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1. Woodward, Dixon & Jones
2. Social formations
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4. interactive views

5. communicative turn
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3 RS (w3 (e Cupilg) 4 Lo .J.sle.).::sr.a): Cld g bl ((”LG";

S L iy Sl S8 B3 e (- LbmComdlsh 31 5525 Lo ) 2 sl
SRy b by e 0T 51 55 5 (G S aie 4 b e Coadly ) Sy
L ool (stuliny (oS00 (Camdly) ¢ 5sleas . Canlaglud] (Laddfals)) o
23 ie) i b las 5 65 Coamdly b 6 e Joaiegna B0 glasSS
Js 5 Jaaiio co)bdir 850 alamdly b @ 5 (gl Sl i glaolSs o
(o o sl ol ol (Rl SCacbdls G ladSis s 25 540)
JEREKT e olids i 3)l3 SIS (GBI 580 pslde 5 b ol da
Sy €L ol (SuBens 3l pl ¢en Oler s oles (S
5 il Glaas S (Siwgy 5 dapladl Sl 5 adins s (Soangey plaj=liad
Lalal Glaads 55l isls Calises (glaoy s> u.(:_.»ﬁ JURGI b PR W v

o S5 15Tyl (SWoS ol ol 5 (el lisas oS3y Y
LSS L 0l e 1) slarl sl o (slalarly e8] (S5 g 5me ol S
3503 (S S s g (VAP 51A¥0) L 5 s wlulia sl
Sladaly sLaolSussn (1,5, (gladaly sLaolSulsn :(1FY=VA0 (Y VY (5 =ls)
GlrelSis S —aKaalb b Slatallies solSisn S S b LS ror ot
S o3 aS b 1w SOl dagladaes a8 U S e 13 b s ladal,
o oS s el (ST pale labaly (Lol 5 (2l Sld o) S
Slioe st 2355 50 037508 S (s po ool 5 it le 3l (Sl lias ol
Food G5 L s e Sl lias slaay i ) 5los 8 Cib (sipains ol

el 0l rbu‘ Lg\«b‘)iﬁﬁ.«& og.lg; 3 wb— Lg)bﬁ(sj.@.;u ((‘5.2..\32-

1. deteministic relational views
2. co-deterministic relational (or interactional) views
3. deep relational (or transactional) views

Sl pgle s ghandiils Dlalllae

f.
Y‘ B)LQ-:IL\;A)}}
VEY ks
Y




S poke 3 gl ts Anlas
f

iy (Gos) iyl
d.uL'..f« o jE;»jl s

155 s (Slakasly o0 ¥'-Y
9 é% B e aal® “Jjj?.- 6\.&0@@.) - J)\) ddxie dujuﬂ‘j Lhéwls J:J.M.g
il b 5 olSuss pl o dlisay (5 o558 0l 5o 0l ol b
c.,\lj_ibun c.,U\)} ((\;K LS‘dJ‘"‘) &Uﬁo@.)i))) Y L&og.,\ib U'i‘ J‘.\iL@j )‘ Lg“d"’bj L.’.j:’.
DS e CS e g sladl g ol aadlas Gy b o o /3 aallas )
CoasSe 5 omeds) St an ladaly (65,5 55 3 easlge cpl 31 (1S 00
‘5J_7dl.;_w) Jﬁd‘é_bb 4_&0\9- o Ojs‘ Lo éLgd‘YJJ.w‘ U’l\ Ls OKJQQJ U'l\ ol (\qu
o J.Sggo So9d ;,Ju.a &L&o}a\ Ajfﬂm L;OLQ:&" wsla,bs-La S 3l cmsg;c L;f..b)
o S Jaals 5l plaeSC 5 L S Gl e ajlis b (6313 e ggdo 53 oanw 35ke
Sla S 0d S s o e (las o d e cailsy sla ) ol 55l Slusl gdle
5N Sam ((S5dm 5 Gla S B 5 (995 Sl gladul b m L Llgs b
ol asues 4 STLOFA=VEA Y Y (ls) 508 o 4 S odsl sl 3l o ligls
s 5 J30) Canla g,y adé (gl Jailsy andllas S j5bay (slabal, S5
S 3 e g5 Ll LSl 5l (gledaily G315 g Lol (Y=Y (Y0 NY
sl 31 asblS S blazul 580 glasies bl (ol 55 a5 Gl sz
(\?V AR cj-l.;b) bj.jvdﬂ
Y e s .- e E (> -

23 (SL)y S o Gl Cod S (Sl Lulay ol 0L ) S 5 et 4
Tl 2555 Sl Labegd slaplsie L 5 ol pgh elamnl 5 slaslpsle
et Ll U “(es 5033l 4 l2in H e liii s s St
) 5 $25515 VAIVY (X ¥ a9 O sSUd) 59d oo 4Ll (6350330
(Y"\O—\‘ v Y § ng&M}J)‘j}j‘g A=Q (Y )) ‘&SJ Jﬁu YY-YO (Y09

5= SO g S s o U Las Sy ol i, S e sl aws ol 53 50

1. Wellman and Berkowitz
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1. Practice Theory

2. Critical Relaism

3. Elder-vass

4. Morphogenetic Approach

5. New Institutionalism
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1. Burkitt

2. McFarlane

3. Pleasants

4. reification

5. embodiement
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1. transcendence

2. Holloway

3. linear causality

4. circular causality

5. recursive causality

6. relational causality

7. flat ontology

8. Marston, Woodward & Jones
9. Brassier

10. Deleuzean ontology

11 process philosophy

12. ontology of difference
13. ontology of immanence
14. ontology of becoming
15. single-level ontology
16. assemblage ontology
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1. transactional sociology

2. none-representational/ more-than-representational theories

3. Thrift

4. McCormack

5. fields of transaction
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2.Sign

3. Poststructuralist
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5. Peters & Burbules
6.Jacques Derrida

7. Deconstruction

8. Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences
9. Ferdinand de Saussure

10. Charles Sanders Peirce
11. Meaning

12. The Treachery Of Images

Sl gl s ghndiils Dlalllae

\IL

Y’ B)\Mﬁlh\;&)}é
VEY Gt
Y ok




Sl r_,).c P GMdnile Slallae
\ld|

el ik

T B P e o 0 CARVECR [ * P PUUNIC RN P
DI @ il |y b slitiailis Aol o Ko 5LG opl 3 .Sl osls y 5 s
J\jJ_SL;ag_a.ijaSJL:Jj}ﬁ‘))bbbﬁ(ﬁ&)))ﬁydwdT%l&jjow
D13 als ((SHHws g0 5 (Sl 55550 @ |y ailis delgs o jlate 1 5 dod= Sl sl
W\&)Kg.::\;mﬂgjd\s%@bgw)\ cw‘émé‘)}‘\s%ﬁ:v%}dﬂ;‘).}
i salis 5 S5y ) ka5 355 e B el 3l e s SBil plel

LS e (1S

LCeci nest pas une fufie.

o

1Y 4 (g Kot 31 (G (333 oy S o) (sl S35 LY g 0

https://www.wikiart.org :isLs

.C«..w\J_A;UJ.!G\@'Jbéju\jd&udu&bj_{:j)w)bjlw\ 2335 s

3wlon ol 5 (L 5 3lalsy gll 3| O 2 4SS glsn Lli oS glasSa
wsle oLl 1y (gl ShbsLulay L;udj sl 3 SO0 sl el (S e (ol s
Bl el oSz Ll casls y iioliw o Ol b aglse 5o 15 ax S1 .ol
] | RO R TG os)jlzéol:w@&w&\@ﬁéﬁ)&)@%}i&ﬁ&ﬂ;l o)
sk aalllas (Lol (GaSLS g5 e 6 ool Dl 055 ) S sy
aS s Sa Sl ys ST (ilalsn & k5 L S ey S sleas C3Ln (5l

sﬁwlbfo.\.i:;b:\i)]m_jjl;bdgnkwLUJ\)‘obﬁ

1. This is not a pipe (Ceci n'est pas une pipe)
2. Rene Magritte
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4. semiotics
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2. Klaus Speidel

3. University Of Applied Arts Vienna

4. René Magritte: From arbitrary signs to elective affinities. Painting against the imaginary bounds

of the imagination.

5. Word - Paintings Rene Magritte
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1. Parergon

2. Critique of Judgment
3. The Truth in Painting
4. Ergon
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1. The Garden Party

2. Katherine Mansfield
3. Doubt

4. Perplexity

5. Relativism
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1. Dissemination
2. Dialogue of Phaedrus
3. Harland
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In "The Treachery of Images," the search for a fixed meaning is a futile and vain
endeavor, while the scope of possibility for the evocation of various meanings is
boundless. When confronted with "The Treachery of Images," since each viewer's
cultural and sociological preconceptions are involved in interpreting what they see
and are influential in their perceptual process, proving any single or pre-defined
meaning for the work seems impossible. Therefore, in the cycle of "reading/viewing,"
the audience is initially directed toward the text itself rather than the author's
intended concepts. In fact, the text becomes ineffective when placed under the
author's intention, and only the "viewer's reaction” determines, under the influence
of the pollination of meaning, what the text refers to.

CONCLUSION

Jacques Derrida's theory of deconstruction has opened up countless opportunities for
researchers and thinkers in various fields today. This approach, by deconstructing
numerous structures and reconstructing the resulting components, has forged new
horizons in the creation of meaning. Through the analysis conducted in this research,
it becomes evident that 37 years before Derrida drew the attention of contemporary
philosophical circles to the controversial concept of "Derridean deconstruction,"
René Magritte quietly inscribed his own "Magrittean deconstruction manifesto” on
the wall of modern art with his painting "The Treachery of Images." This painting
reveals "one of the first horizons of post-structuralism.” With the interpretations and
analyses presented in this research, it can be inferred that Magritte's painting, from a
semiotic perspective, encompasses all the components of Derrida's deconstruction
and displays them with remarkable simplicity. This work is so self-sufficient for
approaching, visualizing, and interpreting Derrida's theory of deconstruction that it
can be said that if Derrida did not consider "The Treachery of Images" as a "model"
for the foundation of his theory, he undoubtedly drew "inspiration” from it.
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that suggests the pipe is situated in a specific place. However, this is only true of the
pipe itself; the surrounding environment of the pipe is suspended in a fluidity born
of weightlessness, placelessness, and timelessness. This same fluidity applies to the
accompanying text below the pipe, as it too is presented within the same space. None
of us have a clear understanding of the fluidity Magritte envisioned. The Magritte
pipe is deliberately placed in this void. This pipe cannot be seen elsewhere in this
form, as in our daily lives, an object is only definable within the cycle of its
relationship with other objects, not in an abstract and detached environment like "The
Treachery of Images'. Magritte uses this void as a device to purify the message he
wants to convey, beautifully and intelligently inviting the bustling, convention-filled
world outside the painting into the secluded, mysterious, and mesmerizing world
within.

Aporia in 'The Treachery of Images'

In the painting "The Treachery of Images," we encounter a type of doubt, confusion,
indecision, dilemma, and paradox. We are placed at a crossroads, lost. These are all
concepts that Derrida refers to as the "experience of aporia.” Derrida views ethics as
a matter related to the experience of aporia, a difficult endeavor towards decision-
making.

Here, it might be pertinent to mention one of the most influential literary lines in
world literature, which William Shakespeare employed in the play Hamlet: "To be, or
not to be, that is the question.” This conflict is evident in the nature of the "pipe" in
"The Treachery of Images": whether it is a pipe (as the image suggests) or not a pipe
(as the text asserts) is the question. Here, the viewer's perception of a fixed concept is
challenged by two visual elements: the image and the word, which have always been
used interchangeably. This results in an exceptional challenge and the experience of
aporia.

Doubt is the most important pillar of the concept of aporia. In "The Treachery of
Images," doubt takes a prominent form through what we "see" versus what we "read,"
making it difficult to distinguish between a true and false statement within the binary
opposition of "true and false." Here, the boundary between reality and truth is
minimized, and every viewer experiences the aporia that Derrida describes when

(PRl

confronted with René Magritte's "The Treachery of Images."
Pollination in 'The Treachery of Images’

Given the bold transformation of the conventional "reading/viewing" culture in "The
Treachery of Images," the inference of any meaning within this work is indicative of
a coordinate known as "intertextuality” within the same culture. This meaning arises
from the pollination of previous meanings and itself now actively contributes to the
succession of creating new meanings through another process of pollination.

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

55

Abstract




lntcrdisci{:]jnary Studies
in the Humanities

54

Volume 16
Issue 3
Summer 2024

Grammatology in 'The Treachery of Images’

To analyse "The Treachery of Images' from the perspective of Derrida's grammatology
or writing, the entire painting must be considered as a 'text. In "The Treachery of
Images, the sentence below the image of the pipe elegantly shifts the concept of
language from its spoken form to a written, enduring, and transparent form, and by the
contradiction it contains, it has further highlighted the importance of writing over
speech. If we show a picture of an apple to a child who cannot read or write, he will
immediately express the spoken form that belongs to the apple in the language. But
according to Derrida, this also shows that the child is aware of a 'primordial writing' or
logocentrism' and is able to read it; therefore, the image of the apple is a stimulus for
reading that ‘primordial writing' or logocentrism' and the act of speech in the child's
mind. It is clear that if Magritte had only painted a pipe on the canvas and stood beside
it to tell the viewers verbally: 'This is not a pipe,' he would never have achieved such
fame; rather, the spoken mind on the canvas in the form of a written sentence makes
the interpreting mind of man think thousands of times more. Our encounter with the
image of the pipe is also of the kind of primordial writing that Derrida refers to. Because
it evokes the word 'pipe’ in its 'spoken' form and is in a clear contradiction with its
‘written' form, namely the sentence 'this is not a pipe'. This painting, more than
anything, announces the absence of its painter. In fact, this was Magritte's intention: 'I
am not present and there is no explanation, and yet everything is eloquent'."

Difference in 'The Treachery of Iinages’

Derrida's concept of differance, simply put, is the difference and deferral at the
foundation of a proposition called 'meaning’. In "The treachery of Images', meaning is
only manifested in the shadow of difference and deferral. Here, too, the image refers to
an object called a pipe, and the word also refers to the same object, so there must be a
'difference and deferral' at work that makes the image and the word try to deny each
other to this extent. Now, just as Derrida did by replacing the letter 'e' with the letter 'a’
in the word differance to establish a new concept in the world of signs, Magritte also
does exactly the same thing in his painting by adding the word 'not' instead of 'is' in the
sentence 'this is not a pipe’, thus evoking the same difference and deferral intended by
Derrida in the meaning resulting from the pipeness of the object in the viewer's
perception of his work; in confronting this painting, it is as if a hidden voice constantly
whispers in the viewer's mind: 'This is a pipe'... while his eyes, seeing the sentence below
the image of the pipe, cannot confirm this inner voice; therefore, it can be said that
Magritte has somehow drawn the differance intended by Derrida in advance."

Parergon in 'The Treachery of Iimages’

Derrida defines a parergon as an element that determines the relationship between
the inside and outside of a painting's frame, proving that this frame is a "potentially
permeable boundary." Magritte depicts the pipe in a realistic manner, with shading



components of Derrida's deconstruction theory are introduced and explained in a
comprehensive and clear manner. During this process, the corresponding, semantic,
and conceptual relationships between the elements of the theory and the signs present
in the painting are aligned in such a way that, with the necessary interpretations, the
reader can practically visualize the theory within the painting. Finally, by
interpreting, hermeneutically analyzing, and synthesizing the results, the final
conclusions are drawn.

FINDINGS

Prior to the interpretation of corresponding signs between the components of
deconstruction and their analogous application to "The Treachery of Images,' the
foundations of deconstruction theory have been extensively explained and
introduced in the main body of the article. However, in this summary, we will focus
on the interpretation and matching of the signs present in the painting with Derrida’s
theory:

Logocentrism in 'The Treachery of Images’

René Magritte, in "The Treachery of Images,' satirizes the logocentrism of Western
metaphysics and directs it towards an unexpected challenge. Based on the concept of
logocentrism, the viewer of this work cannot tolerate the contradiction between the
image and the sentence beneath it and finds it incompatible with logic. The word
'pipe, as speech, has more value and authority than its written form, and the ‘word'
itself has a nature as the origin of all phenomena of existence; therefore, it is only the
circle of writing that misleads us in judging the word 'pipe,” whose corresponding
image we also see in the painting, because writing is a dead substitute that is formed
in the absence of spoken language."

Binary Oppositions in 'The Treachery of Images’

Magritte, in this painting, explicitly expresses the binary opposition between
'word/image' in the history of Western metaphysics and rebels against the dominant
aspect, namely the word, giving credit to the subordinate aspect, the image. In this
way, for years, images have been bound and employed by words until we come to this
painting: the image of the pipe is depicted so realistically and boldly on the canvas
that it constantly draws our attention away from its word (in the sentence below) and,
better yet, heralds the end of the historical law of 'image in the service of describing
the word' and proves that the image alone is capable of appearing in the evocation of
a mystery based on signs, even if a word tries to chain it. Although in this painting, it
seems, on the contrary, that it is the words that are employed by the image and
announce their own destruction in the face of it. In this painting, based on a
deconstructive reading, the truth and correctness of the sentence below the image of
the pipe cannot eliminate the 'visual concept of the pipe'."
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INTRODUCTION

In his controversial 1966 essay, "Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the
Human Sciences," Derrida introduced a new current in the realm of criticism and
redefined the term "deconstruction.” On the other hand, the painting "The Treachery
of Images" or "This is not a pipe" (Image 1) by the Belgian surrealist painter René
Magritte seems to have foreshadowed the unknown and emerging post-structuralist
perspective for the audience, even before Derrida. In this painting, Magritte boldly
challenges and rebels against the previous rules of semiotics, effectively redefining the
sign within his work. From a new and unconventional angle, he compels the rules of
signs towards "self-destruction” and "self-construction.” In his work, the image of a
pipe, which is itself a sign, declares its independence from the word or term "pipe,"
which is another sign, and thus inaugurates a new chapter in the approach to
semiotics.

Ceci 7i-est pas une jufee .

Image 1. René Magritte, "The Treachery of Images" (This is not a pipe), 1929.
Source: https://www.wikiart.org/

"Undoubtedly, this work is worthy of consideration in explaining Derrida's
deconstructive semiotic approach. In such a way that it might be possible, relying on
it, to speak of the invention of 'Magrittean deconstruction’ before the invention of
‘Derridean deconstruction’. This painting has revealed 'one of the first horizons of
post-structuralism'. Although Derrida praised it upon encountering it, he never
mentioned the inspiration drawn from the idea of this artwork in shaping and
founding his theory. This research, a fundamental theoretical study using a library-
based method, aims to introduce and fully explain the most important theoretical
components of deconstruction theory, while conducting a comparative study of René
Magritte's 'The Treachery of Images' with Jacques Derrida's 'deconstruction’ theory
in a way that reveals the corresponding relationship between the painting and the
aforementioned theory."

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a qualitative methodology, utilizing a library-based approach
to gather and compile research materials and theoretical resources from various
sources, including articles, books, and interviews with scholars in fields such as
structuralism, post-structuralism, deconstruction, the sign, and semiotics, as well as
René Magritte's painting 'The Treachery of Images. Initially, the primary
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ABSTRACT

In 1966, Derrida's groundbreaking essay "Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the
Human Sciences” introduced a paradigm that has since opened countless avenues for
researchers. By deconstructing existing structures and reconstructing their components,
this approach has ushered in new horizons for the creation of meaning. A comparative
analysis within this research reveals that 37 years before Derrida, with his "Derridean
Deconstruction,” drew philosophical attention to this contentious concept, René Magritte,
with his painting "The Treachery of Images," had quietly painted his own "Magrittean
Deconstruction Manifesto" on the canvas of modern art. This painting is considered "one
of the first horizons of post-structuralism.” Although Derrida praised this painting, he never
acknowledged the inspiration it provided in shaping and grounding his theory. This
foundational, qualitative, library-based research aims to conduct a comparative study of
Magritte's "The Treachery of Images" and Derrida's theory of "deconstruction” to unveil the
hidden correspondence between the painting and the theory. By introducing and
comprehensively explaining the key theoretical components of deconstruction, including
logocentrism, binary oppositions, grammatology, différance, parergon, aporia, and
dissemination, and by mapping them onto the painting, this article concludes that Derrida
seems to have adopted these concepts from the painting as a model to approach, visualize,
and interpret his theory. Ultimately, this painting alone is sufficient, explicit, and
comprehensive to visualize and manifest the components of deconstruction.

Keywords: “The Treachery of Images” painting, Derrida, Magritte, sign, deconstruction
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the necessary capability to export products, are unable to do so due to certain
conditions prevailing in the country, which does not necessarily mean their inability
to achieve economic development. "Using new technologies" is a sufficient condition
but not a necessary one. Indeed, the use of new technologies in the design,
production, and marketing processes for handicraft products can exert a stimulating
influence on economic development, but it is not essential.

CONCLUSION

The difference of economic value added in creative industries from that of traditional
industries is the integration of creative ideas into the economic system. If we
prioritize economic value, we can obtain economic growth in the case of artisan
workshops, which can be called innovative systems. Creative ideas will produce not
only economic development in the long-term, but will also drive evolution in the
economic system. Therefore, consumers of handicraft industries actively seek
freshness in products and do not favor repeatability in design and production
methods. Considering the economic and active marketing conditions, handmade
products need to maintain freshness and meet consumer needs. While focusing on
economic value added can address the needs of artisan workshops in the short term,
it will eventually lead to audience disinterest. Therefore, positioning in an innovative
system can help maintain economic development in artisan workshops.

NOVELTY

Creative industries in Iran is an emerging topic that some studies have addressed, but
so far in Iran, there has been no comprehensive research that looks at the subject of
handicrafts in the context of the art economy with a creative industries approach, and
from this perspective, the present research has a new approach.
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INTRODUCTION

Creative industries are often considered those that are related to art, entertainment,
media, fashion, film industry, or publishing. The term creative industries are most
commonly used in the UK, where strategies for expanding creative industries began
in 1997 (Collins, 2019:11). Creative industries have a strong ability to produce
creative solutions and generate products and services that are new in their markets
(Boucher & Roy, 2020: xi). Among a wide spectrum of creative industries, the supply
and demand situation of handicrafts and traditional arts in Iran, depending on
temporal and spatial conditions, have played a role in shaping the cultural and
economic space of society. Handicrafts are quickly profitable and require minimal
capital, yet the knowledge related to them is not imported, so they can provide a
suitable platform for economic development. Since in creative industries, the added
economic value and production of creative ideas are drivers of development, the aim
of this research is to examine the factors influencing economic development in
handicraft production workshops to determine which priority will lead to further
development.

METHODOLOGY

In this article, a qualitative comparative analysis method was used to collect data from
two ways i.e. library and interviews. Therefore, 24 handicraft workshops that have
been able to achieve relative success and economic development have been non-
randomly selected. Then, two criteria, "economic value added" and "creative idea
generation,” were evaluated. The selected samples were asked to choose one of the
two independent variables as their top priority. Furthermore, the two dependent
variables, "use of new technologies" in the design, production, and marketing process
of the product as the third criterion, and success in "exporting the produced products"
as the fourth criterion were selected for a more accurate analysis. Qualitative
comparative analysis, contrary to statistical methodology based on linear algebra, is
based on Boolean algebra. Here, the cases are examined as a combination of subsets,
based on membership and non-membership in sets. Therefore, for examining the
data and answering the question of which factor, economic value added or creative
idea generation, has a greater impact on economic development in the handicraft
workshop, the data has been evaluated.

FINDINGS

For economic development in handicraft production workshops, prioritizing the
factor of "creative idea generation" is essential, while prioritizing the factor of
"economic value" is not necessary. Also, prioritizing creative idea generation for
economic development in handicraft workshops is sufficient. The factor of "exporting
products produced” is a non-essential and insufficient condition for economic
development. This is because many handicraft production workshops, despite having
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ABSTRACT

The term ‘Creative Industries’ refers to a new analytical definition of industrial economy
components. It involves delivering creative ideas (input) and producing intellectual content
(output). Handicraft creations are considered a sub-branch of the creative industries that
contribute to the economic growth of nations. This research mainly investigates the factors
impacting the economic development in handicraft production workshops. The main
question is: Which economic value or the production of creative ideas has a greater
influence on the economic development in these workshops? This is a qualitative
comparative analysis. The data were collected from both library research and interviews
with 24 handicraft production workshops that have achieved moderate success and
economic development in a non-random selection process. Surveys were used to gather
data, with qualitative information being converted into quantitative ones. The results
indicate that prioritizing the production of creative ideas is sufficient for economic
development in craft workshops. Exporting manufactured products is not necessary for
economic development, while new technologies are sufficient but unnecessary. Economic
value can drive economic prosperity in handicraft production workshops if it is aligned with
an innovation system.

Keywords: economy of art, economic value, creative idea, handicrafts
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NOVELTY

So far, no study has been conducted on the feminization of elite migration in Iran
using critical phenomenology. Therefore, the difference between this and previous
studies is their subject matter and methodology applied.
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INTRODUCTION

Many highly educated women in Iran seek to migrate to other countries, especially
the West in order to access better facilities and educational opportunities available in
those counties. Given that women are considered a valuable human resource, such
migration can have significant implications for Iranian society.

PURPOSE

Identifying the life experiences of Iranian women from the advantages of studying
and working in the universities of Boston, the repulsive areas for working life and
studying in Iran and generally discovering experiences of Iranian women, from the
advantages of living in America from a like-minded person are key aspects of this
study. Also, in this research, an attempt is made to delve into the meanings that
immigrant and educated women give to studying in the universities of Boston, a US
city, and especially the diverse lifestyles in this country.

METHODOLOGY

This qualitative study employed a phenomenological approach to investigate the
factors motivating Iranian women to migrate to the United States. Purposive
sampling was used to select research population. As mentioned, in the
phenomenological research, the purposive sampling is used to select the desired
samples and units. The seven-step method of Colaizzi and Diekelman was used to
analyze the data in this interpretive phenomenological study.

FINDINGS

The study was aimed to identifying the lived experiences of Iranian female students
regarding their advantages of studying and working at universities in Boston, the
deterrents to living, working, and studying in Iran, and overall, to discover their lived
experiences regarding the advantages of living in the United States. The research
sought to find the meanings that migrant, educated women attribute to studying at
universities in Boston, and especially to the diverse lifestyles in that country.

CONCLUSION

The interviewed women, emphasizing their high level of education in Iran and
familiarity with Western liberal culture, cited patriarchal stereotypes in Iran, the
dominance of traditional lifestyles, and the prevalence of politics in the public sphere
as obstacles to expressing their talents and excelling in their field of studies.
Throughout the interviews, the participants insisted on the dominance of this neo-
patrimonial culture in Iran and considered their migration to be a consequence of
this culture.
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ABSTRACT

Many highly-educated women in Iran are constantly migrating abroad to access excellent
facilities and take advantage of appropriate educational amenities. Considering that women
are part of the useful human resources, their migration can have consequences for Iranian
society. In this article, using the qualitative method and the phenomenological approach, we
examined the underlying factors for the migration of women to the United States. The
sampling method is purposive or criterion-based. In a phenomenological research, the
purposive sampling strategy is used to select the desired samples and units. The seven-step
Claizzi (Claizzi) and Diekmann analysis methods, which are used in the interpretive
phenomenological approach, were employed in this study. Identifying the lived experiences
of Iranian female students about the advantages of studying and working at universities in
Boston, the push factors for living, working and studying in Iran, and generally discovering
the lived experiences of Iranian female students are among the main objectives of this research.
In this study, we intend to find the meanings that migrant and educated women give to
studying at universities in Boston, and especially the diverse lifestyles in that country. The
interviewees, emphasizing their high education in Iran and familiarity with the liberal culture
of the West, mentioned categories such as patriarchal stereotypes in Iran, the dominance of
the traditional lifestyle, and the dominance of politics over the public sphere as obstacles to
their self-expression. During the interviews, they insisted on the prevalence of this neo-
patrimonial culture in Iran and considered their migration as an outcome of this culture.

Keywords: International migration, feminization of migration, neo-patrimonial culture,
lived experiences, Iranian migrant, female students, inefficiency of educational system
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contexts and backgrounds of economic violence, as one of the forms of domestic
violence, based on the narratives and lived experiences of women.
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FINDINGS

The findings derived from semi-structured interviews conducted with 26 married
women in the city of Mashhad, along with their narratives and statements regarding
the contexts and underpinnings of financial violence within the family, categorized
into a total of 48 initial concepts. These were further categorized into seven themes:
"Lack of constructive spousal relationships,” "Family as a catalyst for violence,"
"Gender stereotypes and violence," "Women's subordination within the power
hierarchy of the family," "Patriarchy and male hegemony," "
social-economic crises," and "Legal gaps and the neglect of women's economic rights."
Based on the findings, it can be concluded that access to money and financial

Women as victims of

resources within the family embodies gendered concepts and is considered a
cornerstone of power within family structure. Furthermore, the intertwining of issues
in the contemporary era has led to many social events being closely linked to
economic crises and problems. Factors such as the financial instability of the spouse
and the presence of financial crises in society were highlighted by participants as
influential aspects related to the economic contexts of financial violence against
women.

CONCLUSION

Most studies conducted in the field of family sociology in Iran have been based on
the general idea that women are confined to the home and subjected to male
dominance. However, the findings of the research by Sharifi-Sa’i and Azad armaki
(2021) indicate that, among the younger generations of women, the widespread
exercise of power and male dominance within families has diminished. This change
may be influenced by social transformations, increased awareness and economic
empowerment of women, as well as their agency within the family. As demonstrated
by the findings of this research, the level of women's education and employment, the
expansion of their social networks, and the educational level of men contribute to a
more equitable distribution of power within the family and enhance women's agency
in financial decision-making. This situation suggests that women’s awareness—being
influenced by external employment, empowerment, and income generation, even at
the household level through entrepreneurial activities (Mir-Hosseini et al., 2023)—
may increase, thereby enhancing their decision-making power in their lives.
Consequently, access to financial resources might play a less significant role than
previously assumed in influencing their agency in financial matters within the family.

NOVELTY

The innovation of this study lies in conducting a qualitative and in-depth
investigation that addresses the hidden and complex dimensions of economic
violence against women in the family. It benefits from interdisciplinary research in
sociology and economics and adopts a gender-sensitive approach to identify the
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INTRODUCTION

Violence against women, commonly referred to as domestic violence, is a significant
issue within sociology and a manifestation of human rights violations. It manifests in
various forms and affects women's lives in multiple ways. This phenomenon is not
confined to a specific class or society rather engages individuals from all backgrounds,
races, and social strata. According to the World Health Organization, one in three
women worldwide experience some form of violence and is affected by it (World Health
Organization, 2018). Therefore, exploring domestic violence as a social problem, which
can influence other aspects of society, is of particular importance (Yekehkar & Hosseini,
2018: 49). The rise of violence against women globally has been established (Bousrap et
al., 2020) and encompasses various forms, including physical violence, psychological
violence, sexual violence, verbal violence, social violence, and economic violence.
Economic violence against women by their partners consists of behaviors that put the
wife in financial distress, complicating the livelihood of women without income. This
form of violence has distinct manifestations and components; among these are any
economic exploitation by the partner, failure to provide living expenses, creating
financial hardship for the woman and children, not recognizing financial autonomy for
the spouse, interfering with her income and savings, damaging the wife's personal
belongings, excessively scrutinizing household expenditures, and compelling the
spouse to relinquish her rights and income to the husband (Yekehkar et al., 2019:51;
Sharbatian et al., 2016: 57). In this context, the aim of the present research is to
separately investigate the issue of economic violence perpetrated by husbands against
their wives with a gendered perspective, and to gain a profound understanding of the
unarticulated dimensions and both overt and covert aspects of the economic violence
against women within the family by intertwining sociological and economic
dimensions of this issue.

METHODOLOGY

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach with a case study strategy,
considering all married women in the city of Mashhad as the target population.
Subsequently, interviews were conducted with 26 of these women from 13 different
districts of Mashhad. The participants included a nearly equal representation of
employed and housekeeping married women, encompassing a wide range of
educational backgrounds from below a high school diploma to doctoral degrees. The
sampling method employed in this study was purposive and convenient, with the
sampling process continuing until data saturation was achieved. The data collection
tool used was semi-structured interviews. For data analysis, thematic analysis was
utilized. Initially, the data from each interview were coded and analyzed in relation
to the other interviews, where similar patterns and themes were extracted and
categorized. Ultimately, this led to the identification of several main categories,
subcategories, and initial concepts.
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ABSTRACT

Violence against women is one of the most critical issues in sociology and an example of
human rights violations that occur widely at the global level. One of the dimensions of this
violence is financial or economic mostly perpetrated by husbands, making the life of women
without income difficult by putting them in financial distress. The present article is based
on an interdisciplinary study in sociology and economics, employing a gender-oriented
approach within women's and family studies. This is a qualitative research, in which, semi-
structured interviews were utilized as the data collection tool. The statistical population
consists of married women in the city of Mashhad, from which 26 individuals were
purposefully selected from the city's thirteen districts. The sampling method was purposive
and accessible, while thematic analysis was employed for data interpretation. Overall, the
findings indicate that seven subcategories—including "lack of constructive relationships
among spouses,” "family as a context for violence," "gender stereotypes and violence,"
"women's subordination in the family power structure,” "patriarchy and male hegemony,"
"women as victims of socio-economic crises," and "legal gaps and the neglect of women's
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economic rights"—serve as underlying factors contributing to the emergence of economic
violence. The results suggest that considering the socio-economic transformations, the
experience of financial violence among women has the potential to proliferate, impacting
their lives significantly.
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e Introducing "flat ontology" as a (deep) relational and co-disciplinary ontological
foundation.

® Developing a systematic epistemic framework for co-disciplinarity based on the
philosophical stance of flat ontology.

o Tllustrating methodological principles for leading single-disciplines towards co-
disciplinary fields, addressing co-disciplinary methodological shortcomings and
gaps, and developing trans-disciplines.

e Opening up new knowledge horizons, such as neuroscience and cognitive
sciences, to the various basic and applied sciences systematically, and enriching their
content.

¢ Recognizing the interconnected dimensions of knowledge, including the mental
and embodied, subjective/internal and objective/external, ideal and material,
societal/collective and individual, and unconscious and conscious, based on the
philosophical foundation of flat ontology.

o Delineating the necessary philosophical foundation for the comprehensive
understanding and conceptualization of integrated human-societal processes and
dynamism, applicable in various disciplines.
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Ostrom, 2005, 28, 11-16), providing a meta-theoretical language for assembling the
internal and external relationality of entities such as subject/agency. Applying the
program in specific situations offers contextual knowledge.

CONCLUSION

A (deep) relational reflection on knowledge through flat ontology can significantly
enhance various fields and disciplines methodologically and substantively. This
approach can systematically connect knowledge areas such as psychology, cognitive
sciences, sociology, politics, economics, climate and environment, biology, and more,
leading to the development of co-disciplinary fields. By reorganizing and
rearticulating the relationships between knowledge fields, researchers can redefine
the foundations and boundaries of their respective fields, moving towards
transdisciplinarity.

This approach has the potential to open new horizons to any field of knowledge.
For instance, redefining subject/agency in a (deep) relational way and focusing on
mediators between subject and object can systematically integrate neuroscience/
cognitive sciences with all disciplines, thereby enhancing their theoretical richness.
Additionally, by reflecting on "reality" or any "thing" as "a network of networked
entities”, this view rejects the reification of "power" redefining it as the "intensity of
relationality” of any entity. Therefore, it considers all entities as having a certain
amount of power, and implicitly indicates how gradually the power of heterogeneous
agents can be strengthened. Connecting the content of various disciplines such as
politics, economics, sociology, and even the environment, this redefinition
fundamentally evolves them in new ways.

This epistemic framework can be applied and expanded to analyze all micro,
meso, and macro levels, from examining an entity to events, social movements, and
global trends. Therefore, based on a valid philosophical foundation, the framework
can provide a comprehensive integrated understanding of the intertwined collective
(structural, institutional, and discursive), individual (conscious and unconscious),
and biophysical aspects of the entities, events, and situations. Additionally, it can
guide the determination of action fields and multilateral policy-making to address
their issues. The recent global crisis of the Coronavirus pandemic, which challenged
all aspects of societies and human life, is proof of the importance of adopting such an
approach.

NOVELTY
The article makes the following contributions to knowledge boundaries:

¢ Examining the concepts around 'relationalism" and distinguishing it from
similar perspectives like "relativism", based on philosophical foundations.
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FINDINGS

General categories of "reality" and "knowledge’, as well as "knowledge of an
agent/subject” and "knowledge of various agents/subjects", are deeply intertwined
according to the perspective of flat ontology. The (deep) relational reflection on
knowledge through flat ontology requires (deep) relational redefining of the object,
the subject, their relationships, and presumptive mediators, based on the key
propositions of this article. According to this viewpoint, the object and the subject
are interconnected transactional entities.

The object must be redefined in a (deep) relational way across various research
fields. For instance, in spatial planning, "space” as the "object" is proposed as
"relational space”, encompassing interwoven individual subjective, social ideal, and
material dimensions. Similarly, "subject/agency” is an "intertwined individual-
collective" entity. The individual aspect of subject/agency includes "individual self-
conscious subjectivity” (conscious deliberation or reflexivity) and "unconscious
mediators" that affect the process of knowing. These "mediators" include "collective
unconscious intermediaries" (such as discourse and cultural norms) and "individual
unconscious intermediaries” (namely any perception resulting from bodily or
psychophysical characteristics, such as embodied experiences, practical and tacit
knowledge, habitual practices, lived experiences, affects, and intuition) (Boelens,
2021, 10; Kahneman, 2003, 1450, 1467-9; Latour, 2005, 44-50; Robertson, 1992, ch.2;
Burkitt, 2015, 8-9,14).

So the nature of "knowledge', or more precisely ‘reality-knowledges", is
characterized by being multiple, asymmetric, heterogeneous, contextual, value-laden,
mediated, uncertain, and contingent. The contingency depends on both
subjective/ideal and objective/material domains. In this view, the focus is on the
"relationality” and "intensity/strength/power of relationality” of knowledge, rather
than the comparability of knowledge in terms of truth and falsehood. A wide range
of knowledge sources are recognized in both the subjective/internal and
objective/external fields. Therefore, the "processes of becoming", besides the
"outcome”, of knowledge are crucial. The epistemology influenced by this viewpoint,
emphasizing interconnected knowledge sources and fields, is co-disciplinary.

Elaborating such knowledge requires developing a coherent (deep) relational
methodology to reorganize and reassemble these relationships. This methodology is
described as "a method of organization” (Dewey and Bentley, 1945, 229; 1946, 505),
"deployment” and "reassembling” (Latour, 2005), "a dialectical-relational approach"
(Fairclough, 2010), and "method assemblage" (Law, 2004, quoted by Sharifzadeh,
2021, 130, 137). It serves as a program that elaborates the "way of interconnection”
within and between heterogeneous entities to gain a deeper understanding of reality.
The program is abstract-concrete and idiographic-nomothetic (Jessop, 2001, 1216;
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INTRODUCTION

The concept of "knowledge" in educational institutions and curricula is primarily
based on deterministic modernist teachings (naturalistic tradition) and sometimes
relativistic postmodern trends (anti-naturalistic tradition). These approaches take
essentialist and dualistic stances by separating knowledge fields, emphasizing single-
discipline specialization, and offering only a partial understanding of integrated
human-societal processes and dynamism. (Najarian, 2016; Paryad & Marofi, 2014)
Despite numerous criticisms of these approaches, there is growing emphasis on
adopting co-disciplinary approaches (Moussavi Khorshidi & Sharifzadegan, 2023).
Additionally, a wide range of "relational perspectives’ has been proposed as an
alternative to essentialist approaches (Kraus, 2019; Powell and Dépelteau, 2013;
Donati, 2011; Simpson, 2021), known as the "relational turn" (Donati, 2011, ch.4;
Dépelteau, 2013, 163-185) in various sciences.

However, both tendencies have their shortcomings. Co-disciplinary fields suffer
from eclectic theoretical gaps and lack a coherent methodological framework
(Danshpour, 2008, 22-25; Sharifzadegan and MalekpourAsl, 2016, 6; Nabavi, 2016,
91-92), while "relational viewpoints" are often proposed in a scattered and vague
manner, without clear ontological roots and epistemic frameworks. Sometimes they
are confused with "relativistic perspectives’ or "interactive viewpoints" (based on
Habermas' theory of communicative action), despite their fundamental differences
in philosophical bases. So it is necessary to develop a co-disciplinary methodology
based on a valid philosophical foundation and to consider the ontological and
epistemic foundations of relational perspectives.

This article introduces various relational perspectives based on their ontological
roots and argues that "flat ontology" (Ash, 2020; Beunen, Duineveld, and Van Assche,
2021; Marston, Woodward, and Jones, 2007; Moussavi Khorshidi & Sharifzadegan,
2023) is a (deep) relational perspective and a fundamentally co-disciplinary
philosophy. The article aims to develop a (deep) relational and co-disciplinary
epistemological and methodological framework based on flat ontology.

METHODOLOGY

This study employed the synthesis research method (configurative synthesis
approach) for basic research. Data was collected using the documentary method. The
main question of this article is: "What are the characteristics of knowledge that we
can know about reality based on the (deep) relational position of flat ontology, and
how is this understanding achieved?" Chart 1 briefly overviews the study procedure
used to develop and elaborate the epistemic framework.
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ABSTRACT

In recent times, various "relational views" based on the "principle of complexity" have
emerged as alternatives to essentialist approaches, collectively referred to as the "relational
turn". However, the philosophical foundations of these views are often ambiguous, leading
to potential confusion with "relativist perspectives" or "interactive views" informed by
Habermas' Communicative Action. Contemporary scholarly concerns in the humanities
and social sciences -such as new emphasis on materiality, embodied practices, affects and
intuition, spatiotemporality, post-humanism, and even the co-disciplinary- to understand
human-societal processes, stem from "relational thought" but lack proper elucidation of
their ontological and epistemological underpinnings. The article employs the Synthesis
Research Method to comprehensively analyze and categorize "relational perspectives" based
on their ontological roots to address these issues. Moreover, it seeks to elaborate a "co-
disciplinary and (deep) relational epistemological and methodological framework" by
utilizing "general epistemic components” and "key components of the (deep) relational view
based on flat ontology". From this viewpoint, knowledge possesses multiple, heterogeneous,
mediated, and contextual nature, drawing from the intertwined resources of "conscious
subjectivity" (conscious deliberation or reflexivity) and "objectivity" (external
environment). Furthermore, unconscious mediators, such as "collective ideal" (culture and
discourse) and "individual embodied" (psychophysical characteristics) mediators, play an
essential role in shaping knowledge. Knowledge exhibits uncertain and contingent
boundaries, and is in a perpetual state of "becoming". Drawing inspiration from Latour, the
methodology is premised on developing "assemblage/deployment programs”. Importantly,
the epistemic framework can apply to a wide spectrum of fields, from humanities and social
sciences to art, spatial planning, and public policy, with the potential to promote single
disciplines into co-disciplinarity and co-disciplines into trans-disciplinarity.

Keywords: embodiment, (deep) relational epistemic framework, relational turn, relational
view, materiality, mediated nature of knowledge
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one. Second, some of its members are non-academic, meaning their primary
concerns and endeavors are not research- or academic-oriented, and they are not
regarded as scholarly figures. Third, experts from engineering, basic sciences, and
medical sciences have also made decisions concerning the humanities and social
sciences as part of its membership or leadership.

Over the decades, this council has integrated all three characteristics—populism,
politicization, and social engineering—into the realm of humanities and social
sciences in Iran.

NOVELTY

This paper aims to clarify six significant and overarching challenges and obstacles
that have weakened and isolated theorizing in the field of humanities and social
sciences, particularly in interdisciplinary studies in Iran. Identifying and explaining
these challenges represents an innovative approach.
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a lack of dynamism and the inability of these fields to respond effectively to current
social needs and challenges, as well as to compete with similar disciplines in advanced
countries."

6. Bewilderment

The humanities and social sciences in Iran are perceived as bewildered, confused, and
restless. Factors such as populism, politicization, and social engineering hinder their
quest for stability. Even when practitioners manage to navigate these challenges, they
often struggle to coexist peacefully, failing to reach consensus and impeding
individuals or institutions from pursuing their own paths.

Fundamentally, it seems that a significant aspect of Iranian society is the tendency
to obstruct others and create disturbances in the endeavors of others. This
characteristic has infused "populist and demagogic politics" into the administrative
system and various social institutions. Consequently, one might assert, albeit with
some leniency, that "Active Iranians can be divided into two categories: those who
seek to accomplish something and those who prevent that work from being done."

CONCLUSION

The dominance of populism, politicisation, and binary opposition undermines the
recognition of the necessity and importance of the humanities and social sciences,
particularly in their interdisciplinary forms, preventing these fields from fulfilling
their essential roles. Issues related to Westoxification, pseudo-traditionalization, and
bewilderment in the humanities and social sciences are secondary concerns; if the
primary challenges and obstacles allow these fields to thrive in the country, the latter
issues will gradually resolve themselves.

Beyond the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology, which is policymaker
and legislator as well as the executor of programs related to humanities and social
sciences, the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution is another influential body.
This council—regardless of its status and performance—has always exhibited three
characteristics: First, the political atmosphere has often overshadowed the scientific
one. Second, some of its members have been non-academic, meaning their primary
concerns and endeavors were not research or academic-oriented, and they were not
regarded as scholarly or academic figures. Third, experts from engineering, basic
sciences, and medical sciences have also made decisions for humanities and social
sciences as part of its membership or leadership.

Beyond the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology, which acts as both
policymaker and legislator while executing programs related to the humanities and
social sciences, the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution is another influential
body. Regardless of its status and performance, this council has consistently exhibited
three characteristics: First, the political atmosphere often overshadows the scientific
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achievements, and learning from Western models do not constitute Westoxification.
Even Jalal Al-e Ahmad, a notable critic of Western influence, was a socialist and leftist
himself. However, social Westoxification has become so ingrained in the spirit, soul,
and culture of Islam and Iranian society that it is often perceived as native or
inherently part of it.

On the other hand, today’s liberal West is present in every aspect of Iranian
thought and life, even among those who oppose or consider themselves enemies of
the West. The extent to which Western influence permeates our lives and thoughts is
so apparent that it requires no further evidence; instead, we should seek to identify
areas where the West is absent from our daily experiences. However, our discussion
here focuses on Westoxification as a significant barrier to the growth of the
humanities and social sciences and their theorizing in Iran.

If we define Westoxification as one of the barriers to the advancement of these
interdisciplinary fields, we can state that: "Westoxification is the adoption of the
content and findings of Western humanities and social sciences under the belief that
they are complete or sufficient, to the extent that the creation of indigenous
humanities and social sciences is deemed unnecessary or impossible."

5. Pseudo-traditionalization

Tradition is a broad concept deeply rooted in the culture, beliefs, attitudes,
convictions, methods, knowledge, dispositions, and temperaments of individuals and
societies over centuries. It encompasses both positive and negative characteristics—
constructive and destructive, exalted and degenerate, liberating and restraining, wise
and foolish, as well as right and wrong. It is important to recognize that Islamic
culture is a phenomenon distinct from Islam itself.

The author believes that "the Iranian scientific and intellectual tradition is a
collection of teachings, works, ideas, attitudes, and characteristics of scholars from
ancient Iran to the present, situated within the context of Iranian Islamic civilization.
This tradition has influenced, both positively and negatively, various aspects of the
humanities, social sciences, and Islamic knowledge in Iran, serving as a form of
spiritual heritage."

pseudo-traditionalization, as a barrier to the growth and development of the
humanities and social sciences, as well as theorizing, encompasses existing knowledge
within Iranian-Islamic culture and civilization. This pseudo-traditionalization acts as
a chain or shackle of epistemological constraints, hindering thought and innovation,
resulting in an imitative, stagnant, and soulless engagement with the past.

In defining: "pseudo-traditionalization in the humanities and social sciences
refers to being influenced by the epistemological, anthropological, sociological, and
methodological foundations of past knowledge and beliefs. This influence results in



Politicisation of the humanities and social sciences refers to the intervention—
whether negative or positive—by the government or influential political groups in the
programs, policies, and processes of scientific and academic institutions, often for
various motivations. Negative intervention involves imposing mandates or restrictions,
while positive intervention fails to provide the administrative, financial, and legal
support necessary for progress and competition with global scientific institutions.

In Iran, governments, political factions, and politicians are often preoccupied
with short-term concerns, rarely looking beyond a four- to eight-year horizon. This
short-sightedness has led to the politicization of the humanities and social sciences,
with politicians and even technocrats interfering in these fields. This trend has had
significant negative impacts, particularly noticeable since 2005 and notably between
2021 and 2024.

3. Binary Opposition

Knowledge management, higher education, educational planning, scientific research,
and policymaking are among the significant fields within the humanities and social
sciences. However, for decades, policymaking and decision-making in these areas
have primarily been shaped by a framework of binary opposition. Most ministers and
officials in Iran's Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology, as well as other
decision-makers in the humanities and social sciences, often come from non-related
fields—typically engineering, basic sciences, or medicine.

Regulations for promotions, guidelines for national research projects, and criteria
for national and international festivals and awards in Iran are frequently based on the
approaches, standards, and metrics of experimental and engineering sciences.
Consequently, the longstanding dominance of these frameworks over the humanities
and social sciences has contributed to the marginalization and weakening of these
interdisciplinary fields.

The author defines binary opposition in the humanities and social sciences as the
practice of policymaking, planning, and evaluation within these subjects based on the
frameworks and criteria of basic and engineering sciences.

It is important to note that professors and researchers from fields like engineering
and medicine, who have pursued extensive specialized studies and research in the
humanities and social sciences, can be considered exceptions to this rule.

4. Westoxification

The author’s concept of Westoxification differs from how it is typically understood
in Iran’s political, social, and media culture, which Jalal Al-e Ahmad famously
critiqued (Al-e Ahmad, 2024). According to this view, actions such as traveling to
Western countries, living, studying, and working in the West, praising Western
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INTRODUCTION

This article argues that contemporary Iran lacks widely accepted theories and
theorists in interdisciplinary studies within the humanities and social sciences that
align with international standards. The purpose of this paper is to explore the
underlying reasons for this deficiency and to examine the multiple factors
contributing to the scarcity of prominent theories and theorists in these fields in Iran.
Central to this study is the question: What are the challenges and barriers to
interdisciplinary theorizing in Iran's humanities and social sciences? In response, the
article identifies and analyzes six major challenges that significantly impact the
development of interdisciplinary theorizing in Iran's humanities and social sciences.

METHODOLOGY

The study employs both phenomenological and foundational methods, applying
them simultaneously throughout the research (see: Iman, 2018, pp. 19-24; Ghasemi,
2021, p. 388; Alikhani, 2022, pp. 29-30).

FINDINGS

The findings reveal six key challenges and barriers to interdisciplinary theorizing in
Iran, as follows.

1. Populism

Populism in human and social sciences, particularly in the realm of
interdisciplinarity, is a more complex issue. In the new forms of Iranian populism
and demagoguery, individuals possess advanced academic degrees or have sometimes
managed to publish articles and books; however, their levels of understanding and
analysis, commitment and sense of responsibility, personal refinement and self-
cultivation, wisdom and worldview, magnanimity and tolerance, and overall
erudition and elitism are very low. In other words, "populism in the guise of
erudition” has emerged. In the author's definition of this concept in the field of
human and social sciences: "Populism in human and social sciences refers to
policymaking, decision-making, and influencing programs and processes related to
these sciences by individuals who hold a simplistic and non-specialized view of
human and social sciences and have not comprehended or disregarded their
ontological, epistemological, and methodological foundations or make unfounded
statements about the entirety of these sciences or their topics and subjects."

2. Politicisation

The second major challenge facing the humanities and social sciences in Iran,
particularly in interdisciplinary fields, is politicisation. This has not only diverted
these disciplines from their intended trajectory but has also diminished their status,
weakened their functions, and contributed to their decline.
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ABSTRACT

The primary function of the humanities and social sciences is to understand and address
societal issues and problems, a task that is increasingly complex and specialized through
interdisciplinary studies and fields. Even when disciplinary expertise fails to comprehend
and resolve these problems, interdisciplinary approaches assume this role with enhanced
capabilities, employing multidimensional and multilevel methodologies and
epistemologies. The premise of this paper is that, in contemporary Iran, there are no
acceptable theories or theorists in the field of interdisciplinary studies that meet
international standards. This paper aims to explore the reasons behind the lack of
prominent and internationally recognized theories and theorists in Iran today, particularly
within the interdisciplinary domains of the humanities and social sciences. The factors
contributing to this issue are manifold and exist at various levels; this article seeks to
understand some of the main and general causes. The central question is: What are the
challenges and obstacles to interdisciplinary theorizing in the field of humanities and social
sciences in Iran? The article identifies and discusses six general challenges and barriers to
Iranian theorizing in these fields, particularly in interdisciplinary studies: populism,
politicisation, binary opposition, Westoxification, Pseudo-traditionalization, and
bewilderment. This research simultaneously employs both phenomenological and
foundational research methods.
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