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1. Sense of agency

2. self-agency

3. agentic engagement
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5. self-regulation
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8. Five factor model
9. perspective
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3. Political ideals
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6. New world order
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1. Michael Carter
2. Structural analysis method
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3. synchronic
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5. Langue

6. parole
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creating a more inclusive and interconnected type of knowledge that transcends
traditional disciplinary boundaries.

D) Vision of Symbiotic Meta-communities: The ecological humanities propose a
utopian vision where humans and non-humans coexist within meta-communities
based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, anticipating a
future of knowledge building characterized by extended mind, distributed
cognition, biocomunication and empathy.

E) Integration of Indigenous Knowledge: The findings emphasize the
importance of incorporating traditional ecological knowledges and indigenous
perspectives, which enrich the humanities and challenge Western-centric
epistemologies.

CONCLUSION

Today's humanities contribute to the creation of a holistic, inclusive, integrated, and
complementary body of knowledge that merges the humanities with the natural
sciences and incorporates indigenous knowledges. Additionally, the progressive
developments in artificial intelligence and biocommunication are poised to
fundamentally transform the field of humanities. In what may be its most
revolutionary aspect, the human is not the sole author of this emerging knowledge.

NOVELTY

The article, originally published in Polish in 2013, introduces an innovative
interdisciplinary framework that combines ecological, posthumanist, and
biohumanistic insights, presenting a novel approach to understanding the
intersections between humanistic disciplines and scientific inquiry. It proposes a
radical transformation in the study of humanities by incorporating traditional
ecological knowledges, non-human perspectives and an a merge with biological
sciences, fundamentally challenging traditional human-centric methodologies. It is
pioneering in foreseeing a holistic and integrated model of knowledge building that
incorporates concepts of extended cognition and distributed mindsets, leveraging
developments in various scientific fields to enrich humanistic studies.
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INTRODUCTION

The article will define and identify features of the ecological humanities, understood
as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific paradigm. I am particularly
interested in ecoposthumanities—a tendency that has been developing since the late
nineties within the framework of posthumanist criticism of anthropocentrism,
Eurocentrism, and Western science. The paper will highlight the role of traditional
ecological knowledges and native knowledges, as well as the development of
biohumanities (an inclusive type of knowledge that connects human, social
sciences, and life sciences) as important aspects of ecoposthumanities. The
ecological humanities offer a utopian vision of meta-communities of humans and
non-humans based on symbiotic relations, co-evolution, and co-dependency, and
anticipate future knowledge productions in terms of extended mind and distributed
cognition.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to define and identify features of the ecological
humanities, understood as a symptom of the emergence of a new scientific
paradigm.

METHODOLOGY

An extensive interdisciplinary literature review was conducted, accompanied by
qualitative research methods including textual analysis, deep reading, and
consultations with experts. This approach allows for a comprehensive exploration
of the ecological humanities, integrating diverse perspectives from various scientific
and indigenous knowledge systems.

FINDINGS
The main findings of the article are:

A) Paradigmatic Shift in Humanities: The article highlights a significant shift
towards ecological humanities, which is seen as a symptom of a broader scientific
paradigm shift that integrates ecological and environmental concerns with
humanistic studies.

B) Development of Ecological Humanities: It identifies the emergence of
ecological humanities, which challenge traditional anthropocentric and Eurocentric
perspectives within the humanities by incorporating posthumanist critiques of
anthropocentrism and indigenous knowledges.

C) Role of Biohumanities: The article points to the development of
biohumanities, which integrates human and social sciences with life sciences,
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throughout history. A garment's historical background does not explain the cause
and nature of its connotation; rather, its relationship with other garments is the
signifying factor. However, examining clothing structure devoid of pursuing its
evolutionary course would be futile. Clothing is both a system and a history.

Regarding the relationship between social rules and individual behavior, or
langue and parole in clothing, it was stated that there is a dichotomy between “general
clothing rules” (langue) and “individual tastes and freedoms in wearing clothes”
(parole). General rules in clothing constitute the basic structure according to which
the symbolic boundaries of the clothing system are determined. Behind the seemingly
diverse clothing situations, there are defining frameworks within which the different
types of clothing fit. On the one hand, individual clothing behaviors are conditioned
on the overall clothing structure, and on the other hand, they challenge and change
it. The conflict between “personalizing clothing ways” versus the institutional aspect
of the social structure of clothing is a sociological process that represents broader
social, political, and cultural tensions and dynamics.

CONCLUSION

In response to the main question of discussing “clothing as a language”, it should be
said that clothing components, based on individuals' varying adherence to cultural
conventions, have a kind of logic of co-occurrence. Although this logic communicates
through cultural codes similarly to the “language” logic, it does not convey “alphabetic
messages”. Therefore, this logic cannot be considered as rules governing “written or
spoken language”. In other words, clothing does not have a vocabulary or grammatical
rules like language. Clothing systems have their own specific codes and possess a kind
of “pseudo-language”. This pseudo-language can articulate the covert codes of each
historical period and even provide information about status, occupation, emotions, and
many other diverse messages. Thus, clothing coding systems are the product of
historical processes, although the analysis of the relationship between these codes and
history should not pursue one-to-one correspondences.

NOVELTY

The innovation of this research lies in its unique application of structuralist
approaches to the social studies of clothing in Iran, an area that has seen limited
exploration to date. This study successfully engages with Saussure's foundational
concepts, employing them both as a theoretical framework and as a methodological
model for analyzing the pseudo-linguistic effects of clothing. By leveraging these
concepts as theoretical tools, the study provides a new pathway for rethinking the
social meanings of clothing, offering valuable insights for different stakeholders of
the clothing world in Iran.
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INTRODUCTION

In this study, it was attempt to pursue this issue regarding the language of clothing
by rethinking the structuralist linguistics approach of Ferdinand de Saussure as a
classical model. For this purpose, Saussure's fundamental concepts such as "signifier
and signified", "signification", "synchronic and diachronic", "langue and parole" were
discussed both as a theoretical basis and as a methodological framework for analyzing
clothing systems. The aim of this essay was to examine how clothing meanings are
formed solely within the framework of Saussure's methodology and to evaluate the
applicability of this method in analyzing the meaningful relationships within a
clothing system. Saussure's perspective was chosen because, despite the significant
tendency to analyze social phenomena from a structuralist approach, little attention
has been paid to this approach in social studies of clothing so far. On the other hand,
Saussure's theory occupies a classical position in structuralist studies.

FINDINGS

Regarding the relationship between signifier and signified, it was shown that clothing
provides an extensive semiotic realm. According to Saussure's linguistic logic, the
“sign-ness" and signification of clothing have nothing to do with the outside world of
clothing; rather, every connotation is placed within a network of implications of other
clothes. In other words, if a piece of clothing signifies femininity within a cultural
system, it is only in relation to clothes that connote masculinity. In clothing
structures, the signifieds of clothes are distinct from each other, which is quite
obvious. However, despite this seemingly logical appearance, the connotations of
clothes change and transform within epistemological frameworks. That is, the
meanings of clothes in the clothing structure of each historical period are, to some
extent, a function of the belief and ideological system of that period. But with changes
in each cognitive system, the connotation of clothes undergoes transformation.
Therefore, proving which element (or clothing) is a sign of what, and when it
represents the function of clothing versus reflecting cultural symbols, requires case
studies. In other words, determining the relationship between the signifiers and
signifieds as being internal or external to clothing structure, and explaining the origin
of connotations, necessitates specific investigations. Factors such as color, texture,
material, cut, stitching, etc. position clothing as a signifier in relation to certain
meanings or signifieds. Still, it should be clarified whether the established relationship
stems from cultural-ideological symbols or the structure of the clothing system.
According to structuralist rules, the relationships between signifiers and signifieds in
a synchronic clothing structure cannot be understood; the diachronic
transformations of clothing must also be considered. The synchronic structure of
clothing (langue) is always in dialogue with the diachronic transformations (parole)
of clothing. In Saussure's structuralist logic, the historical dynamism of clothing
(diachronic) is irrelevant because the meanings of clothes are not thought to remain
constant throughout historical transformations. This theoretical logic does not
believe in the possibility of tracing the connotation of a particular garment
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ABSTRACT

Clothing is an important topic in social studies, but structural approaches have received
little attention due to a lack of frameworks for formulating meanings of clothes. The
purpose of this study was to pore over on the linguistic effects of clothes. The main question
is, to what extent can the meaning of clothes be explained within the framework of a
linguistic system? For this purpose, the structural analysis method of Ferdinand de Saussure
was used. Results showed this method can recognize elements and relations of the clothing
system but not explain historical trends. The clothing system is governed by the logic of
signifier and signified and is an arena of contentious semiotics. Discussing the origins and
implications of signs requires case studies of synchrony and diachrony of clothes.
Regardless of history, studying clothing is inconclusive; it is both a system and history.
Confrontation between dress rules and individual dressing represents social dynamics.
Clothing has linguistic logic with codes but no vocabulary or grammar to convey
alphabetical messages. The structure of clothing in society has extensive intertextual
relations and cannot be considered a true language, only a pseudo-language.
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CONCLUSION

The creation of interdisciplinary energy law as a neglected major in law faculties of
Iran is one of the ways to expand the scientific law in the country. It is obvious that
by taking advantage of the valuable scientific experiences of developed countries and
being active in the field of energy law, the barriers of forming an interdisciplinary
field in the educational system can be removed to a larger extent. The establishment
of a major for “Energy Law” with attention to its social, economic and political reality
in Iran is one of the issues that should be taken into account by the higher educations
system. In order to achieve this important issue, active researchers in the field of law
should have a look at various aspects of the energy sector. In addition to the
formation of specialized teamwork and by taking experts view, the energy law field
has been studied and for establishing it as a major in most universities and achieve
this goal at faculties of law need to get encouragement and recommendation apart
from time and investment.
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INTRODUCTION

Interdisciplinary sciences, with a coherence of concepts, theories, and viewpoints of
various disciplines along with each other, are a key element in accelerating scientific
discoveries and solving social problems (Porter & Rafols, 2021:9). In a way that
interdisciplinary studies today have become an undeniable necessity in the process of
the development and expansion of knowledge and human experience. The trend
towards interdisciplinary studies has been increasingly noticed in various sciences in
the 21* century (Pellmar and Eisenberg, 2000:106; welch, 2003: 178; Masee, 2008: 10)
and law discipline too has not been an exceptional. The impact of energy on the
economic development has made it a core of many scientific and academic circles. It
is obvious that energy is an important political factor in the international relations
which even in major exporting countries has never failed to prevent its political
impact on the socio-economic status. Therefore, its importance in developing
countries is so much so that identification of energy and related issues can be a
solution to some of their problems.

PURPOSE

This research intends to explain the concept of energy law in some cases, by taking
into account energy rights specifications, energy law status, energy law principles
and, energy law elements.

METHODOLOGY

This is descriptive-analytical-comparative research, for which, data were collected
through library documents and other available resources including books,
publications, websites and other databases.

FINDINGS

Among the features of energy law is its being a multi-level, its attraction of idea from
other legal disciplines, being interdisciplinary and economy-oriented. The study of
the position of energy law, it was found that in countries such as England, Canada,
and the United States, the field of energy law has a special place and unfortunately in
the Middle Eastern countries including Iran, this field does not get what it deserves
despite enormous energy resources in the region. In the following, authors tried to
examine the principles of energy law and observe resilience and flexibility, energy
security, conservation of the environment, human health and the fight against climate
change, principle of access to modern energy services, and finally the sovereignty over
national resources as the most important principles governing energy. Finally, the
existing elements in the field of energy law were analyzed. For this purpose, we
investigated energy-related legislation, incentives to create evolution in energy law,
energy security and organizations dealing with energy law domain.
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ABSTRACT

With due attention to growing need of countries for energy resources, new and diverse topics
in the field of law and energy have been designed that strengthen extensive interdisciplinary
studies and researches in this field. The legal dimension of the exploitation of energy types,
including the protection of the environment, foreign investment, and the creation of legal
mechanism at domestic and international levels, energy security, and other issues of countries
necessitates interdisciplinary studies and the publication of legal researches related to energy
substantially. Energy Law is one of the interdisciplinary majors that have been taken into
consideration in faculties of several countries, including Australia, England, the United States,
and Canada. The fact that Energy Law as a major can itself be under other specialized courses
which increase its value as an academic field and it can be said that the establishment of
"Energy Law" as an interdisciplinary major, considering its scope and content in the
curriculum of the faculty of law of other countries, including Iran, is undeniable. This article
tries to provide an appropriate context for energy law as an interdisciplinary major to the
students of law and other related disciplines. For this purpose, in addition to explaining the
concept, characteristics and status of energy, we will examine the principles, elements and
levels of this major.
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CONCLUSION

Considering higher education as a function of soft power requires a theoretical
examination of its relationship with other main theories of international relations. In
this article, by explaining higher education as a cultural matter and a function of soft
power, its relationship with the theories of realism, liberalism and constructivism was
investigated in an interdisciplinary manner.

In examining each of these theories, narratives, conceptual and theoretical
frameworks were presented in the process of world politics regarding the role of the
soft power of higher education to explain the way soft power can obtain national
interests in various political, social, cultural, technological and economic fields,
maintaining peace and preventing conflicts, helping countries affected by conflicts to
strengthen internal legitimacy and create mutual identity with the assisting country
by expanding public diplomacy and influencing the public opinion of other countries
and expanding soft power as the main tool to gain strategic political advantage.

NOVELTY
This article, with the theoretical explanation of the soft power of higher education
with emphasis on the main theories of international relations, can be innovative for

practical research in line with the soft power of higher education in Iran and in the
field of international relations in the future with necessary theoretical preparations.
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with the aid and humanitarian activities of countries, together with military and
security interests, show that higher education can become an essential part of security
studies, which is often in theoretical studies.

Realism is addressed within the framework of liberalism theory; it is possible to
emphasize more on the role and influence of international institutions and regimes
on higher education activities. In line with this theory, higher education has the
ability to have a broad impact on state building and peace building (Alesina, Giuliano
& Reich, 2021). Many researchers and international organizations have shown the
linear interaction between higher education and international development and
peace (Owens, 2017), and therefore, the capacity and role of higher education can be
used to prevent conflict, maintain and create peace after a conflict and in line with
the reconstruction of the state. In international affairs, its role can also be used to
ensure the future of peace against human rights violations based on various sources
of discrimination in conflicts. The facilities and potential of institutions related to
higher education in the direction of peace building can be used in actions such as
accompaniment and counseling; Education; institutional strengthening; conflict
resolution; research; social mobilization; the information recordkeeping, analysis or
publication and provision of curriculum (Delgado, 2008).

Constructivists tie interests to actors' identities. Therefore, by referring to the
theory of constructivism, international actors try to shape the structure of their higher
education in accordance with national identity, and interests, so expanding the effects
of transnational higher education require using it for national interests (Enders,
2004). From this point of view, the provision of higher education helps conflict-
affected states to strengthen their legitimacy and demonstrate common identity and
mutual interests with conflict-affected states (Burde, 2006). Higher education can
also be a way for transitional governments to demonstrate post-war legitimacy and
stability to domestic citizens. In this way, different governments, depending on the
capacity and attractiveness of their higher education institutions, create channels for
influence and interaction at different levels in the field of international relations. In
addition, students are influenced by the culture, ideas and values of the host country
and find an identity affinity with them, and this will indicate that they understand the
world in a similar way to each other (Monaghan, 2015). Based on the alignment with
the constructivist theory, in this case, higher education can provide interaction
between the identity of the host country and the identity of the nationals of other
countries, and new forms of hybrid identities can evolve. This constructed inter-
subjective context allows the soft power of higher education to emerge and manifest
more to be understood better by the political and social structure through the
aforementioned idea.
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The theoretical literature of the soft power of higher education in the main
theories of international relations has not been examined systematically and
coherently in the form of interdisciplinary studies, and from this perspective, it lacks
the necessary scientific literature. In this article, by examining the conceptual and
theoretical issues, the power of Higher education software as a cultural matter is
studied with some general components and foundations in relation to the theories of
realism, liberalism and constructivism of international relations. Ignoring the
theoretical details, we cite library studies with a descriptive-analytical approach.

FINDINGS

With the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the beginning of a new order in
international relations, the reading and understanding of power also began to change
gradually. Therefore, the concept of soft power emerged in an academic and
theoretical way to correct the limited focus of power analysis. Coined by Joseph Nye
(1990), soft power refers to specific concrete resources to maintain and increase
national power with the ability to change the behavior of actors, by introducing the
element of persuasion and the power of attraction, which means the ability to shape
the desires of others without the use of coercion. Consequently, the concept of power
is classified under two headings: "hard power" including military and economic
power and "soft power” including the appeal of culture, political ideals and foreign
policy, and of course the dynamics of a country's economy (Nye, 2003, 17). In this
explanation, soft power is an analytical concept that can overlap with realist, liberal
and constructivist theories of international relations (Nye, 2010).

According to the theory of realism, the existence of war and conflict in
international relations is a motivation for the development of higher education in
order to strengthen security institutions in accordance with modern technologies and
in sync with military strategies in order to empower the nation against peripheral and
international threats in various fields. Political, social, cultural and territorial integrity
is necessary for different political units in the world, both developed and developing
(Aghion et al.,, 2019). Therefore, we can see the broad role of soft power of higher
education in the creation and flourishing of the nation-state and the increase of
national power through technological, cultural, social and economic development
and as a result in the accumulation of power and power relations in the anarchic
world being threatened internationally. It also had a role in expansion of the
necessary capabilities in the resilience and effectiveness of the political, security and
military system in possible military conflicts (Chankseliani, Qoraboyev &
Gimranova, 2021). Therefore, countries can use the institution of higher education
as a soft power tool in order to diversify and have an influence on the public opinion
of other countries for the survival, dominance and emergence of a powerful political
unit with the distribution of the sphere of influence at the national and global level.
Additionally, the provision of scholarships in the format of higher education along



education in connection with other indicators (Kester, et al., 2022), which is
examined in this article.

PURPOSE

Today, unlike increasing higher education with extraterritorial goals for different
political units in order to expand soft power, its theoretical literature has not been
systematically and coherently examined in interdisciplinary studies, including
international relations theories, leading to a dearth of necessary scientific literature.
The purpose of this article is to present the conceptual and theoretical issues related
to soft power of higher education as a cultural matter and examining it with some
components and general foundations in the main theories of international relations,
i.e. realism, liberalism and constructivism. Through this review, the theoretical aspect
of the role of soft power of higher education can be made to explain the way it plays
arole in obtaining national interests in various political, social, cultural, technological
and economic fields, maintaining peace, preventing conflicts, expanding public
diplomacy and thereby power soft as the main tool to gain strategic political
advantage in global political trends.

METHODOLOGY

In international relations, various theories and approaches have been developed to
understand what power really means in international affairs, how it is used, what kind
of overt or hidden mechanisms it relies on, and what kind of power sources should
be considered more important. Generally, realist and neorealist theories
conceptualize power as the total amount of material capabilities possessed by a state,
where having a greater number of resources contributes to greater security for the
state in an anarchic international system. (Kucherenko, 2023) and increases the
probability of achieving superior national preferences (Mearsheimer, 1995). Of
course, the current realities of international relations show that, merely having hard
power capabilities is a necessary condition for achieving effective and satisfactory
results at the international level, but it is not sufficient. None of the great powers has
been successful in presenting its preferences unilaterally or multilaterally in very basic
and vital areas in today's world politics trends such as international terrorism, cyber
security, global economy and environmental policy to impose their demands.
Therefore, Hart (1976) argues that with the resource control approach, one should
not always be sure that actors are able to use the resources that are nominally under
their control. Regarding the limitations of hard power, under the theory of realism,
Joseph Nye refers to soft power as a complement to hard power, which comes from
the attractiveness of a country's culture, political ideals, and foreign policy (Nye, 3003,
17). By providing a concept of understanding the value of power resources in a
contextual setting, this approach can provide a more detailed explanation of power,
including the soft power of higher education with some components and general
foundations in the theories of realism, liberalism and constructivism.
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INTRODUCTION

The cultural and political effects of higher education on domestic and extraterritorial
political trends have been discussed for ages. Considering higher education along
with other cultural institutions such as museums, national archives and libraries on
the one hand and cultural diversity in higher education in terms of disciplines,
institutions and national traditions of higher education on the other, makes it a tool
of cultural studies. In addition to the need for research on its various cultural, social,
political, economic and technological functions at the national level (Valimaa, 2008,
25-9), higher education should be a function of cultural studies, as an
interdisciplinary field with political science under the title of soft power. Its ability to
be effective in the world politics scene should be investigated in the form of the main
theories of international relations. In the view of Joseph Nye (2011), soft power
represents the attractiveness of a country's capabilities, values, and culture. Therefore,
the development of higher education, as a source of influence and attraction, can
provide a strong foundation for the soft power elements of that country. Today, in
global political trends, the increasing role of higher education in order to generate
soft power has expanded significantly and has become a part of large-scale political
projects. It is considered as an ideal to form dynamic societies in various political,
social, economic and cultural fields.

Higher education has the potential, ability and fundamental productivity in
playing a vital and national role in democratization, and improving political and
social development, economic and technological growth, moreover, its structural
consequences have a double potential as they create various sources of sustainable
domestic power and contribute to the dissemination of attractiveness in the public
opinion of other countries and in the trends of global politics. Hence, higher
education will influence soft power in two ways: a constructive, fundamental and
structural source of power within; a powerful element promoting soft power in the
space of foreign policy and public diplomacy at the international level. In the
explanation of Joseph Nye (2010), soft power is an analytical concept that can overlap
with realist, liberal and constructivist theories of international relations. In a general
conclusion, the field of international relations deals with understanding and
explaining the relations within and between governments. Each of the theories of
international relations provides distinct narratives and conceptual frameworks to
explain prominent issues such as causes of war, conditions of peace, and relations
between governments, international organizations, institutions, global power
relations, global order and global development problems such as poverty, migration,
environment, and terrorism in international relations. In addition to acting in the
development of all-round relations of national power, higher education can have a
prominent, influential and decisive role in international relations in some of the
above-mentioned issues, which shows the growing role of the soft power of higher
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ABSTRACT

With the disintegration of the Soviet Union in the 1990s, the understanding of power also
gradually changed. Soft power by modifying the limited focus of realist power analysis i.e.
possessing specific tangible resources to maintain and increase national power, introduces
persuasive power; the ability to shape the desires of others not by force but through persuasion
distinguishes between hard and soft power. In terms of effectiveness, it clearly showed the
nature of the behavior and the concreteness of the resources. In Joseph Nye's explanation, soft
power is an analytical concept that matches and overlaps with realist, liberal, and constructivist
views and theories. Higher education can be regarded as an apparatus of soft power, thereby
entailing examination of its relationship with other international theories. The basic question
is the position of the soft power of higher education in international theories and how it can
be theoretically explained in the theories that have also observed pragmatic behaviors. Here,
by explaining higher education as a cultural matter and an apparatus of soft power, we
demonstrate its relationship with the theories of realism, liberalism and constructivism.
Methodologically, we are conducting an interdisciplinary study, citing library studies and
explaining descriptive review. In examining each of these theories, we present narratives,
conceptual and theoretical frameworks regarding the role of the soft power of higher
education to explain its role in domestic development and national interests in various
political, social, cultural, technological and economic fields, maintaining peace and preventing
conflict as well as its role in expanding public diplomacy and soft power of higher education.
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CONCLUSION

To take a thorough multidisciplinary approach to studying entrepreneurial agency at
the individual level, the integration of the following important fields and disciplines
is a step forward. 1. Psychology: Personality psychology, motivational psychology,
and cognitive psychology can provide insights into internal aspects that affect
entrepreneurial agency, such as personality traits, motives, and decision-making
processes. 2. Sociology: Sociological insights on the role of social structures, social
networks, societal norms, and values in entrepreneurial agency will be beneficial. 3.
Anthropology: Anthropological research on the impact of culture, ideas, and
traditions on entrepreneurial behavior and decision-making might provide useful
insights. 4. Cognitive Science: Cognitive science methods to mental processes,
thinking, and problem solving can help entrepreneurs better understand their
decisions and judgments. The synthesis of knowledge and ideas from these
disciplines and other domains can provide a comprehensive and integrated
perspective of the elements influencing entrepreneurial agency and their complex
relationships, which is essential for a successful multidisciplinary approach.

NOVELTY

The novelty of this research is the use of the scientometric method to identify the
body of knowledge as the first step in designing and directing interdisciplinary studies
in various scientific fields that can provide a comprehensive and data-oriented view
of the existing knowledge, inter-discipline relationships and research gaps in a
specific field. This is useful for identifying key disciplines and areas of study that
should be integrated into an interdisciplinary approach. In addition, by analyzing
scientific networks and graphically representing them, the coherence or dispersion of
domains, popular or less popular topics, and patterns of interdisciplinary
collaboration are revealed. This information is essential for the effective design and
implementation of an interdisciplinary approach. This method has the potential to
model and generalize other scientific fields.
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The second phase is from 1960 to 1990. During this time, three major research
theories were developed: Agency Theory in economics, Social Cognitive Theory in
social psychology and educational sciences, and Structural Theory in sociology.
"Agency theory" is based on one of the oldest problems in political philosophy: the
relationship between "master” and “servant’. Albert Bandura's Social Cognitive
Theory (SCT) was also created during this time period. The Social Learning Theory
(SLT), which he proposed in the 1960s, served as the foundation for this. It was
renamed SCT in 1986, and it claims that learning occurs in a social context through
the dynamic interaction of the individual, environment, and behavior. This theory is
appropriate for studying the concept of agency and its mechanisms. Giddens also
combined social ideas, action, and structure, which were previously regarded
opposing words, and developed the theory of social action, emphasizing the
interdependence of structure and agency. He reconciled this contradiction using the
duality idea introduced in his Structuration Theory (ST).

The third period extends from 1990 forward. During this time, earlier theories are
reviewed and matured, and new challenges emerge, such as the study of agency in
cognitive and neurosciences .

The co-citation analysis of the papers revealed that "Agency" has been examined
in seven clusters: economics, law, sociology, psychology and education, cognitive
science, neurology, public management, and political science. Although this notion
alludes to an agent's (human, animal, or artificial) ability to do an action in an
environment, it can have a variety of meanings depending on the context. In
economics and law, agency theory and agency costs associated with the principal-
agent relationship are examined, which refers to the agency connection. In public
administration and political science, it refers to an organization or firm that performs
a function for another. In philosophy, sociology, psychology, political science, and
education, it refers to the ability, condition, or state of completing an action or
wielding power. Cognitive sciences and neuroscience investigate the experimental
nature of agency, such as the sense of agency and its pathologies. As expected,
keyword co-occurrence analysis revealed that concepts such as agency theory,
ownership, agency cost, firm, law, Supreme Court, public administration, and the
field of public and social organizations and their services date back to the 1970s and
1980s, while concepts such as teacher agency, epistemic agency, and entrepreneurial
agency are among the most recent topics of interest in this field. To answer the
question of which specialized areas agency is conceptualized, specialized terms
composed of agency similar to entrepreneurial agency were identified, which include
“professional agency’, "teacher agency”, “self-care agency", "political agency”, " women

agency’, "relational agency" and "children's agency"
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INTRODUCTION

Entrepreneurial agency is the ability of people to recognize and exploit business
potential and create new value. It is a complicated term influenced by a variety of
psychological, social, cultural, and economic aspects. The multifaceted nature of this
concept and the complexity of the processes involved require the need to study it
from an interdisciplinary perspective. However, adopting this method and specifying
the disciplines that can be understood by combining and integrating them, in the first
step requires knowing the body of knowledge of agency. In order to identify related
fields and theoretical frameworks as well as to give recognition to common and
flexible fields in the entrepreneurial agency, this research employs the scientometric
analysis method to investigate the semantic network. In order to find answers to the
following questions, 18060 articles in English from the WOS database were analyzed
using the scientometric analysis method.

1) What are the clusters of knowledge that exist in the topic of agency?
2) What does the keyword of agency mean in each of the knowledge clusters?
3) What are the most influential articles and authors involved in agency research?

4) What are the specialized terms composed of agency similar to entrepreneurial
one that defines agency in a specialized field?

5) What scientific disciplines and fields can be integrated into an interdisciplinary
approach to study entrepreneurial agency?

METHODOLOGY

18060 English articles were retrieved and refined from the Web of Science database.
Then, they were evaluated utilizing vosviewer software and scientometric technique
such as the keyword co-occurrence analysis, author and reference citations, and the
annual publication process of articles.

FINDINGS

The findings revealed that the concept of "agency" expanded and developed during
three time periods. From 1800 to 1960, it was used to describe the function, effect,
factor, or cause of a phenomenon, such as causes of a sickness or the occurrence of
an event. One of the other meanings is “organization,” which encompasses public and
government entities (National, federal, state, voluntary, health, and social, all related
to social work, as well as the International Atomic Energy Agency). This word can
also be used to introduce a firm or company. Private service providers include
advertising, urban planning agencies, and propaganda agencies. This phrase can also
refer to the agency, representation, and legal power of a person or organization. It
comes from business law and deals with a collection of contractual, quasi-contractual,
and non-contractual fiduciary relationships, in which, a representative or agent is
allowed to act on behalf of another person (principal).
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ABSTRACT

Entrepreneurial agency, defined as people's ability to discover and exploit business
opportunities and create new value, is a complicated notion that necessitates an
interdisciplinary approach and the integration of various views. Adopting this approach in the
first step requires understanding the knowledge-based agencies and selecting related fields,
which in this article is done through the scientometric analysis method. 18060 English-
language items from the WOS database were selected and evaluated. The co-citation analysis
of sources indicated five major clusters: Sociology, organization and management, agency
theory, neuroscience/cognitive science, and psychology. The authors' co-citation analysis
revealed seven theoretical groups. The co-occurrence analysis of key phrases and time trends
revealed that concepts such as agency theory, human agency, and structure-agency duality
originated in the 1970s and 1980s, but newer concepts such as teacher agency and
entrepreneurial agency arose more recently. The findings revealed that the concept of agency
evokes diverse interpretations depending on the field researched upon. In economics and law,
it refers to representation and the principal-agent relationship. In public administration and
political science, it refers to an organization or firm that performs a function for another. In
philosophy, sociology, psychology, education, cognitive science, and neuroscience, it refers to
the capacity, condition, or state of executing an action or exerting power, as well as the human
ability to perform conscious and purposeful activities. Finally, to investigate entrepreneurial
agency at the individual level, an integrated study of psychology and the social sciences is
proposed.
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4. Establish partnerships with community organizations for service-learning
opportunities

5. Develop assessment tools to measure character development outcomes

Future research could explore the long-term effects of character development
programs on graduates' professional and personal lives, as well as investigate the
potential differences in the character development across various academic
disciplines and cultural contexts.

NOVELTY
This study contributes to the existing literature by:

1. Developing a comprehensive, empirically-based model for the students’
character development in higher education, integrating empowering, personality,
social, and ethical dimensions.

2. Providing a mixed-method analysis of the character development in the
context of Iranian universities, offering insights that may be applicable to other
cultural contexts.

3. Identifying specific strategies and environmental factors within universities
that contribute to student character formation, which can guide policy and program
development in higher educational institutions.

4. Proposing a holistic framework that balances academic knowledge with
character development, addressing the growing need for ethically-minded
professionals in an increasingly complex global environment.

5. Offering a nuanced understanding of how different aspects of the university
environment (curriculum, teaching methods, extracurricular activities, and
institutional culture) interact to shape student character.
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Qualitative findings corroborated the quantitative results, with experts
emphasizing the importance of these four aspects in fostering the students’
character development. The thematic analysis of interview data yielded three main
themes:

1. Holistic approach to education
2. Integration of ethics across disciplines
3. Creating opportunities for reflective practice and experiential learning

Experts highlighted the need for a balance between academic knowledge and the
character development, suggesting that universities should:

1. Incorporate ethics courses across all disciplines

2. Provide mentorship programs pairing students with faculty and industry
professionals

3. Offer service-learning opportunities and community engagement projects

4. Foster a campus culture that promotes diversity, inclusivity, and ethical
decision-making

Despite the gap between ideals and realities, Iranian universities have made
progress in educating committed and ethically responsible youth compared to the
past and other countries. However, challenges remain, including resource
constraints and the need for faculty training in character education.

CONCLUSION

This research, by presenting a comprehensive model for the students’ character
development, emphasizes the university's key role in shaping students' personality
and character. The findings can inform the design of educational, cultural, and
social programs in universities to enhance the character.

It is recommended that universities develop effective strategies for nurturing
student character by focusing on the four identified dimensions: empowering,
personality, social, and ethical attitudes. This approach can contribute to educating
a generation of graduates with high personal, social, and ethical skills, enabling
them to integrate effectively into society and fulfill their impactful roles.

To implement these findings, universities should:
1. Revise curricula to include character development components
2. Provide training for faculty on integrating character education in their teaching

3. Expand extracurricular activities that promote ethical decision-making and
social responsibility



45-60 minutes each, explored participants' views on character development in
higher education and strategies for its enhancement.

The quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS (version 26) and AMOS
(version 24) for descriptive and inferential statistics, including exploratory and
confirmatory factor analysis, and structural equation modeling. Qualitative data
were subjected to thematic analysis using MAXQDA software (version 2020),
following Braun and Clarke's (2006) six-step approach.

The research propositions were formulated based on the literature review and
preliminary findings, hypothesizing positive relationships between university
environment factors and student character development dimensions.

FINDINGS

The results revealed that moral character significantly predicts the students'
academic performance and the development of ethical and social virtues and
attitudes. The data analysis identified four main dimensions in enhancing the
students’ character:

1. Empowering and virtue-oriented attitudes (including intellectual growth,
mindfulness, and self-efficacy)

2. Personality attitudes (including extraversion, agreeableness, and
conscientiousness)

3. Social attitudes (including novelty-seeking, harm avoidance, and active agency)

4. Ethical attitudes (including moral education, learning from experience, and
cultivation of human values)

The quantitative analysis showed strong correlations between the university
environment and the development of the students’ character (r = 0.72, p < 0.001).
The structural equation model demonstrated good fit indices (x2/df = 2.34, CFI =
0.95, TLI = 0.94, RMSEA = 0.06, SRMR = 0.04), supporting the proposed model of
the character development in higher education.

The factor analysis revealed that the university environment significantly
influenced the character development through four key aspects:

1. Curriculum design and content ( = 0.68, p < 0.001)
2. Teaching methods and faculty mentorship (f = 0.73, p < 0.001)
3. Extracurricular activities and student engagement (p = 0.65, p < 0.001)

4. Institutional culture and values (f = 0.70, p < 0.001)
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INTRODUCTION

Character, encompassing internalized values and habits, significantly influences
individual behavior. Universities, as crucial social contexts, play a pivotal role in
shaping the students' character through diverse interactions and situations. In
recent years, there has been a growing global focus on ethics and promoting ethical
behaviors. This trend is evident in the increasing number of published works on
ethical behaviors and their relationship with other variables in the university
environment.

The increasing complexity of organizations and the rise of unethical behaviors
in work environments have highlighted the necessity of creating and maintaining an
ethical work atmosphere for managers (Sabr, Masoumifar, & Mohammadi, 2019).
Additionally, the expansion of virtual spaces and social networks has intensified
ethical challenges such as cyberbullying and the spread of fake news (Sabzali et al.,
2022). These developments have increased the importance of focusing on personal
ethics in the current era.

This study aims to examine how universities help contribute the formation of
the students' character and design a comprehensive model for the character
development in higher education. The research addresses the following questions:

1. What are the key dimensions of the students’ character development in
higher education?

2. How do university environments influence the development of these
character dimensions?

3. What strategies can universities implement to enhance the students’
character development effectively?

METHODOLOGY

This study employed a mixed-method approach, classified as applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature. The data collection was done through
both field and library studies.

For the quantitative phase, the statistical population consisted of undergraduate
and graduate students from five major universities in Tehran. A stratified random
sampling method was used to select 290 participants, ensuring representation across
different academic disciplines. Data were collected using researcher-developed
questionnaires based on existing literature and pilot studies. The questionnaire
consisted of 60 items measuring various aspects of character development on a 5-
point Likert scale.

The qualitative phase involved in-depth interviews with 15 higher education
managers and experts, selected through purposive sampling. The interviews, lasting
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FINDINGS

The research method used in all these researches, except for one case, has been
qualitative method, and among them, a historical-descriptive method, discourse
analysis, paleontology, and Foucaultian genealogy have been dominant. Other
methods used are: representation, semiotics, ethnography, database, historical-
comparative, phenomenology, quantitative-qualitative content analysis.

The main themes that most of these researches have addressed are gender,
fashion and beauty, hijab and covering, especially with an emphasis on femininity
in Iranian modernity. It seems that the weakness of the tradition of social and
cultural historiography in Iran, as well as the heavy reliance on experimental data
obtained from limited experimental fields, or the limitation of research to a specific
time period, have made Iranian researchers tend to have less contextual and
multidimensional analyzes of the category of the body and related policies. On the
other hand, relying on ready-made problems in some researches sought similarity
and homogeneity in research designs.

Also, researchers have often used the combined theoretical/conceptual methods
and approaches. But according to the dominant approach, it can be said that the
researchers who are working and producing works in the field of sociology and
gender studies have been most interested in the field of body studies and politics in
Iran.

CONCLUSION

Most of these studies have been trapped in a kind of macro narrative of Iranian
modernity, and the relationship between politics and the body in Iran. Most of these
researchers, with the "history from above" approach, consider only the activism of
elites in these studies. Now that it is necessary to deeply understand the relationship
between politics and the body in contemporary Iran, the identification and
formations of numerous activists and of course, those who remain on the margins
should also be included in the agenda of the study. In other words, it was a matter
that had not been carefully researched in modernity studies in Iran on the one hand,
and body studies on the other.

NOVELTY

This is a systematic review of the most important works and researches conducted
in the field of body studies in social sciences in Iran during the last two decades.
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INTRODUCTION

From the Naseri era until now, the body has always been the issue of disputes,
conflicts and competition between social groups, political parties and different
discourses in Iran. Despite this, studies of the body in general and the the
relationship between the political system and the body in Iran in particular is a
nascent field that has not received serious attention by academic circles. Also, due to
reductionism in research tools and limited theories, these studies have not been able
to achieve satisfactory results. In the present research, we will try to have a
systematic review of the works and researches done in the field of body studies in
social sciences in Iran during the last two decades. The purpose of such a study, in
addition to summarizing and reviewing these researches, is to discover the
neglected areas so that we can have an ideal capacity for a deeper understanding of
the body as a cultural and social construct as well as politics in modern Iran. So we
will look for answers to these questions: What were the main themes used in these
studies? Where is the position of these researches in terms of problem-solving,
study tradition and methodology, and what are their strengths and weaknesses?
What are the main components that the findings of these researchers refer to? What
suggestions can be made in this field of study?

PURPOSE

The aim of this article to systematically review the works and researches carried out
in the field of body studies in social sciences in Iran during the last two decades. In
addition to summarizing the approaches, methods, issues, and findings, and
criticizing each of them, such a study can discover the neglected areas and provide
an ideal capacity for a deeper understanding of the body as a cultural, social, and
political construct in contemporary Iran. As such, in this research, we will seek
answers to these questions: What were the main themes used in these researches?
Where is the position of these researches in terms of problem-solving, study
tradition and methodology, and what are their strengths and weaknesses? What are
the main components that the findings of these researchers refer to? And finally, in
the future, what suggestions can be made in this field of study?

METHODOLOGY

The systematic review method has been the key to evaluate and summarize the
background of this research. The works we reviewed in the course included books,
articles written and published by Iranian and foreign researchers in relation to the
subject of politics and body studies in Iran over the last two decades. Articles and
theses are identified by searching through scientific databases such as SID,
MAGIRAN, ENSANI, NOORMAGS as well as Iran's scientific information
database (Ganj) using keywords related to the base of body studies in social
sciences. To analyze these texts, we used the qualitative content analysis method and
in this process, researcher's self-review technique to check reliability, validity.
conformability and the steps of screening were applied.
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ABSTRACT

From the Naserite era until now, the body has always been the issue of disputes, conflicts
and competition between social groups, political parties and different discourses in Iran.
Despite this, studies of the body, in general, the relationship between the political system
and the body in Iran, in particular, is a new domain that has not received serious attention
from academic circles in the country. The present article is a systematic review of the
researches accomplished in this field over the last two decades. Such a study, in addition to
providing an analysis of approaches, methods, issues, and findings of these studies, and
reviewing the weaknesses and strengths of the existing research, can identify the neglected
fields in this domain and lead to a deeper understanding of the issue of the body as a social
and political construct in the contemporary Iranian society. As such, relying on the
analysis of the content and themes of the available sources, we are looking for a systematic
analysis of the problematic, study tradition and methodology of these studies. The
findings show that the most basic problem of these researchers is to study the role and
place of the body in the process of nation building and modernity in Iran, or the body as a
factor of conflict between power (political sovereignty) and Iranian social groups and
activists. Also, the tradition of sociology with two theoretical approaches, post-
structuralist and structuralist, can be considered as the dominant approach in the studies
of politics and the body in Iranian social sciences during the last two decades..
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