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CONCLUSION

It can be said that the negative impact of variables of hope and social happiness, and
the assessment of the future situation indicate the weak performance of
governmental institutions. In other words, different social groups have not been
successful to achieve their goals and meet their needs. At the macro level, the Push-
Pull theory refers to structural factors that encourage people to leave their residence
and as a result lead to an increased desire for international migration. Therefore, it
is suggested that by improving the performance of governmental institutions and
eliminating structural issues such as unemployment and economic corruption, the
level of satisfaction and social hope could be strengthened in order to reduce
tendency among the people to migrate abroad.

NOVELTY

Paying attention to the importance of monitoring and continuous study of social
and economic changes affecting the migration tendency reveals the value of the
present study. Therefore, in order to conduct original research, we used the data of
the National Social Capital Survey, which was conducted in 2018 with a sample of
17078 people. In the process, the impact of demographic variables and contexts
affecting the migration tendency were identified.

The results can help improve social policies. We observed that the tendency to
emigrate is higher among people with university degrees. Therefore, it is necessary
for policy makers and planners to pay special attention to scientific elite, especially
in providing educational and research facilities and job opportunities. In this
regard, by planning and formulating return policies and rotation of immigrants and
communication with Iranians abroad, it is possible to provide the ground for their
return and use their expertise in the country.



hope and social vitality with the level of desire to emigrate indicated a negative and
significant relationship. In contrast, the tendency to emigrate for people with high
social satisfaction was 40%. 42 percent with low social hopes and enthusiasm tended
to emigrate. In contrast, the tendency to emigrate was 38% among the people with
high social hope and vitality. The feeling of social security also had a negative and
significant relationship with such tendency. Also, the relationship between the
assessment of future situation and the tendency to emigrate had a negative and
significant relationship.

Table 1. Respondents’ tendency to emigrate in terms of variables related to structural factors and
conditions, 2018

Tendency to Emigrate (%)

Variable Sample
No Yes
Low 56.6 434 4217
Medium 57.9 42.1 9707
Social satisfaction
High 59.5 40.5 3154
Statistical test X?=6.368 sig=0.041 17078
Low 57.7 42.3 6274
Medium 56 44 6931
Hope and social vitality
High 61.7 38.3 3873
Statistical test X?=33.689 sig=0.001 17078
Low 56.8 43.2 10008
Medium 59.5 40.5 4166
Feeling of social security
High 59.3 40.7 2904
Statistical test X?=11.409 sig=0.003 17078
It gets worse 57.1 42.9 12606
Does not change 58.8 41.2 2320
Assessment of the future
It gets better 61.1 38.9 2152
Statistical test X’=12.831 sig=0.002 17078

Also, the results of bivariate analysis of the relationship between structural
factors (social satisfaction, social hope and happiness, the sense of social security
and assessment of the future) showed that all these had a negative and significant
relationship with the tendency to emigrate. Finally, based on the results of
multivariate analysis (logistic regression), by controlling demographic and
contextual variables, only the level of social hope and happiness and assessment of
the future, found to have a significant effect on the tendency to migrate.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, international migration is one of the most important factors affecting
population dynamics worldwide. According to Jorgen Carling (2002, 5), as much as
we talk about the "age of immigration” in today's world, we can talk about the
“involuntary immobility ". Migration is a socio-economic and maybe political reaction
to achieve better life, and in particular, is a reaction with regard to their condition.
Despite seeing migrant flows from neighboring countries (especially Afghanistan),
Iran too sends many migrants to other countries and is in the category of migrant
nations. In terms of key indicators of international migration, Iran ranked 54 and 23
among 232 countries sending and receiving migrants in 2020, respectively (World
Migration Report, 2020). In terms of students migrating to other countries, Iran
ranked 19 out of 241 countries in 2021. Regarding the index of potential migration
flows in the period 2015 to 2017, Iran was 87th among 152 countries.

PURPOSE

The aim of the present study is to identify the extent of Iranians’ tendency to
international migration and its influencing factors. In this regard, we tried to
answer the following questions: What is the tendency of international immigration
among Iranian people? How variables such as social satisfaction, hope and social
happiness, social security and assessment of the future effect the tendency for
international migration? How contextual and demographic variables effect the
tendency to international migration?

METHODOLOGY

The methodology is based on secondary analysis of micro-data of the National
Social Capital Survey in 2018. The sample size includes 17078 people aged 18 and
above living in 31 provinces, both urban and rural areas. Demographic
characteristics of respondents include: 50% of were female and 50% were male. The
average age of the respondents was almost 39 years. 72% of the respondents were
married, 22% were single and 6% without a spouse due to death or divorce. In terms
of education, about 6% of the respondents were illiterate and 35% had a university
education. Also 40% of the respondents were employed at the time of the survey. In
this study, independent variables included demographic and structural factors
whereas dependent variable was the tendency to international migration. The
tendency was measured through the question: Would you apply for international
migration if you could?

FINDINGS

Table 1 shows the tendency of respondents to emigrate in terms of variables related
to structural factors and conditions. According to the results, social satisfaction had
a negative and significant relationship with the tendency to emigrate. The level of
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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, international migration is one of the most important factors affecting population
dynamics and changes, which has also turned the attention of both researchers and
policymakers. Understanding factors that underlie the desire to migrate has an impact on
future migration tendencies and trends. The aim of the present study is to identify the extent
of Iranians' desire to go abroad and the impact of demographic-contextual and structural
factors on it. The methodology applied here is the secondary analysis of micro-data of the
National Social Capital Survey of 2018. The sample includes 17078 people aged 18 and above
living in 31 provinces of the country. According to the research findings, 42% of the
respondents are willing to emigrate and are considered as potential immigrants. The results
showed that people with a tendency to emigrate are often single, young (18 to 49 years old),
with university education, middle class and living in cities. Also, the results of bivariate
analysis of the relationship between structural factors (social satisfaction, social hope and
vitality, sense of social security and assessment of the future of the country) showed that all
these have a negative and significant connection with the tendency to emigrate abroad.
Finally, based on the results of multivariate analysis (logistic regression), by controlling
demographic and contextual variables, the level of social hope and vitality and the
assessment of future situation of the country, still have a significant effect on the tendency to
migrate.
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FINDINGS

The findings of the present paper indicate the important areas that our participant
mothers were concerned about, that is, raising and rearing of their children. These
concerns, together, reflect the wide- ranging and varied challenges and
responsibilities that are placed on the mother's shoulders. Findings showed the
tensions / concerns / challenges of parenting, low collaboration of men in parenting,
high and raising expectations of the child, the need for peaceful and loving in the
context of family relationships and so on. The lack of support for the mother at the
family and community level has caused the responsibility of raising children to be
placed on the mother alone and this increased the pressure on the mother's roles.
These findings are in accordance with the categories obtained from the research.
Therefore, the promotion of social and family support for the role of the mother in
the field of parenting, providing welfare and leisure facilities for the mother and
providing parenting education through educational institutions and cultural media
is emphasized by the results of the present study.

CONCLUSION

The present study, through a critical ethnographic approach, attempts to explore
some of the challenges of the mothers’ parenting role, especially in the intersection
between new emerging social changes and continuity of past cultural expectations.
However, social expectations of the mother's role are not limited to the child's
infancy or childhood. Rather, it usually extends over all life stages of children and is
not limited to adolescence and youth period, and sometimes even to the period after
children's marriage. Therefore, there is need that newer researches give deeper
attention to the challenges mothers experience in accordance with different
children’s age or stages of lives. It is also necessary for social policies to properly use
the wide-ranging religious, literary and cultural capacities existed in the Iranian
society to promote the role and dignity of the mother.

NOVELTY

Based on the results, the difficulties of the mother and her overwhelming concerns
about raising a child have multiplied in the face of rapid social and cultural changes
of the contemporary period. The present research explores some of these challenge
and concerns for mothers’ social role. However, the importance of mother's
position and her social role in Iranian culture still requires more and wider studies,
especially from the socio-cultural perspective.
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INTRODUCTION

In historical and culture contexts of the Iranian society, a male-breadwinner model
of family dominated in Iran, in which the responsibility of men was providing for
the family's livelihood and expenses through doing work outside the home, while
the main role of women was mostly housekeeping and raising children (Askari-
Nodoushan 2002; Aghajanian 2001). Based on this gender division of labor in the
family, the mother was expected to be responsible for parenting and taking care of
the children often due to the stability of her activities at home and having more time
and opportunity (Rabbani et al., 2022). According to the ideology of motherhood
that exists in Iranian society, it is presented as a pleasant and enjoyable
responsibility for all women. However, real mothering is a complex,
multidimensional and challenging responsibility even for housewives, and it is
implemented and experienced in different ways by different women (Refatjah
2016). The focus of present research is on exploring this real experience of
mothering and its challenging responsibility.

PURPOSE

Mothers’ role in the socialization of children has received a great deal of attention
during recent decades. However, challenges, concerns and difficulties of mothers in
the social role of child-rearing and parenting have been less in the focus of social
and cultural researches in Iran. The aim of this paper is to examine these issues and
challenges.

METHODOLOGY

The research was conducted using the critical ethnographic method of Carspecken.
Critical ethnography is a qualitative approach to research that explicitly sets out to
critique hegemony, oppression, and asymmetrical power relations (Palmer &
Caldas, 2015). Critical ethnography begins with an ethical responsibility to address
processes of unfairness or injustice within a particular lived domain (Madison,
2005, 5). The methodology used in this research is based on the five recommended
stages for critical ethnography (or critical qualitative research) of Carspecken.
Therefore, we following practical guide as follow: 1- compiling the primary record,
2- preliminary reconstructive analysis, 3- dialogical data generation, 4- describing
system relations, 5- system relations as explanations of findings. The field for our
research was the Zarand, a city in Kerman province of Iran. Participants were 15
mothers who have children under two years of age which were selected purposefully
for the data collection. Data were collected based on in-depth interviews. The
sampling and data collection were carried out until reaching theoretical saturation,
i.e., not obtaining new information.
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ABSTRACT

Childbearing and child-rearing are the fruits of the couple's life together, but in the balance
of duties and responsibilities, the mother's burden is unequally heavier than the father.
Therefore, sufferings and difficulties of childbearing and parenting are mainly placed on the
mother” shoulders. Cultural contexts are an important and key element in defining the
extent and structure of mothers’ duties and responsibilities with regard to their children.
However, the challenges, concerns and difficulties of mothers in the field of child-rearing
and parenting have been less in the focus of social and cultural research. The aim of this
paper is to examine these issues and challenges. The research was conducted using the
critical qualitative method of Carspecken and the research data were collected based on in-
depth interviews with fifteen mothers who had children under the age of two. Findings
showed the tensions/concerns/challenges of parenting, low collaboration of men in
parenting, growing expectations of the child, the need for peaceful and loving in the context
of family relationships and so on. Based on the results, the difficulties of the mother and her
overwhelming concerns about raising a child have multiplied in the face of rapid social and
cultural changes of the contemporary period. Therefore, the promotion of social and family
support for the role of the mother in the field of parenting, providing welfare and leisure
facilities for the mother and providing parenting education through educational institutions
and cultural media is emphasized by the results of the present study.
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No. of Children Born No. of Ideal Children No. of Intended Children

Variables Class Risk Ratio Risk Ratio Risk Ratio
Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2
Age - - 1/060* - 1/006 - 1/012*
Feeling of Security 1/013* 1/011* 1/009* 1/010* 1/012* 1/013%
Deviati
eviation /Degree 1.029 0.637 0.161 0.150 0.181 0.153

of Freedom

Chi-square 14/961 471/406 3/428 189/529 5/862 38/883

D f
Omnibus Test egree o 1 8 1 8 1 8

freedom

Significance 0/000 0/000 0/064 0/011 0/015 0/000
CONCLUSION

The feeling of security is an effective factor in parenting and lack of childlessness,
one-child and two-child. Its significant effect on exit from two-child is a very
valuable finding and shows the importance of the effect of the feeling of security on
having children. Therefore, in the policy based on having more than two children,
one of the solutions is to increase the sense of security in economic, public, judicial
and political domains. In this regard, organizations with people’s participation and
their cooperation with the government can be effective by updating laws and
regulations, reducing discriminatory laws, speeding up court cases, and dealing with
economic and public corruptions.

NOVELTY

In this article, different dimensions of the feeling of security, which were mostly
neglected, were taken into account. Given socio-economic changes such as
increasing education and income and well as women's employment that societies
inevitably go through, this research finding will be very effective in policymaking. A
comparison of the desire for having children between men and women showed that
sense of security and the transition to another child and from one to two are
significantly higher among men than women. This finding shows that if men feel
security, they would want to have two or even more children.



FINDINGS

The research samples consisted of 1189 married men and women with the age
group of 19 to 62 years (average 37.73 years). The highest frequency in education
level was pre-university and diploma (35.4%), employed (6.60 %), and only 2.31 %
households had higher than average income. As we can see in the table below,
9.23% of the people lacked children, a significant (8.28%) had one-child, 8.33% with
two children while just 4% intended to remain childless.

Table 1. Distribution of the number born, ideal and intended children

No. of Children Born No. of Ideal Children ~ No. of Intended Children
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage

Childlessness 284 9.23 29 2.4 48 4

1 Child 342 8.28 199 16.7 298 25.1
2 Children 402 8.33 711 59.8 618 52
3 children 116 8.9 110 9.3 170 14.3
4 Children & more 45 9.3 140 11.8 55 4.7
Mean 1.41 2.13 1.91

The table below shows the results based on the regression model of the number
of born, ideal and intended children using predictive variables. Considering the
deviation statistic, the degree of freedom in the number of children born is closer to
one and the number of ideal and intended children is beyond one. Therefore, the
Poisson regression was used in the model of the number of children born whereas,
the negative binomial regression was applied in the number of ideal and intended
children. The results showed that the greater the feeling of security, the more in the
number of born, ideal and intended children.

Factors affecting the number of born, ideal and intended children using predictive variables

No. of Children Born No. of Ideal Children No. of Intended Children
Variables Class Risk Ratio Risk Ratio Risk Ratio
Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2

Width f;
1, . rom - 1/046 0/088* 1/404* 1/200 1/455*% 0/694
Origin
Gender (Ref,:
- - 0.667 * - 0.893 - 0.903
Female)
Primary and
1/579* - 1/220 - 1/316*
Education (Ref.: Middle
Universit High School
niversity) igh Schoo 1/427¢ - 1/075 - 1/213*
and Diploma
Lower than
Household - 1/413* - 1/222* - 1/333*
2250
Income (Ret. From 2250 to
Higher than 3750) 3750 - 1/243* - 1/077 - 1/171

Employment (Ref.: Employed) - - R
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, many countries around the world, including the developing ones,
have experienced fertility decline and today more than half of the world's
population lives in countries where fertility is below the replacement level (Pison
and Wilson, 2004). One of the explanations for low fertility is the feeling of security
that can be the basis for decision-making and action (Bayat, 2010). Parenting is a
long-term commitment and when an uncertain future is perceived, these
arrangements are postponed or ignored (Bernardi et al, 2008). Regarding the
impact of security on fertility, few studies have conducted in Iran, which are mainly
limited to economic security and job security, even though the feeling of security
has different dimensions which needs to be taken into account.

PURPOSE

The aim of the article is to investigate the effect of the feeling of security on
behavior, ideal and intention to have children in married women and men in
Tehran, the Iranian capital which has had low fertility for more than two decades
and is currently experiencing even lower. "Risk aversion" and " uncertainty
reduction” theories are more useful in investigating the effect of the feeling of
security on fertility. These two theories propose two opposing strategies that may be
used to deal with uncertainty, but what they have in common is uncertainty about
the future as negative things that people seek to avoid or reduce. The theory of "risk
aversion" derives from the theory of rational choice and the new economics of the
family (Becker, 1960) that, in deciding to have children, people calculate that the
benefits of having an additional child should be greater than the costs. According to
the "uncertainty reduction" theory (Friedman et al, 1994), even under high
uncertainty conditions, people still have children. According to the risk aversion as
a theoretical framework, there is a relationship between the feeling of security and
the number of children ever born, ideal and intended and to have another child.

METHODOLOGY

Data were extracted from the survey of married lifestyle and its determinants in
Tehran. The statistical population was married couples of Tehran. Based on design
effect of 2 and unresponsive adjustment coefficient of 0.25 and a possible drop in
households, 2000 samples were considered. The sampling method was multi-stage
clusters and samples were selected from 50 district of Tehran. Questionnaires with
high unanswered and unreliable ones, infertile people (21) and people with non-
reproductive age (526) were excluded and finally 1189 married men and women
were used in the analysis. Cronbach's alpha was applied to check face validity based
on expert judgment and the reliability of questionnaires.
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ABSTRACT

Due to persistence of fertility below the replacement level and the need to identify relevant
factors, this article focuses on the impact of security feeling on the number of children ever
born, ideal, intention, and intending to have another child. Using data from married lifestyle
survey, 1189 married men and women in Tehran, in which, the woman with less than 50
years old and fertile were selected in a multi-stage clustering sampling method and used in
the final analysis. The results showed that an average ideal children number in the
respondents was more than two children (2.13%), the intended children number 1.91%, the
number children ever born was less than the replacement level (1.41%) while 36.9% intended
to have another child. There was a significant relationship between the feeling of security and
the number of children ever born, ideal and intention. Logistic regression models have
shown a significant effect of the feeling of security on childlessness or having one and two
children. Policy suggestions in order to increase childbearing are based on a suitable context
to reduce risky situations and increase the feeling of security in various economic, public,
judicial and political domains, including job security and adequate income, political stability
and immunity from any offense.
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FINDINGS

According to the 16 studies which analyzed fertility desires and intentions,
education, foreign media, social participation, number of the children, marriage
age, internet, individualism and women’s employment attitude have had negative
impact on fertility desires and intentions. Furthermore, age, religiosity, income, job,
social protection, living location, number of siblings, and living quality have had
positive impacts. Along with these results, two factors have had the most effective
sizes named: individualism (-0/296) and number of the children (-0/224).
Furthermore, Iranian national TV and radio have had no meaningful relations with
fertility desires and intentions.

Childbearing intentions have been studied based on the findings of 10 researches
which indicated numerous factors related to it, namely: income and age difference
between couples, cultural capital and consumption, education, status, age, and virtual
social networks by negative relations. Eventually, the most effective sizes belong to
income (0/272), age (-/257), and age difference between couples (0/222).

Iranian childbearing behaviors are an important social fact, determining the
future events, such as: ageing of the population and some services which are of
utmost needs. But, as it has been found in this research, the number of unpublished
studies which could make P value to alpha are a lot, meaning that there are not
enough studies in Iran on fertility desires, intentions, and childbearing attitudes. As
a result, for having a better understanding of Iranian childbearing behaviors,
researchers should pay attention to this social fact more than ever.

CONCLUSION

Childbearing behaviors as a social fact are influenced by several factors having
medium effect sizes, not determining by one factor. Also, not having a meaningful
relation with demographic behaviors, national TV and radio have lost their past
effectiveness as the only trustful medium for Iranians. As a result, facing
demographic challenges, policymakers should pay attention to this changing society
by focusing on the multi-factor phenomenon and a comprehensive look to the
problems. Furthermore, there are numerous groups which are influenced by
different factors, such as status, cities, provinces and etc. could be analyzed by
future studies. So, Iran as a multi-cultural society needs to be analyzed by multi-
level methods, using new statistical software.

NOVELTY

Using the meta-analysis method for integrating the results of numerous studies over
the past two decades for determining the most important factors related to fertility
desires, intentions, and childbearing attitudes, is the novelty of this research.
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INTRODUCTION

Iran is experiencing a sub-replacement fertility rate in these years. Comparing these
statistics to 30 years ago, have shown us a great change in Iranian childbearing
behaviors (Abbasi Shavazi et al., 2009). There has been attempt to study this vital
change by researchers due to numerous challenges which individuals and society
could experience in the future, ageing of the population as a sample. These various
studies have recognized numerous factors affecting childbearing behaviors, which
could mislead scientists and policymakers (Keirandish et al., 2016, 3). These
scattered findings remind us having a comprehensive look for analyzing the causes
of it. A meta-analysis method can integrate these numerous factors and help
researchers and policymakers get a deep understanding of Iranian childbearing
behaviors (Khaniki & Khojir, 2019, 108).

PURPOSE

This research, using a comprehensive method, is analyzing the factors related to
fertility desires, intentions, and childbearing attitudes based on the findings of
independent studies conducted about the problems in Iran. As a result, our main
purpose is to recognize the most important factors related to fertility desires,
intentions, and childbearing attitudes, along with the differences which have been
shown according to their results in Iran in studies over the past two decades.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was conducted within the framework of a quantitative approach,
using the meta-analysis strategy. The statistical population included the studies on
fertility desires, intentions, and childbearing attitudes which were published on scientific
websites named: noormags.com, pdf.ir, sid.ir, irandoc.ir, magiran.ir, prozhe.com, and
jpaiassoc.ir. Using a purposive sampling criterion, 26 studies were chosen, 16 of which
were related to fertility desires, intentions, and 10 about childbearing attitudes. Also, for
analyzing the results, CMA3 software was used, which showed the results by effect size.
The following chart shows the process of choosing the studies.

[ Searching the keywords ]
[ 8396 articles ]
v
[ Deleting the 83500 articles ]4—[ Studying the topics and the abstracts ]
[ Studying the whole text ]
[ Deleting the 11 articles ]4—[ 26 articles have been chosen ]

Chartl. The process of choosing the studies
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ABSTRACT

This paper uses a meta-analysis to comparatively evaluate the factors related to fertility
attitudes, desires, and intentions in Iranian studies. The analysis is based on 26 studies, 16 of
which are about fertility desires and intentions, and 10 are about childbearing attitudes. The
results suggest that several factors have negative effect on fertility desires and intentions such
as: education; marriage age; number of children; social-economic participation;
individualism; attitude to employment; foreign media and the internet. Age; rural living;
income; religiosity; social protection; number of siblings; and life quality have positive effect
on fertility desires and intentions. Among these factors, individualism (-0/296) and number
of children (-0/224) have the most effect. The results also suggest that income and age
difference between spouses have positive effect on childbearing attitude, whereas, cultural
investment, education, social-economic status, age, and virtual networks have negative effect
on childbearing attitudes, in which income (0/272) and age (0/258) have the most effect.
Therefore, there are a lot of social factors which play important roles in determining
childbearing in Iran and therefore, social planners need to pay attention to them.
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NOVELTY

Most of the previous studies on marriage determinants have been mainly cross-
sectional studies. This study has a longitudinal approach. In addition, it evaluates
the effect of macro- and micro-level variables simultaneously using a multilevel
model which has not been used before.
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The younger cohorts in both sexes delay their marriage and marry at an older
age than the older cohorts. Similar results were obtained for periodic trends so that
the delay in marriage was evident in the last periods.

The multilevel models' results showed that the probability of marriage is higher
in men. This probability was 83.9% for males and 76.7% for females.

The models for men indicated that individual characteristics such as age, rural
residence, and employment increase the likelihood of marriage. On the other hand,
university education decreases the probability of marriage. At the cohort level, both
variables of education and welfare status had a significant effect on the probability
of marriage. Most of the periodic variables had a negative effect. In a way that
increases in urbanization, unemployment, and divorce rates reduce the likelihood of
marriage.

The multilevel model results of women revealed that living in rural areas,
employment and university education reduce the chance of getting married. Both
cohort variables (education and welfare) had a positive effect. Likewise, at the
period level, urbanization and unemployment will reduce the likelihood of women
getting married.

CONCLUSION

The existing differences between marriage determinants of men and women seem
to be due to two issues. First, the mass migration from rural areas (especially young
men) to find a job in cities has changed the gender balance in rural areas, leaving
women in a marriage crunch. The second issue arises from the traditional division
of labor in the Iranian family where a male breadwinner and men play the main role
in meeting the family needs. Therefore, unemployed men are less likely to get
married. On the other hand, marriage has completely different consequences for
females. After marriage, all household chores, such as raising children,
housekeeping, etc., are the duty of the wife. Given that women nowadays have
higher education levels and expect to enter the labor market after completing their
university education, marriage and household chores increase their opportunity
costs. Therefore, employed women if getting married will face double pressure and
thus, they are more likely to delay their marriage.

Accordingly, it seems that one of the most important issues for preventing a
decline in marriage rates is to change behaviors within the family. The traditional
division of labor of the family must change, and both sexes should believe that they
have to work together to meet family needs. The government should also expand
support programs for youth to reduce the material costs of marriage.
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INTRODUCTION

Marriage has a high social status in Iran and since it plays a key role with regard to
changes and stability in family, cohabitation and sexual behavior outside of
marriage are unacceptable legally and religiously. However, in many developing
countries, marriage patterns have changed over the past few decades, reflecting
developments that have taken place in these countries (Mensch et al., 2005). The
economic, social and political transformations during the last decades have also had
important consequences on marriage in Iran. The mean age at first marriage in
1986 was 23.2 years and 19.7 years for males and females respectively, reaching 26.8
and 23.5 in 2016 (Torabi & Mesgarzadeh, 2016). On the other hand, the permanent
celibacy has increased from 1.52% to 2.26% for men and from 0.84% to 3.73% for
women between 1986 and 2016 (Beladi Mosavi, 2017).

These changes have prompted researchers to explore the key determinants.
Marriage is influenced by social norms and expectations about the role of individuals
as spouses and parents. These norms, in turn, are influenced by globalization,
urbanization, and the expansion of education. Therefore, documenting these
behavioral patterns and understanding the potential consequences of these changes
are important for both individuals and policymakers.

PURPOSE

The change in demographic behaviors is wider among societies facing rapid socio-
economic and political transformations. Therefore, investigating trends over time is
necessary to determine the effects and better understand the changes in marriage
patterns. For this purpose, we analyzed the impact of cohort features, social changes
(such as education and urbanization) and macro-level factors (housing costs,
unemployment, inflation) with individual characteristics in different periods on
marriage probability during 1984-2019.

METHODOLOGY

This study is a secondary analysis of the Households Expenditure and Income
Survey data. The sample includes people aged 18-49 years and hence; information
obtained from 1914695 people were analyzed. Since one of the main goals was to
investigate cohort and periodic differences in marriage rates, the sample was
divided into eight birth cohorts and eight periods. For the advanced analysis, the
cross-classified hierarchical age-period-cohort technique was used.

FINDINGS

The findings show that there is a significant increase in the share of people with
tertiary education for both sexes over the past four decades. The percentage of men
and women with university education has increased by 6 and 12 folds, respectively.
The most important consequence of this change is delaying the marriage.
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ABSTRACT

Considering changes to the age structure of the population and macro-level socioeconomic
transformations that Iran has experienced, marriage trends between different periods and
generations are expected to go along with a change. This paper aims to examine periodic and
generational changes in marriage and the determinants of marriage probability over the last
four decades using the multilevel age-period-cohort method. For this purpose, the data from
the Households Income and Expenditure Survey were analyzed. The findings showed that in
both sexes, younger cohorts delay their marriage compared to the older ones and hence
marry at older ages. The percentage of married women in all cohorts is higher than men
until 35 years, but at older ages, there is an opposite tendency. Periodic trends confirm these
results. The age-period-cohort analysis reveals women marry earlier than men in all periods
and cohorts, but the marriage probability among them is less than men. Tertiary education
and employment are found to be crucial variables in reducing the probability of marriage in
different periods and cohorts but their impacts are varied in two sexes. The breadwinner
male model of the Iranian family i.e., employment has led to the increase in marriage
probability of men but at the same time decrease the women’s marriage probability. Given
the expansion of higher education and the prolongation of the education period, it is
expected that in case of lack of appropriate policies and programs for youth, the delay in
marriage with continue. In this way, planners need to take into account the changes that
have taken place at family and community levels over the past decades in their policies.
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developmental idealism, age and education of parents, which explained mate
selection styles. Also, based on the same model, seven variables that were most
related to developmental idealism were selected. These variables are, respectively,
the importance (based on regression coefficients) of religiosity (negatively), gender
attitudes, use of virtual space and the Internet, parents' education, individualism,
being a man (gender) and attitude to marriage, which explain the variable of
developmental idealism. In societies like Iran, which despite the fact that family
norms still have a relative stability and the institution of the family is considered
important, and at the same time the increasing education among young people, we
are witnessing a change in the attitude and intellectual and cultural context with
regard to marriage, individualistic lifestyle, and in the same way, an increase in their
expectation level of having free and romantic relationships instead of traditional
ones. Therefore, all these cases can be decisive and influential in young people's
attitude towards family formation and marriage.

NOVELTY

One of the important topics whose effect on attitudinal changes, especially in the
field of marriage and family, has received less attention is developmental idealism.
This research, while studying the state of developmental idealism among young
people, examines its relationship with the styles of spouse selection. In addition, this
article explains the attitude of youth of the traditional cultural context regarding
unconventional and informal emotional and sexual relationships.



that of boys. The average scale of their marriage style was almost equal. About
(70%) of the respondents were single, and accordingly, they had a higher score of
developmental idealism and the spouse selection style. 58.4% of the samples were
born in the city and 41.6% were born in villages. In this connection, it can be said
that those who born in the city were more idealistic than the villagers, and in the
same proportion, they tended to the modern style of choosing a wife. The age
distribution of the surveyed people was such that 23.4% of them were 18 to 20 years
old, 45.9% were between 20 to 25 years, 18.4% were between 25 to 30 years and
12.3% were over 30 years. In describing the score of the idealism scale and the style
of choosing a spouse of the age groups, with a minimal difference, they are all
similar, but those who are 30 years old and above are both more idealistic and
believed in the modern style of choosing a spouse.

The difference in the style of choosing a spouse according to the variables of
income, respondent's level of education and also parents shows that there was a
significant relationship between the variables of the respondent's level of education
(F=4.33, significance level: 0.05) and the father's level of education (F=3.56,
significance level: 0.01) and mother's education level (F=5.81, significance level:
0.00) and wife selection styles. There was no significant relationship between the
style of choosing a spouse and the amount of household income (F=0.045,
significance level: 0.95).

The variables entered into the multiple regression model shows a step-by-step
method for predicting spouse selection styles. Based on the results, according to the
value (F = 54.875), and the significance level: (0.00), the overall model was
significant. Among the independent variables, religiosity, developmental idealism,
age, gender attitudes and parents’ education have had a significant effect on spouse
selection styles, respectively. Based on the final path analysis model, age, religiosity
and parents’ education and gender attitudes have had direct influence on mate
selection styles. The variables of individualism, being a man, use of virtual space and
attitude towards marriage, are indirectly effective on the style of choosing a spouse.

CONCLUSION

The family and a significant part of the kinship system have undergone significant
changes in recent decades. Spouse selection styles (traditional, mixed and free) were
examined as dependent variable in this research. The results showed that there was
a significant relationship between the variables of religiosity, developmental
idealism, gender attitudes, and attitudes toward marriage with spouse selection
styles, and the variables of materialism, use of virtual space and the Internet, and
individualism did not have a significant relationship with spouse selection styles.
Based on the final model of the research, five variables were selected. These are, in
order of importance (based on regression coefficients), religiosity (negatively),
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INTRODUCTION

Over the past few decades, the family institution in Iran has undergone significant
changes due to the implementation of modernization programs. These changes
have posed major challenges to the traditional structure. Developmental idealism is
a cultural model or schema that helps understand the world better. Categorizing the
world and its elements provides a subjective evaluation of those elements and
methods for achieving what is defined as good (Thornton et al., 2012). The main
content of developmental idealism was summarized by Thornton in four
propositions. The first defines the modern society as a good and attainable with
wealth, prosperity and happiness. The second proposition is that the modern family
is good and achievable. The third proposition of developmental idealism is that the
modern family is both the cause and effect of modern society. The fourth
proposition is that people have the right to be free and equal and relationships
should be based on consent. These four statements refer to the basic values of
individualism, freedom and equality (Thornton, 2015).

PURPOSE

In this paper, based on the developmental idealism model and using information
collected from youth samples from the city of Yasuj, the spread and acceptance of
the model is investigated, especially in relation to different attitudinal dimensions
and styles of the selection of spouses.

METHODOLOGY

The approach taken into account for the data collection is a questionnaire-based
survey of youths in Yasuj city in 1400. In this survey, the statistical population
includes people aged 18 to 40 years. Validity and reliability of the questionnaire
were confirmed through face validity and Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The alpha
coefficient of all structural variables of the research was higher than (0.7), as well as
the alpha coefficient of the dependent variable (spouse selection styles) was reported
as 0.91. The validity of the construct was also verified using the confirmatory factor
analysis technique. The dependent variable mate selection styles and independent
variables including demographic variables (gender, age, place of birth, size of
household, marital status), socio-economic variables (level of education of the
individual and parents, family income, quality of the area of residence) and
explanatory variables. Others include materialism, religiosity, individualism, use of
virtual space and the Internet, gender attitudes, developmental idealism, and
attitudes toward marriage.

FINDINGS

The statistical analysis shows that 58.7% of the sample respondents were girls and
41.2% were boys. The mean scale of developmental idealism was 9 among girls and
8.9 among boys, which shows that the level of idealism among girls is higher than
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ABSTRACT

In recent decades, many values and social norms in Iran have undergone changes and
transformations in parallel with widespread changes around the world. The aim of this study
is to investigate the effect of developmental idealism beliefs on styles the spouse selection
among youths. The research method is based on a survey and the data collection tool is a
questionnaire. As a matter of fact, the data was collected through a survey of 608 young
people in Yasuj. Findings indicate that there is a significant relationship between the
variables of religiosity, developmental idealism, gender attitudes, and attitudes toward the
spouse selection. The variables of materialism, cyberspace and Internet use as well as
individualism did not have significant relationship with spouse selection styles. According to
the final research model, the five variables that were most related to the spouse selection
were in accordance with their importance i.e., religiosity, developmental idealism, age and
education of the parents. Based on the final model of path analysis, the variables of age,
religiosity of parents' education and gender attitudes have had a direct effect on spouse
selection styles. The variables of individualism being male, cyberspace use, and attitudes
toward marriage have indirectly influenced selection styles through developmental idealism.
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demographic issues as well as their recent
and future trends, the Islamic Republic of
Iran revised its population policies, which
were finally announced by the leader of the
Islamic Revolution on May 30, 2013. These
policies, compiled in 14 paragraphs, are
related to pivotal issues such as: Increasing
fertility above the succession level;
facilitating marriage and family formation;
empowering  working-age  population;
managing migration and domestic and
international movements; aging population
and using the capacity and capabilities
of the elderly; improving social health
and quality of life, etc. As such, general
population policies are one of the most
comprehensive existing policy documents
with a dynamic and systemic approach
to current and future challenges and
opportunities and that have been compiled
taken into account the country’s various
economic, socio-cultural, health and
environmental dimensions. However, the
success of policies and programs depends
on various factors such as, coherent and
sustainable budget and programs; stable
and coherent policy, improvement in socio-
economic situation, social acceptance, and
the support for population studies and
researches.

In this special quarterly, population
dimensions and issues in Iran in three
areas of marriage, fertility and immigration
have been investigated and researched
upon using an interdisciplinary approach
in the form of six scientific articles:
‘Spouse-choosing styles of young people
in the context of developmental idealism’;
‘Generational and seasonal changes in
marriage’; ‘Fertility tendencies and their
determinants’; “The sense of security and
childbearing intention’; ‘Mothers and the
upbringing of the generation with emphasis
on social concerns of mothers in relation to
parenting’; and, “The inclination to emigrate
from Iran.

In the end, I hope that this special issue
with the efforts of some faculty members,
demographic researchers and reviewers of
the articles as well as with the support of
the respected editor and members of the
editorial board, apart from industrious
efforts and follow-up by Ms. Mahnaz Shah-
Alizadeh, the executive director of the
quarterly, would be fruitful for researchers
and policy-makers.
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considered as an axis and center of
development and social changes. Almost all
aspects of our lives and the world around
us have been influenced by demographic
changes, which apart from having an effect
on social, economic, and environmental
sub-systems; have also been a source of
significant changes in these domains. In
the 20th century, Iran has gone through
numerous social transformations, in a way
that this century can be called an era of
social transformations. Our times at the
beginning and the end of the century are
much different, and population has been
one of the most important components
of this difference. The future, too, will
certainly be different, partly due to ongoing
demographic changes. In fact, demographic
changes and everything related to them
have all created the present that seems
alien compared to the past, and they are
creating a future that will be strange today.
Over the past half a century, the majority of
population was concentrated in rural areas
but today they mostly live in urban centers;
most of the population in the past was
illiterate but now they are mostly literate;
people lived in large families but now they
have smaller households, also over the past

few decades there were talks about the
population explosion, especially those of
youth, but today, the declining and aging
population are the issues of discussions.

Therefore, the only fixed point about
human populations is that they are never
static but are always dynamic and changing.
As such, one should have a vibrant view
on the population and adopt favorable
and dynamic policies and programs in
accordance with demographic changes
and foresight in order to take advantage
of opportunities and deal with challenges.
Nevertheless, population opportunities and
challenges are always evolvingand becoming
permanent. In other words, the nature and
type of demographic opportunities and
challenges are different over time. Hence,
the formulation of population policies and
programs in any era requires determining
harmful and problem-creating aspects of
demographic trends on the one hand, and
the opportunities arising from them on
the other. Although all periods and stages
of the population transition necessitate
policy-making but those policies probably
may not be as sensitive, necessary
and effective as in recent years. In this
regard, taking into account the emerging
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