, defeats, deaths,
traumas), and discursive aspect (preserving myths for national cohesion or neglecting
them). The Shahnameh is not a fixed text but a multiplicity entering temporary
alliances with other assemblages (state, family, battlefield).

To analyze affective infrastructures, I draw on recent affect theories. Sara
Ahmed's (2014) cultural economy of affect is a posthumanist reading: emotions
acquire materiality and circulate between bodies as objects. Brian Massumi's
autonomy of affect views affects as pre-individual, non-human categories. The pre-
individual aspects, materiality, and persistent circulation of affects justify
conceptualizing them as "infrastructure" (Berlant, 2016; Star, 1999). Star considers
relationality and ecologicality as key characteristics; infrastructures carry meanings
for different groups and are essential to our activities (Star, 1999, p. 377). Grossberg's
(1988) "economy of affect" shows how affective investments internalize ideologies
and how power structures exploit emotional energies; affect "forms part of the power
relations involved in governing people's behavior" (Star, 1999, p 282). Popular and
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INTRODUCTION

The posthumanist turn offers cultural studies powerful conceptual tools. Agency is
not monopolized by humans; non-humans and nature participate in it. Distributed
agency de-centers human subjectivity; relationality dissolves nature/culture
dualisms; non-human individuality recognizes the agency of animals, objects, and
environments. Posthumanism is an experience both before and after humanism:
human evolution has always intersected with environments and tools, and, as Wolfe
(2010, XV) notes, it marks a historical moment when the de-centering of the human
and its entanglement in technological, informational, and economic networks can no
longer be ignored.

Yet posthumanist conceptualizations are invariably introduced through Western
theoretical traditions, while premodern non-Western literature is treated as raw data
or mere case study. Critiquing this Eurocentrism, I read the Shahnameh as a
premodern form of posthumanist thought. Ferdowsi's epic (11th century CE) and, to
a degree, Attar's Simorgh narrative (12th century CE) provide clear instances of
radical deconstruction of humanist subjectivity. Reading the Simorgh, Zal, Rostam,
and Attar's thirty birds (Simorgh) along the lines of Haraway, Latour, and Deleuze, I
anticipate a method I call "posthumanism before humanism." Its postcolonial
implication is the localization of the posthuman turn.

Mythological non-humans in the Shahnameh have shaped affective structures in
contemporary Iran, especially during war. Conventional humanist studies treat
emotions as psychological experiences of human individuals or populations, leaving
no place for mythological non-humans in organizing, directing, or sustaining
emotions. The humanist paradigm also assumes the human narrator alone constructs
and owns emotional narratives, ignoring the larger historical, cultural, ecological, and
trans-individual field in which the narrator already operates. In a posthumanist
reading, narrative belongs not to the individual but to the collective and to a long
historical heritage—a reserve of emotional capital and resilience.

In the recent war, these mythological figures repeatedly inspired and regulated
Iranians' emotions, offering resilience, hope, and cohesion. The Shahnameh's wars
aim at defending the homeland, repelling evil, and rejecting foreigners, all grounded
in moral and rational logic. Patriotism, anti-evil, anti-greed, vengeance, and defense
of religion and justice constitute the philosophy of Iran's wars (Homayi et al., 1403,
p. 225). Despite this richness, cultural studies has attended to the Shahnameh's
emotional themes mainly symbolically—reading the Simorgh as a mere metaphor for
hope or unity—neglecting their acting, infrastructural role in Iranians' daily lives.

The central question is: what posthumanist constructs can be recognized in
the Shahnameh, and how do its mythological non-humans, as affective infrastructure,
shape patterns and frameworks for Iranians' sensory experience and resilience? I
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