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2. Externalization

3. Objectivation
4. Legitimist

5. Socialization
6. Baran

7. Spector

8. Kitsuse



s S b e (gl oS3l (ITO ATAA OB) W, w0 elaz>
o by e olerl filoe 5 SLBI Oler Lo kS ool ST e Jaul 5 LS« poloner]
it ozl (sbroilor lad SV pho ol g o 555 |8 Ve b 51 o
Sl s ams o @l b ol elems] Jlae 0150 ol & Toblutes] &S
053 5 5 5SS a b LagT (FA =Y0 VAN F 5D wslu o T sliam b prrblos
pyes oS 555 bl n 1) U p 2ty Lls ame a5 5las O3 s ED
AYAA ) deS Lol s 4 delie |y LT 5 axdal I8 cdimenn Ll iS ol 03
(G EERASK A RIR IS0

(st o Pl Jlod )3 ol Scaluoy 5,504, F-Y

Moy b VAA Y ams 3 ¢ s ylamme s anlllas j3 o-lilansl> Jsade 5 S5 95 9
sboslasl e S1.(00 WAV 5l Yool I Spils 5 " elenl ol SESluy 15 S
3 (6 5l S ey piose 4 LS (Som  olai) ol Sl 58555 3 (S22
Oyl AR Mo 84T s 1841 N5 ) s s sy g S e
S e gl elaz] P (=250 ) 55 Okiadipil 51 (5 lomns Lol «(144¥
23 Emdbye 5 5pgh i iS andllas gl olSus pl 31 aS 5505 3505 (63b3 (53, 90 ladllas
(1880 GSle £194Y M7 ) S s el g 3lame IS b

1. Categorization
2. Claims- makers
3. Audience

4. Loseke

5. Burr
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8. Social constructionism
9. Critical realism
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11. Newby

12. Dickens
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14. Martell

15. Yearley
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1. Liberatore
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3. Harding

4. Crowfoot & Wondolleck
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1. MacNaughton & Martin
2. Brown

3. Broad umbrella

4. Potter

5. Burningham
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1. Beck

2. Kidner

3. Self-redefinition
4. Best
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1. Hilgartner & Bosk

2. Grounds

3. Warrants

4. Conclusions

5. Rhetoric of rectitude
6. Rhetoric of rationality
7. Archetype

8. Rafter
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1. Dunlap
2. Catton
3. Mulcahy
4. Ideal type
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1. Blowers
2. package
3. Tremendous roar (A27 roar)

Sl gl s ghandiils Dlalllae

Y
\QJLQ-:IC\?BJ}J
\\"Yb\‘wj
s




S poke 3 gl ts Anlas
A

bl g il (g5LesS
- —&LS/Q:’-L«‘Q

DS Sl 1o =SSl 0l a5 gl S 52 53 0T 0303 13 5 e
ol gladou 5 Laslin g, 55 (sl glaplesla ;81008 Jos rex
355 ame Sla S1SS 4 St 55 o gl 0T 5 815 oo S (501 IS b o
OV 01490 (Hsa) uxs sl

o) Sl 03208 uldie 53 Sledbl Lasl bawluy Sleas 5 calby 3l S
Pl S35 Ct bl asas ALSTaS U5l |y ol Cd b aasly ¢ wlul
OVE AFAA oM 5 Gl bl ey ¢ Jole) daas 513 30 o 1) e sdaes
51y OUT B dams 13 plilalesl [zl s slosdll glb s dlg oo e sladla,
sl 53 lea) o b Coonl L5 S o as LoT 51 (S sl o 03 1355 oy
5 oldals) W,8 e 3 olbes 3 S5 o Al o3 Olilulesl &8 ol ol omar
APV AV F o (Ggse

231y lesl Bul 35 pleds a5 o8 . g sl slales] al3lie ¥
el 3 o )l b g leal Cass e (gl cdins 13 sl IS 520
s sl abte g Jydne slaiwo s O pe g el Sl [ Lo b 4 &S
=8 ole Glate S ol (sl Ol LIS @ L8l as slales) ooy i
2l o slial b 3o (slaoy S (V40 VAAY O glals) 3ls Kiw Jsd
Cdgie 5 mlom G b () Bl daas o0 LS 1y 355 mose SN (oole as
S ek s lesl S LONWY A88Y () L5l o0 s 0
i sl 5 (55308 Dk sl Jlis 4 45 Sl Gl Jaus s pglts o) 26
ad> o il 53 LT Il S oo 58 owbonn it 31 LT (slos) Sl 51 liele!
0L AN e 28 4 (VAAT) Ty puSes calasly cpl 53 (Y 1440 ((LSG) Sl
Sl 355 Jlo e 56531 ol oS 3131 my S oo o)L R SN
(FANRR0 ) daas o olal [ols gaise S Canl 5l oo

1. Jasanoff
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3. policy entrepreneurs
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1. Jasper & Pulsen
2. Qiaoan

3. Symbolic contest
4. Lupton
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2. Brent Spar

3. Dryzak

4. windscale/ sellafield
5. Bob Hawke
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1. Australian conservation foundation
2. World wildlife fund
3. Global Environmental Facility
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1. Van Der Merwe
2. Choi
3.kimetal

4. Filtering

5. Screening

6. Signaling
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1. Baudrillard
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1. Implosion
2. Lyotard
3. Perspective
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1. Lincoln & Gubas
2. credibility
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1. transferability
2. dependability
3. confirmability
4. Thematic Analysis
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1. Litany

2. Systemic Cause

3. Discourse / Worldview
4. Myth / Metaphors
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"relativism,” "social determination of knowledge," or "denial of any determination in
the external world." The comparative theoretical and philosophical analysis of
international relations theories and the theory of constructive perceptions in Islamic
philosophy lays the ground for a nuanced understanding, suggesting avenues for
conceptual refinement in international relations theories without compromising
realism.

NOVELTY

The utilization of Allameh Tabatabai's theory in constructing international relations
theories reflects a notable openness that can be harnessed for the development of
Islamic theory within the humanities, drawing inspiration from the ideas and
concepts of religious thinkers.
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and propose alternative social world scenarios. Additionally, the study posits that
the imposition and control over the prevailing paradigm warrant critical reflection,
asserting that a specific constructive system and structure have either led to or made
possible such dominance. Contrary to prevailing trends in international relations,
these theories offer a nuanced understanding of the dynamics of change, thereby
opening avenues for perpetual debate and discussion on the emergence of
alternative paradigms. Based on this meta-theory and its assumptions, credentialist
theorists of international relations, emphasizing semanticism, believe that semantic
or normative structures are as important as material structures, and systems
consisting of common ideas, beliefs and values are also structural features and have
a great influence on social and political actions (Reus-Smit, 2005: 196).

Regardless of the philosophical use of validity and idealism in Platonic terms,
which, under certain conditions, accepts the possibility of obtaining direct and
indirect knowledge of external realities (Rockmore, 2007: 201), the other side of
validity during the same ancient Greek era is reflected in a proverbial speech by
Protagoras that "man is the scale of everything".

The philosophical juxtaposition of the theory of constructive perceptions within
the precise realm of comparative philosophy, particularly in contrast with "real
perceptions,” reveals a meticulous delineation of antecedent and subsequent
perceptions and construct. Emphasizing the significance of the theory of
constructive perceptions in cognitive frameworks, the examination disentangles
itself from anti-realism (constructivist) tendencies. This investigation underscores
the theory's ability to retain its authentic meaning within cognitive theory while
simultaneously disavowing external constructive perceptions.

The findings are particularly noteworthy in the context of the recent attenuation
of philosophical and political realism, coupled with cognitive disquiet stemming
from the dichotomy between positivists and post-positivists in international
relations. Contemporary theorists, influenced by constructivism theories, seek to
introduce a social dimension to international politics, employing positivism and
accentuating existential dimensions of constructivism to diminish its cognitive
import. Although perceived as reductionist, the theory of constructive perceptions
aligns itself with non-realistic perspectives, challenging traditional beliefs in the
objective existence and determination of construction in the world. Crucially, the
theory distinguishes between real perceptions and construction, navigating the
realms of philosophy and metaphysics or realism and idealism. Consequently, this
comparative assessment, with a focus on the philosophical and social dimensions of
the "theory of constructive perceptions,” posits that, in Tabatabai's framework,
constructive perceptions lack independent existence beyond the mind, rendering
them incomparable based on established criteria in ancient philosophy.

CONCLUSION

This study underscores the potential for reconstructing constructivism theory in
international relations without necessarily subscribing to "anti-realism,"
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INTRODUCTION

Among the later theories of international relations, credentialist approaches due to
“structuralism” and their message about the metamaterial event and the influence
on the centrality of non-fashionable factors are the ultimate determinant of
phenomena in world cinema (Griffiths, 730). The construct theory within Islamic
philosophy and the constructivism evident in social sciences and international
relations epitomize contemporary theoretical formulations. Originating from
diverse foundations and exhibiting at times conflicting trajectories, these theories
hold distinct implications for the social and theoretical domains. Islamic
philosophy, specifically through "constructivism theory" contributes significantly to
contemporary philosophy, simultaneously bearing noteworthy repercussions for
global and societal spheres. Analogously, "social construct theories" within social
sciences share a parallel trajectory. Conversely, within late international relations
theories, constructivism, employing the lens of "constructivism," aligns with a post-
materialist approach, emphasizing the "centrality of non-material factors as the
ultimate determinants of manifestations in global politics" and manifesting affinities
with metaphysical constructs.

PURPOSE

This study aims to conduct a comprehensive content analysis and evaluation of a
prominent contemporary internationalist trend in juxtaposition with the theory of
constructivism ~ within Islamic philosophy, treating constructivism as a
philosophical concern of non-negligible import.

METHODOLOGY

Here, a comparative method is employed given the philosophical nature of this
inquiry falling within the ambit of the second type of knowledge. The study,
presenting each theory, delves into epistemological and ontological challenges
emanating from realism and constructivism - a pivotal philosophical issue bridging
disciplines. This approach not only facilitates an in-depth understanding of each
theory but also provides a foundational framework for contemplating the
reconstruction of the theory of constructivism in international relations.

FINDINGS

In fact, Allameh Tabatabai's approach is his innovative vision is drawn through the
credit system, which in turn is based on realism. In this sense, the interior of the
credit system is an objective natural system that is based on it (Tabatabai, 1987, 30).

This investigation reveals that notwithstanding their disparate origins and
foundations, both international relations theories and the theory of constructivism
within Islamic philosophy underscore the non-material and social dimensions of
global interactions. This accentuates the dynamic and continually evolving nature of
social life, emphasizing the responsibilities stemming from authenticity norm and
the establishment of a cognitive software system grounded in constructivism. The
insights derived from this perspective elucidate the inevitabilities within this field
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ABSTRACT

The theory of conventions (I'tibariat) in Islamic philosophy and constructivism theory in social
sciences and international relations are both considered to be modern and almost
contemporaneous in terms of new formation which, with different origins, natures and fate,
has distinct implications and functions in the epistemic and social spheres. This study explicates
the two theories and has, for the first time, regards the epistemological and ontological
problematic caused by the incompatibility of “realism and constructivism” in the orthodox
narratives of the theories in international relations -considered one of the most important
philosophical, non-constructivist and interdisciplinary issues- as an entry into contemplation
over the philosophical reconstruction of constructivism. In the course of exposition and
categorization of the old and new perceptions of the theory of conventions (I'tibariat), the study
contends that under an interactive approach, the two concepts could be compatible in a way
that its referent is not “relativism” and “social determination of knowledge” or “denial of any
subsistence or determination in the outer world”. Ultimately, the study moves away from both
“raw realism” and “pure constructivism” approaches, and takes into account a consequent
definition in the theory of constructivism that is not anti-realistic alhtough it “denies the
external equivalent of conventions”. At the same time, cognitivism would not lose its true
meaning either. The outcomes are considered more significant because in parallel with the
decline of philosophical and political realism in recent decades and the epistemological
confusion resulting from “the incommensurable bipolar epistemological views in international
relations, namely the positivist majority on the one hand and a remarkable minority of post-
positivists on the other”, the contemporary theorists of international relations have been guided
to constructivist theories that the “social theory of international politics” indicates its
conventional and social approach, during which and with efforts to reduce the epistemological
importance of constructivism, the proposed solution is to resort to positivism and ontological
aspects of constructivism.
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Unbalanced development of higher education in Iran and developing countries is
consistent on the other hand, due to the dominance of the product-oriented
discourse in the country and its emphasis on producing goods and the insignificant
role humanities have in this production, thus, most of the fields of humanities are
ignored in policies and decisions at the macro level. The drawn scenarios showed
that until the top-down engineering perspective in Iran is not removed and the
independence of the scientific community is not recognized, and more importantly,
while providing open intellectual and academic space, attention is not paid to the
local conditions and cultural background, the situation cannot improve. Therefore,
in order to draw and illustrate the employment status of humanities graduates, it is
suggested; To remove the product-oriented and instrumental views from the field of
humanities; because the maximum emphasis on income generation, welfare and
marketization and in a word the commercialization of this field causes the critical
and transformative side of humanities to be significantly neglected. Finally, it is
suggested that within the framework of the Islamic humanities discourse, attention
should be paid to the cultural and economic contexts of the country (while
honoring and maintaining the scientific independence of this field) in order to
improve the employment of humanities graduates, and also through creating a
suitable environment for knowledge-based business and setting up a knowledge-
based economy and, in a word, making this field practical.

NOVELTY

The point that distinguishes the current research from the previous ones is the use
of the future research method (causal layer analysis method) in order to draw a
comprehensive and deeper view of the issue of employment and the status of
graduates and scenarios to provide desirable information in this field for policy and
decision-making.
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FINDINGS

The research findings can be examined and analyzed in four causal stages i.e. litany,
systematic, world view/discourse and myths/metaphors. At the litany level, after
reviewing the interviews and going back and forth, themes and categories such as
"unemployment crisis in the humanities”, "inefficiency and incompetence of the
graduates of this field", "abandoned, marginalized and isolated humanities" were
created, which according to experts and professors, the main and systematic causes
of creating such themes are economic, social and cultural, political and
management issues. At discourse/worldview level, productivity discourse (capitalist
and instrumental view of humanities), postmodern discourse (interdisciplinary and
trans-disciplinary approach), Islamic humanities discourse (Islamization of
humanities), and problem-oriented discourse and practicality of science were taken
into account. At the metaphor/myth level, metaphorical expressions such as
"engineer boy" and "Balthazar engineer" have been used, which show that the view
of scientific societies in Iran has never been humanities. Also, the use of other
definitions such as advanced sciences (superior, minute and first-class sciences such
as engineering and experimental sciences) in contrast to backward sciences
(inferior, weak, second-class and inferior sciences such as humanities) shows the
lack of importance of this field and the status of employment compared to other
sciences. In fact, a comparison of humanities, experimental sciences and technical
engineering shows that humanities never had independent value and high weight.
Therefore, if the humanities and the employment status of the graduates of this field
are not given enough attention, in the long run, it can become the Achilles' heel and
Esfandiar's eye for national development.

CONCLUSION

The issue of employment, especially those graduated in humanities fields have
always been a concern and preoccupation of students and graduates. In the present
study, the causal layered analysis method was used to provide a deeper and more
comprehensive insight into the issue. According to humanities experts, one of the
most important social reasons for the inappropriate occupation of the humanities
field is the quantitative and indiscriminate growth of graduates and universities,
educational inflation, degree orientation, inattention. To the quality and needs of
society, the lack of coordination between university, labor market and industry, the
lack of private and cooperative firm to attract graduates, problems in estimating
labor market needs, market mechanism disorders, politicization of strategies and
big plans, inefficiency of managers and centralized, fixed and uniform training
programs. Therefore, a set of these factors and the lower competitive power of the
humanities compared to technical and experimental fields cause the humanities to
be in an unfavorable and marginal situation, which is in line with the theory.
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INTRODUCTION

Humanities and social sciences are disciplines that study human behavior and
interactions in various fields such as social, cultural, environmental, economic and
political fields (Bybee, 2010). In the last decade, the importance and usefulness of
humanities and social sciences have been increasingly confirmed (Overland and
Sovacool, 2020). Humanities, as strategic and basic sciences, play the most
important role in the process of national development in all dimensions in
advanced countries, and most of the jobs created in these countries, which are the
result of entrepreneurial thinking, come from people in this field (Hosseinpour,
2011, 47). In fact, the key role and position of humanities in the development,
evolution or transformation of human societies is undeniable (Qanbarlu, 2020,
176). Unfortunately, humanities are not given much value in Iran and a majority of
students and graduates in this field have a lower employment rate. For example,
according to the university graduate employment monitoring plan (2019), the most
employment is in technical fields (such as computer, electrical engineering,
accounting, agricultural and architecture engineering) and the least employment in
humanities fields (especially history, Qur’anic sciences, theology and sociology) and
basic sciences. Therefore, humanities and their graduates are either isolated or are
in a problematic state. Considering the importance of this field in the country’s
growth and development, the employability of its graduates is an issue that should
be the main focus of policymakers in the knowledge-based economy. In fact, based
on this topic and possible changes in the future, the current research can lead
analysts to appropriate direction to achieve desirable results, and with a new
definition of the problem and a futuristic perspective, suitable, scientific and
practical solutions would help improve this situation.

METHODOLOGY

The present research is qualitative based on an interpretive paradigm, aiming to
describe and interpret the employment status of graduates in humanities fields. It
seeks to provide an analysis of the current situation and transitional mechanisms to
reach the desired level. The data were collected through semi-structured interviews,
for which, questions were designed based on the interview protocol, literature
review, postal technique, and WIH5 questions. Further, the questions were designed
in a way to inquire about the employment status of humanities graduates over the
next 20 years. The research population consisted of professors and experts in
various humanities fields. The sampling method was purposive non-homogeneous
(non-homogeneity in field of study, gender, occupation, etc.), meaning that units of
research were purposefully selected for knowledge acquisition and data collection.
In this research, interviews reached the saturation level with 16 participants, but to
ensure further confidence, it continued until 20 participants. In the next phase,
thematic analysis and layer analysis methods were used to extract themes and delve
deeper. Finally, the research findings were discussed and examined.
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ABSTRACT

Humanities graduates have serious concerns about their employment status in the society. The
increase in graduates in this field, especially due to the growing number of higher educational
institutes in the country, requires policymakers to adopt more logical and practical measures to
deal with the problem. Using future research, the current paper aims to draw a picture of the
employment status of humanities graduates. The research method is qualitative, with the statistical
population being professors and experts in the field of humanities. There is purposeful sampling
method where the data collection tool was a semi-structured interview. After implementing the
interviews, its components were identified at the level of litany, social causes, discourse/worldview
and myth/metaphor. At the litany level, categories of "unemployment crisis’, "abandoned and
marginalized humanities", "inefficient/unskilled humanities" and "lack of independent identity"
were created. At the level of systematic causes, a set of cultural-social and economic factors are
marked as fundamental ones. At the level of discourse/worldview, product-oriented, post-
modern, Islamic humanities and problem-oriented discourses were used. At the level of
metaphor/myth, metaphorical interpretations of the boy of engineer, Professor Balthazar, the
Achilles heel of national development and advanced/regressive sciences were used. Finally, with a
literature review and referring to the interviews and going back and forth and asking the opinion
of experts and specialists, the two driving forces of an engineering-like and top-down view against
the provision of open intellectual and academic space and the policy of unifying sciences were
found. In contrast to the development of interdisciplinary studies approach, four scenarios were
identified and developed.
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managers, traditional management of some managers, autocracy of some managers,
instrumental use of religion by some people, feeling of injustice.

Action and behavior of people as the second central theme of the cause of
hypocritical behavior, including three main themes of not dealing with hypocritical
behavior, negation of individuality, historical contexts are coded in the form of 17
concepts.

Also, the third theme (external actors in education) includes 8 themes coded in
the form of 44 concepts: moral education, psychology education, civic action, the
principle of meritocracy, knowledge management, restoration of social capital,
human rights values, and grounding.

CONCLUSION

As seen in this research, the combination of "organizational structure” does not
significantly help solve the problem. Therefore, referring to sociologists, we
substitute the concept of "social structure “that enables us to provide a suitable
answer to the research question. Also, by referring to religious texts, we found that
religion itself is against hypocrisy, but its instrumental use will be the generator of
hypocrisy. On the other hand, it should be noted that any practical action needs to
be grounded. Hypocritical behavior is more than anything a sign of insecurity.
Failure to identify the sources of this sense of insecurity not only does not guide us
to development, but also threatens all achievements; hence, the result of this
fundamental research can be the familiarization with measures to create and
maintain achievements, advances and developments not only in the contemporary
period but in the future as well. According to what was observed, hypocritical
behavior is an educational matter. On the one hand, it is the result of unmodified
social relations and actions during the periods we called them social structure. On
the other hand, it contains knowledge of what the people of a society must have.

NOVELTY

In this research, keeping in mind the special characteristics of Iranian society, Dr.
Farastkhah's historical induction, that is, border activists, has been discussed as an
alternative. Under the dominance of Godden’s action-structure super theory, the
system is not a structure, but has structures that are produced and reproduced as a
result of the interaction of actors. To this credit, in the current situation, education
can be considered as a system where the capacities of borderline actors, the
correction of hypocritical behavior in it and subsequently facilitates and accelerates
it in the society.
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INTRODUCTION

Hypocrisy, when it becomes the dominant aspect of a society and impact a larger
section of it, should be considered a "social phenomenon" and in such case, both the
factors causing it to arise are social and so are their treatments. They are collective
in essence. However, due to the difficulty of recognizing the nature of hypocrisy,
humans are exposed to all kinds of errors, in a way that they even judge some
honest actions as hypocrites and some hypocritical behaviors as honest. Attributing
the linear and simple relationship of "cause and effect”" to "hypocrisy and individual"
is reductionist, especially in the existing social structures where people either show
hypocritical behavior or are not sensitive to it. In other words, out actions are
influenced by the structural features of societies we are raised and live with but we,
at the same time, reproduce and to some extent change those structural features in
our actions. Since education is considered one of the most important institutions in
the formation of social behavior and its modification, while analyzing and finding
the causes of hypocritical behavior bases on important sources, we asked: How
education in Iran could lead to the production and reproduction of hypocrisy in
society? And, what are the alternative mechanisms to correct them?

PURPOSE

The current research aims to investigate the causes of hypocritical behavior and
provide a model to rectify it by focusing on the function of external actors in
education. This research has been conducted by taking into account a critical
paradigm and qualitative approach. The questions of this paper are: 1) What are the
causes of the epidemic of hypocritical behavior in the contemporary Iranian
society? 2) What should the educational institution do to correct this behavior?

METHODOLOGY

Since management functions with the help of others, the lived experience and
know-how of experts in various fields of human sciences, including psychology and
sociology, philosophy, history, jurisprudence and religious sciences, language and
literature, and ethics were used in the course of this study. The data was transcribed,
and using the thematic analysis, sampling and coding continued until the
theoretical sufficiency (saturation) was reached.

FINDINGS

The main themes are presented in the three i.e. the (existing) social structure, the
people of the society (the level of people's readiness) for the causes related to
hypocritical behavior, and finally, the external actors (and the immediate needs of
the society) in the section on the corrective model of hypocritical behavior. The first
central theme (social structure) includes six main themes coded in the form of 33
concepts, namely: organizational monopoly, authoritarian thinking of some
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ABSTRACT

The duality of agency-structure regarding collective hypocritical behavior among Iranians has long been
the subject of debate and controversy. In the meantime, some agency and others have considered the
existing structure in the society as the main cause of this misbehavior. The current research aims to
deeply investigate the causes of hypocritical behavior and provide a model to rectify it by focusing on the
institution of education. The approach of qualitative and interdisciplinary research has been using data
from sociology, psychology, law, literature, political science, international relations, etc. Data coding
continued until theoretical saturation using the theme analysis method. The main categories are
identified in the section on the cause of hypocritical behavior under the domination of the Giddens
structure-action meta-theory. This theory considers the social norm as the result of agency-structure
action. Doing so, oversimplification of hypocritical behavior, the negation of individuality, and historical
determinism for the category of agency and state (organizational) monopoly, authoritarianism, the use
of religion as a tool, and the autocracy of some managers, placing tradition against modernity and a
sense of social despair against existing injustices emerged for the category of structure. Based on the
requirements and limitations of the education proposal, meanwhile observing the theory of boundary
actors, the categories of implementing the principle of meritocracy, and allocating competent resources,
inserting the courses of moral philosophy and human rights in the curriculum, creating space for expert
psychologists, trying to restore social capital, using every opportunity to create the context of modernity,
implementing knowledge management, and consensus building in carrying out efficient civil action was
also emerged as alternatives.
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CONCLUSION

The meaning-based conservation approach, which acts as a key factor in preserving
historical places calls for interdisciplinary research and understanding of semantic
elements. The protection of these sites can be achieved through appropriate actions.
Furthermore, this can be facilitated through a collaborative process that leverages
social capital, considering its interdisciplinary nature. Firstly, this calls for a change
in the common perspective on conserving (historical places), with a particular
emphasis on the elements of meaning and cultural-based conservation, and the use
of interdisciplinary approaches that are based on the idea of relational and network
ontology. In this respect, a practical communication context should be provided,
and in fact, this article emphasizes the need to provide a place-based
communication context. This means that a multitude of communication
capabilities are intrinsically present within the historical-cultural sites themselves.
These capabilities become more apparent, especially within the context of urban
neighborhoods. Social values, such as a sense of belonging and commitment, a sense
of cooperation, and a sense of making a difference regarding places have a greater
chance to emerge, and they can consequently develop place-based social capital. To
accomplish this, it is essential to strengthen the network of shared environmental
meanings, which is grounded in the cognitive aspect of social capital. This paper
emphasizes four types of environmental meanings which are: emotional, cultural,
social, and functional. Moreover, this paper proposes an empowerment framework
where augmented social values, reinforce communication context through a cyclical
process, making it more dynamic. It can be said that the importance of a historical
place can be attributed to its unique identity and values. Therefore, improving
place-based communication contexts is a must if social capital is to be leveraged for
meaning-based conservation of historical-cultural places.

NOVELTY

This article sheds light on how to utilize social capital in a meaning-based
conservation of architectural heritage. The article is not only about architecture,
urban planning, and building restoration but is also related to social sciences.
Moreover, it proposes a framework to empower local communities to protect
historical-cultural places, and specifically focuses on the cognitive aspect of social
capital, which is based on enhancing of the network of shared environmental
meanings. The article also highlights the use of hidden communication capacities in
historical-cultural places and proposes place-based communication context and
social capital which can be regarded as two innovative aspects.
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spirit of collaboration towards its protection. Taking part in any functional rules of
a place can foster a sense of belonging and trust and it can also cause individuals to
come to play to protect historical-cultural places.

Considering the previously mentioned factors, a framework can be proposed
that can empower and implement social capital for conservation. Additionally, such
a framework will be based on enhancing the network of shared environmental
meanings, which is a key aspect of the cognitive dimension of social capital (Fig. 1)

—

Empowerment

Preserving the sensory
experiences and chains of
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Fig 1. A framework to empower the local community to participate in the
conservation of historical-cultural places



METHODOLOGY

This research was done using a descriptive-analytical approach based on library and
documentary sources and involves a thorough examination of the viewpoints and
perspectives of urban and social thinkers, as well as researchers in the fields of
cultural heritage and social capital. Given the multifaceted and interdisciplinary
nature of social capital, particularly its cognitive aspect, the focus was on common
meanings, as well as, closer ties between place and its meaning. Recognizing the
strong link between place and meaning, a framework was proposed to strengthen
the place-based communication context, which in turn facilitated the development
and direction of social capital for protective purposes.

FINDINGS

Social capital, an intangible yet crucial part of our environment, can be utilized to
meet meaning-based conservation and enhance the place-based communication
context. By emphasizing the cognitive aspect of social capital, particularly shared
meanings (Nahapiet & Ghoshal, 1998), and identifying meanings stem from the
environment, we can create a strong foundation for empowering social structures.

The significance of a place is instrumental in fostering, maintaining, and
enhancing social relationships. As such, a place with historical and cultural value
can be a key factor in shaping social capital. So much so that if the collection of
meanings, values, and unique characteristics of a place play a central role in the
birth, growth, or enhancement of social capital, then this capital can be seen as
being location-dependent or reflecting the traits of the place. In this scenario, it can
be termed as "place-based social capital". The role of a place is vital in nurturing
social capital and it goes beyond its neutral status and uses its potential to
strengthen and enrich social structures within historical contexts.

Typically, place-based social capital is tied to socio-cultural attributes and
interpretations/meanings of a place. These aspects manifest in harmony with the
collective objectives concerning the sustainability of the place, as well as the
maintenance and enhancement of its quality. Heritage sites, acting as shared
cultural resources, represent common values and meanings and can be divided into
four distinct types: emotional, cultural, social, and functional. The emotional and
cultural meaning of a place can cultivate a sense of belonging and social
commitment among individuals and groups, which are two key elements that
contribute to the development of social capital. On the one hand, a sense of
belonging and commitment to a place can drive actions and protective strategies
that support its sustainability. On the other, the collective social and functional
objectives and meanings of a place can encourage a sense of collaboration,
involvement, and trust, along with a perception of social influence. For instance, the
reputation of a historical place and its significance to a community can boost the
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INTRODUCTION

A major challenge in Iran, a country renowned for its rich cultural and historical
heritage, is the escalating damage to its historical buildings and structures during
the developmental process. The discord between the aims of development and
conservation, coupled with rapid interventions in historical-cultural contexts,
intensifies this issue. The conservation strategy, which is purely physical, one-
dimensional, and mono-disciplinary, fails to consider the intangible and meaningful
facets of the environment, such as its social, cultural, economic, and functional
dimensions. This consequently leads to the environment losing its significance over
time, creating a barrier to connecting with the culture of the past. Much of the
difficulty in urban development and the inefficiency in conservation can be traced
back to the exclusion of the main actors and beneficiaries from making any
decisions regarding historical-cultural places. Given that people are the
fundamental components that form the identity and significance of historical-
cultural buildings and contexts, their involvement is crucial in bridging the gap
between a positive perception, a sense of belonging, and conservation initiatives.
Therefore, a holistic and effective conservation approach that takes into account
both the physical and semantic aspects necessitates a focus on interdisciplinary
methods, the strategic use and direction of social capital. Social capital fosters
collective action and collaboration among individuals. By enhancing the sense of
respect for each other’s rights, it mitigates self-serving behaviors that could be
detrimental to society. Therefore, it is an essential resource for maintaining societal
health, enhancing the abilities of civil society, and fostering a culture of citizenship
(Heidarkhani, 2018, 74-75). Actually, social capital acts as an instrument to boost
urban sustainability. Therefore, the higher the levels of social capital among the
beneficiaries, the more it will enhance role-playing, increase people’s influence and
responsibility, and foster a sense of commitment. Conversely, low social capital can
lead to instability in various socio-cultural aspects (Khosh far, et al., 2013, 31).
Therefore, social capital can play an important part in the meaning and quality-
based conservation of historical-cultural buildings and contexts, and consequently
protect culture and national identity.

PURPOSE

This study aims to provide mechanisms to leverage people’s abilities and boost
social capital in conservation management procedures. This article tries to answer
the following question: How can be social capital activated in the meaning-based
conservation of historical places? In response to this, an attempt has been made to
provide a framework to revitalize and enhance the culture of conservation by
empowering social structures and utilizing social capital.
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ABSTRACT

Historical-cultural places carry a significance that extends beyond their physical attributes; they
embody social relationships and values that are important in defining their meaning.
Considering this, they require conservation alongside attention to interdisciplinary approaches.
Meanwhile, a major obstacle to meaning-based conservation is the communication gap and the
conflict of interest among various beneficiaries, indicating a lack of social capital regarding
conservation. This article aims to shed light on the process of utilizing social capital as an
interdisciplinary phenomenon that can effectively preserve historical and cultural places. The
study was done using a descriptive-analytical approach based on library and documentary
sources. The findings reveal that the untapped communicative potential of historical and
cultural places can be utilized to enhance social structures and reinforce social capital for the
purpose of conservation. This method is achievable in urban neighborhoods and when
interdisciplinary techniques are applied. In line with the proposed framework, improving the
cognitive component of social capital and the network of shared environmental meanings,
which includes emotional, cultural, social, and functional categories, result in the development
and progression of social values. These include a sense of belonging, commitment, cooperation,
and influence, all of which have the potential to stimulate social capital for conservation and
cyclically enhance the place-based communication context. In this respect, actions such as
promoting cultural awareness, preserving the sensory appeal and memorable aspects of the
environment, upholding traditions, enhancing the quality of spaces for social interaction, and
supporting local businesses are compulsory.
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eventually reduce the government to a bureaucracy that sought to dominate
society's affairs by establishing different kinds of institutions and departments. In
other words, the Iranian state was a centralistic and authoritarian despite the fact
that the nature of NGOs does not fit well with authoritarianism and the institutional
model of policy making. It should also be noted that NGOs claim to have a close
relationship with the mass of people, while centralistic governments are mainly
elitist and focuse on administrative organization. In addition, we should pay
attention to the fact that the issue of NGOs is development. Development also
implies the meaning of pluralism, freedom, recognition of the rights of marginalized
groups along with economic progress and material growth. Development is one of
the causes of change in societies, and NGOs often represent the changes that are
taking place in society, while governments like the Iranian mainly seek to maintain
the status quo and do not pay attention to these matters.

CONCLUSION

The tendency to centralism and authoritarianism in the Iranian government lead to
the adoption of laws and regulations that, while limiting the scope of activities and
actions of NGOs in order to prepare the ground for governmental interference in
NGOs' affairs and deprive them of their independence. This intensifies the
weakness of these institutions, their efficiency and lack of motivation on the one
hand, and their inability to communicate effectively with the people on the other.

NOVELTY

Although many researches have been carried out about environmental NGOs, no
attention has been paid to the historical process of establishing of environmental
NGOs in Iran and the way the government has interacted with them over time. The
innovation of this research is in the historical view of the establishing conditions of
these organizations and the process that caused the ineffectivness of environmental
NGOs over several decades. This research shows how environmental NGOs were
estabished historically and how the government tried to recognize them and to limit
them by enacting laws and regulations, during the history of their development.
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INTRODUCTION

Various researches conducted since the beginning of the 21st century about Iranian
NGOs show a small contribution of these organizations in increasing the
environmental knowledge, attitude and skills of people in the society. Based on
these researches, even the number of people attached to these organizations have
not gone up, and no significant information has been given about NGOs (Hosseini,
2003: 109-112). Also, according to some other studies, the success of these
organizations in attracting local communities has been too low to play a key role
(Lahijanian et al, 2010: 101-112). Likewise, some other researchers have shown that
NGOs were very weak in informing about their activities (Jokar and Mirdamadi,
1389: 6/ Andoz, 2018: 59/ Marzban and others, 2018: 21), raising people’s
awareness, and the ability to attract people's participation (Masoudizadeh and
others, 2016: 358-359/ Mohammadi, 2019: 213)

PURPOSE

In spite of the fact that there are various reasons for the ineffectiveness of
environmental NGOs on the thoughts and behavior of the society, since the
government, as the most important institution of the society, can have the most
influence on it, this research seeks to find out how the government has dealt with
these organizations during the last fifty years. The assumption of this article is that
the government's confrontation with environmental NGOs was more hostile and
confrontational than sympathetic, and the government sought to control and
dominate these organizations. In a word, the purpose of this article is to show the
historical relationship between the government and environmental NGOs,
considering the special position of the government in society.

METHODOLOGY

This research, using the historical research method and referring to the laws and
regulations related to NGOs and also by using some development plan documents
and analyzing them seeks to answer the following questions: what laws and
regulations have been established for NGOs in Iran? And how did they formulate
the relationship between the government and environmental NGOs? Finally how
did they cause the efficiency or inefficiency of these NGOs?

FINDINGS

Findings of this article show that Environmental NGOs, despite the steps taken by
the Iranian government to recognize them, were limited by the government's view
of governing. The Iranian government, using the institutional model of policy-
making, sought to write development plans, legislate as well as implement those
plans only by its different institutions and departments. Following this model would
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ABSTRACT

Researches that have been conducted over the past three decades on environmental non-
governmental organizations in Iran, it is found that there has been a significant gap between the
people and these organizations. In other words, these organizations have been weak not only in
informing the people about the environmental activities but increasing the knowledge, attitude
and skills of the people, as well. Although various reasons can be cited but the state, as the most
general institution of the country plays an irreplaceable role in making these organizations
efficient or inefficient. The way the government looks at environmental organizations and
make policies about them, especially in terms of legislation, can lead to the prosperity of these
organizations and increase their productivity, or it can simply be vice versa. This research, using
the historical research method and referring to the laws and regulations related to non-
governmental organizations and also by using some program documents, seeks to investigate
how the government deals with these organizations and its results. The findings show that the
Iranian government, due to its tendency for centralism and authoritarianism in laws and
regulations, limited the scope of non-governmental organizations’ activities, and made it
possible for the government to interfere in their affairs and deprive them of their independence.
This led to increase in the weakness of these institutions, their efficiency, lack of motivation on
and their inability to communicate effectively with the people and promote the culture of
environmental protection.
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as the basis of research, a part of the current study focuses on theories by combining
and integrating them thus increasing their effectiveness in examining the social
realities, including environmental issues which are deemed to be important in the
contemporary world.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Authors of this article have declared no conflict of interest in the course of research
or afterwards.

Interdisciplinary Studies
in the Humanities

10

Volume 16
Issue 1
Winter 2024




prominent in sociological studies of environmental issues. Experts in this field
believe that environmental issues are relative and are understood in different ways.
In addition to the objective manifestations of environmental problems, the way they
are defined by environmentalists, in addition to the impact of macro social factors,
is effective on how to understand these issues and try to solve them. The concept of
cultural resonance means providing frameworks in harmony with the cultural
context in solving the problems, which is another aspect of emphasizing different
levels of social realities. This means the framework that is proposed as an action by
claimants of environmental issues will perform well if it is in harmony with
different social levels.

Therefore, the constructivist-interpretative approach too, like many other
theories, moved towards a unified vision. Thinkers of environmental sociology, in
studying the construction process of environmental issues, emphasize a set of
factors at different levels of social realities. The smallest of these factors includes the
people's environmental thought and action, and the largest includes
communication with the global environment. Among these two, there are different
phenomenons that influence the creation of environmental issues. On the other
hand, the factors influencing the successful construct of an environmental claim
include a set of subjective parameters such as values and norms as well as objective
parameters such as organizations and environmental groups. A unified paradigm
includes macro objective phenomena such as the global environment, macro mental
structures such as environmental laws, micro objective phenomena such as
environmental interactions, as well as micro mental phenomena such as
environmental beliefs and values of the people in society. In studying the
construction of environmental issues as one of the important topics of
environmental sociology, the attention should be paid to all these levels.

As a suggestion for future researches, it is possible to point to the meta-analysis
of studies conducted in the field of environmental issues as well as their reviews and
criticisms from the perspective of integrated and interdisciplinary or supra-
disciplinary approaches. Such a study in the contemporary world is one of the
important methods of investigation which has seen an increasing trend towards
interdisciplinary approach and hence moving the boundary between sciences is
inevitable.

NOVELTY

The relative compatibility of sociological theories with social realities, the basic
feature of sociology in developed societies, is the result of trans-theoretical studies.
Conducting this type of research in different sociological domains leads to the
emergence of analytical models whose application in experimental studies increase
their credibility and repair weaknesses. Instead of the predominant use of theories
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To study the process of making a claim, Hannigan considers the three-stage i.e.
collecting, presenting and criticizing as a useful framework for analyzing
environmental problem constructs and believes that this general pattern of stages is
an ideal type with the feature that stages are not discrete and linear but overlap and
their separation is only an analytical tool. If the claimants want to succeed in
convincing the audience about the problematic conditions, they should classify
those conditions and the people there and create a framework for the problems. The
framework includes a set of categories that are made by claimants to define social
problems and ways to solve them. A key factor for the effectiveness of the
framework is the concept of resonance which is related to a degree of coordination
with social background, stakeholders involved, as well as relative salience of its
constituent elements. More the dimensions of the framework, closer is the culture
of local community and planners and the higher the resonance with the
community.

The constructivist-interpretative paradigm has a comprehensive view on the
emergence and understanding of environmental issues. The thinkers of this school
believe that the claimants succeed in highlighting a problem through environmental
activism at the micro level and influencing the society at both micro and macro
levels. The activity of environmental activists, from collecting and proposing issues
to their conflict at the policy level and requesting the implementation of new laws or
amending previous ones, is influenced by many parameters. Attracting the attention
and legitimizing an environmental issue in the local society is done in a symbolic
interaction of environmental activists with the people. When construction reaches
the level of policy-making, it needs to attract the attention of policy-making and
decision-making bodies. Therefore, the role of power and the relationship with it
are highlighted at macro-management levels.

CONCLUSION

In philosophy, the constructivist-interpretive paradigm is studied at rational levels
of human action and consciousness. Gradually, with changes that were made as a
result of theoretical and critical rethinking in theories, the link between micro and
macro levels was created in most social paradigms, including constructivism one.
Late thinkers of phenomenological theory, which is one of the basic foundations of
constructivism paradigm, extend phenomenological sociology to social structures
and institutions. Since then, they tried to combine individual and social levels. In
sociology, conflicting social issues came up over stigmatization and the criticisms
created a field for the entry of the social constructionist approach. Constructivists
believe that the main topic of sociology of social issues is to discover how these are
defined in the society. With the formation of absolute and textual schools of
constructivism, this approach moved from the state of pure subjectivism to
objectivism. Integrated study and emphasis on textual constructivism are more



1. Internal-intellectual: It focuses on intellectual and cognitive issues within the
sociological domain;

2. Internal-social: It emphasizes the social factors within sociology;

3. External-intellectual: It pays attention to academic approaches outside of
sociology;

4. External-Social: It deals with the relationship between a larger society and
sociological theory (Ritzer, 2014).

In this article, the constructivism-interpretive approach is explained from
internal-intellectual and external-intellectual perspectives. This dimension focuses
on intellectual and cognitive issues inside and outside the field of sociology.

FINDINGS

The study of the intellectual evolution of the constructivist paradigm in classical
and contemporary thoughts shows that the philosophical foundations of this
paradigm are in the thought of those who emphasize the study of the interaction
between objects and subjects. Kant tried to create a relative coordination between
the two currents of rationalism and empiricism. He believed that the mental
structure organizes experimental data in a priori way. The goal of Husserl's
phenomenology is to penetrate various layers that actors create into the real world
in order to find out the basic structure of consciousness.

This school of sociology is based on the viewpoint of thinkers who after taking
their theoretical foundations from philosophy, give it a sociological aspect. Weber
considers sociology as a science that deals with interpretive understanding of social
actions. Thinkers such as Shutes, Berger, and Lagman studied how to build meaning
textures and consider them the outcome of externalization of human experiences.
Social issues and disputes between objectivist and subjectivist approaches in
sociology ultimately provide the grounds for the birth of a constructivist approach.
This point of view is not limited to objective conditions alone rather it is believed
that man understands the world and social issues within it through their mental
capacities.

In environmental sociology, although there are many criticisms of the
constructivist approach by those who adopt a more realistic stance, there are also
many case studies that use this perspective to study the discovery, emergence, and
success in designing environmental problems. Constructivists believe that they need
to pay attention to the social, political and cultural processes, through which,
certain environmental conditions are defined as hazards. Three important centers
of constructivist study of environmental issues, ie. claims, claimants, and the
process of making a claim, have been introduced as important topics in sociology.
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INTRODUCTION

In the early period of environmental sociology, we see the dominance of
structuralism approaches, which put emphasis on ecological, objective and
structural factors. After environmental sociology became an independent branch,
researches with a constructivist approach kicked off in this field, in which, social
contexts are considered important variables in explaining environmental issues.
Similarly, these issues are viewed as fluid and dynamic with diverse manifestations
in different times and places. Constructivists believe that environmental concerns
do not usually attract public attention immediately rather they should be identified
and reason out in the form of a claim. "The process of making a claim includes the
stages of discovery of the same claim, effective activities to present it, including the
use of language, media and rhetorical techniques, as well as the dispute of
environmental claims" (Hannigan, 2022). In addition to objective characteristics of
environmental issues, this approach investigates the role of actors in defining them
as changeable problems.

As an interdisciplinary field, the environment and its sociological study requires
a unified vision to examine different objective and subjective levels affecting the
emergence and solution of environmental problems. As such, the constructivist
approach is suitable for its study. The paradigmatic study of this approach gives us
an understanding of its emphasis and sensitivities.

In order to understand the constructivist-interpretive paradigm and its
foundations, the current article analyzes it based on Ritzer's meta-theorizing model.
As said before, meta-theory is used as a tool to analyze and draw the model for the
environmental study based on the constructivist approach. The purpose of the
meta-theory, here, is to familiarize with the cognitive foundations and various
dimensions of approach integrated to environmental issues. With trans-theoretical
study and rethinking in the ontological, epistemological and methodological
positions of this scientific paradigm, the image of the subject under investigation
and its research methods are discovered. Therefore, taking into account the trans-
theoretical nature of the article, the main questions of the research are: What are the
cognitive bases and different dimensions of the attention of constructivist experts in
explaining environmental issues? What is the relationship between these
dimensions in the studied theories?

METHODOLOGY

The current article has a transtheoretical nature. Therefore, in a theoretical
framework provided by studying the ideas of constructivist-interpretive thinkers,
this paradigm is revised with the help of Ritzer's meta-theoretical method. In one of
the meta-theorizing methods, Ritzer considers it a tool for a deeper understanding
of the theory and includes four parts:
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ABSTRACT

As an interdisciplinary subject, the study of the environment requires an integrated approach.
As a matter of fact, a number of thinkers in this field have used the constructivist approach to
study the environmental issues because this emphasizes the role of social factors along with
technical and ecological ones in explaining them. With a transtheroretical approach, the aim of
the present article is to study the constructivist-interpretative paradigm and determine its
cognitive aspects as well as provide a model to study the environmental issues. The paper uses
Ritzer's meta-theorizing as a tool to achieve the aforementioned goals. The findings of the study
of the intellectual evolution of the constructivism paradigm in classical and contemporary
thoughts show that the philosophical foundation of this paradigm is intertwined in the thought
of philosophers who emphasize the study of interactions between objects and subjects. This
school of sociology is based on the theories of Schutz, Weber, Heidegger, Berger and
Luckmann, who studied interactions and social contexts. In the sociological domain, for social
issues, specifically environment, thinkers such as Spector and Kitsuse, Loseke, Hannigan, and
Yearley used the constructivist perspective to study the discovery, emergence and success of
these issues. With the formation of absolute and textual schools in constructivism, this
approach turns from pure subjectivism to simply objective and subjective factors. As such,
many other thinkers with an integrated insight pointed to multiple levels of social realities as
mentioned by Ritzer. The results show that the connection and interaction of environmental
issues at principal levels of the paradigmatic model of environmental realities in the
constructivist-interpretive theory.

Keywords: metatheorizing, Constructivism Paradigm, environmental issues, social reality
levels, George Ritzer
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